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PREFACE. 



So happily did Mr. Rowland Hill's mo- 
ments pass in the piji^t^ ;that he once 
exclaimed, " such delight do 1 feel in my 
work, that I could almost wish there 
might be preaching^ in heaven." Never 
were the faculties of any human being 
more completely devoted to one object, 
than his were to the exercise of his min- 
istry, and the motives which animated his 
exertions were as pure as they were pow- 
erful. His zeal was only equalled by the 
well known interest it excited in all parts 
of the kingdom, for a period of more than 
sixty years, and by his wonderful success. 
The style of his discourses was peculiar to 
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IV PREFACE. 

himself* He was an instrument raised tip 
in rexnarkable times, and for extraordiniairy 
ends. His discursive mode of addreas^ .and 
all his other eccentricities, were parts af 
the man, and were in no small degree ex- 
cusable in one who has been known, when 
past seventy years of age, to preach thrice 
a day for a week, and that with a solem* 
nity and effect of which theare are but few 
instances in modern. times,.. Whatever 
may have been the faults of his sermons, 
they were according to the purest stand- 
ard of doctrine, while his^ applications 
were most affectionate and earnest; nor 
did he ever preach himself, or set up hiifi 
own imagination in the place of truth v or 
study to please men. Under the impres*^ 
sion, therefore, that a few specimens of 
his happiest addresses from the pulpit, 
exhibiting a more than usual adherence 
to his subjects, would be gratifying to the 
public, and urged to carry my design into 
effect by some who really desired to see 
them, I applied myself to the compilation 
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PftEFACE. V 

of *lhe present volume, with- a due edti- 
mste &f the difficulty of the task, which 
"mil ^be best appreciated by those who 
Were his frequent hearers. In order to 
bring these discourses out with some de- 
gree* of tieatuess, I found it necessary to 
abridge them, and to omit all irrelevant 
di^essions, retaining only the leading 
matter ; and I trust they will not be the 
less acceptable on account of their brevi- 
ty^ or less fruitful because the luxuriant 
growth of an extemporaneous fancy has 
been pruned and trained by the hand of 
the editor. It would almost seem as if 
Mt. Hill had proceeded in these sermons, 
upon the plan recommended by an old 
divine^ of just celebrity, who says, "as 
preaching must not be curious, so nei- 
ther overslight, consisting of raw, sudden, 
indigested meditations. The word must 
not be torn, but divided; not tossed, but 
handled; the text not only named, but 
followed ; there must be a diligent hind 

1 Jenkyn. 
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VI PREFACE. 

of negligence in handling the word." This 
is an exact description of the examples of 
Mr. Hill's preaching contained in these 
pages. The Fragments also will be fonnd 
to be original and striking. 

I have much pleasure in acknowledging 
the principal source from which I gathered 
the whole to have been the manuscripts of 
Mr. T. W. Brookman,2 who was long iii 
the habit of taking down the sermons 
delivered in Surrey chapel by its late ven- 
erable minister. My thanks are likewise 
due to George Davenport, Esq. for the 
kind manner in which he sent me his 
notes, made in the same place, as soon as 
he heard of my intention. This will 
probably be my last tribute to the mem- 
ory of my revered relative, who selected 
me for his biographer ; but as the papers 
he bequeathed to me, to be used at ray 
discretion, contain also materials for a 

^ I have already acknowledged the assistance derived from 
the notes of Mr. Brookman, in the preface to my ** Mature 
Reflections and Devotions of the Rev. Rowland Hill in his 
old age." 
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PREFACE. Vll 

memoir of the late Sir Richard Hill, it 
is my. intention^ as soon as I can find let- 
sure for the purpose, to write the history 
of his remarkable life, the events of which 
are not inferior in int^est to those of his 
brother Rowland. Ample scope will also 
be aflbrded me, for interweaving with my 
account of his zealous efforts in the cause 
of religion^ many curious facts relating 
to the progress of truth in the middle of 
the last century, which have been either 
forgotten or overlooked. With respect 
to the contents of the present little book, 
I shall truly rejoice if its pious readers 

" Own not ill discharged my double debt, 
Love to the living ; duty to the dead." 

Young. 
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 



EVANGELICAL PREACHING. 

Will they believe, though credulous enough 
To swallow much upon much 'Weaker proof, 
That there are blest inhabitants of earth 
Partakers of a new ethereal birth, 
Their hopes, desires, and purposes estranged 
From things terrestrial, and divinely changed ; 
Their very language of a kind that speaks 
The soul's sure interest in the good she seeks ? 

COWPER. 

It will not, I trust, be deemed irrelevant to 
prefix to these specimens of the preaching of 
a minister eminently evangelical^ in the truest 
sense of the term, a few observations on the 
doctrines to which that epithet is usually ap- 
plied. Evangelical preaching is a phrase much 
in vogue at the present moment, and therefore 
it is of the utmost importance that it should be 
clearly defined ; for there is not a more mourn- 
ful symptom of a defective perception of the 

b 
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xf m Tht term expktined." 

Uiikii'i\AA 4>ealii}r^f truth, than tlie disp^y^itim 
ti> ti'ffl^ Vlth isftid 'misapply words of the most 
s61ettni iih'jiort.* ^A discourse to be evangeU&odi 
miistT)* tindbubtfea'ly accorditig to tfife g6spfelof 
Jesus Christ.' Tb preach evangeUc^Hy/tbere« 
fore, is to preach Christ. Hence the quiefstion 
resolves itself into the inquiry— idAA^* Is^U^to 
preach Christ? To preach Christ is, ekariy to 
declare that which he has revealed 'of himself, 
and of the nature of his great sklvatkKn^-^his 
divinity, his incarnation, hid atonement^ his 
exaltation, his intercession, his coming to judg- 
ment, his gift of the Holy Spirit, &c« Here 
however, a wider field opens before us, thati can 
possibly be embraced within the compass pf a 
short essay ; nor do I intend to notice more 
than a few of the leading points, which have 
been most animadverted upon by m^n, who are 
opposed to the sentiments now so extensively 
taught in the pulpits of our land. I, shall 
endeavour to prove that '^ these peculiarities 
of the evangelical school"^ do not, to use the 



' Foster in his Efifiay ^ * on the avfcrHon of men of taste to 
evangelical religion" obseryefl, ** those distincilons from which 
they recoili are chiefly comprised in that view of chrUthmity 
which, among' a large proportion of the professors of it, is deno^ 
roinated in a somewhat specific sense, evangelical ^*'*. P * ^ 



y Google 



Rewew,' '*resqlv^ mainly i^ R ^^^r^^l^f^^ of. 
wordsk" and I sbail u»e my, feeWe effpjrt^,j9,^];M^ 
briefijTj that !^e,vi9ivs of its wjt})qr ;5f.YPpr mu^h 
m^rf^istriaiigly of *^un?o|flndjn€isp and 4^l98io^,;5 
tbai|.tb9se,wJiichbeicoin]^tS4 ., 

. Tbe^finsJ: .t^pip ady^rted to by the reviewer 
ioqaf^tlon isitba^tof hum^ti depmviiUi whjcb 
bj8',(^l8 'f,tbf>. »tf^pting point of all evjangelical 
preacbUiSii'': I admit tbati it U; for it is necessary 
to point Qti^tbi^ nature of .$)i0 di^^ase, before yi^ 



Cla&Utinity;:ta3Leiii« this iH^% iont^lns a JiumUktiog ,e8Unaatf 
of tlje mor^I copditioB of man as being radically corrupt-— the 
doctrine of redemption from that condition by the merit and 
stifferings of Christ— the doefrine of' a divine infloenee being 
neteanry to- transform the c^^aract^r ^f the homao mind, in order 
to prepare it for a higher station in the universe — and a grand 
moral peculiarity by which it insists on humility, penitence, and 
a separatioti fh>m'the spirits and batiits of the. world," This ie 
uii<}ne8t|oi)ably one of the best outlines of that mode of under- 
standing Christianity, to which has been given the distinctive 
epithet evangelical ; *' and which," the talented essayist well says, 
<*U not, to say the least, more diacdminatiMtly, designated among 
t^e fcopng part of the wits, critics, and theologians of the day, 
by the terms fanatical, calvinistical, metliodistical." The obser* 
vations, however, of the Edinburgh reviewer are chiefly confined 
to the topicaof huma» ,depra»Uyf fegeneraUon, wd faith ^ and 
worku To. these poiQla therefore I inust limit my remarks upon 
hiaardde. 

^ Vidi ariicle vii, in the Bdinborgh Heyiew, No, cxjlx, pub- 
lished Iahiiai7,1837. 
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%X Muman Depravity, . \ 

caj» describe the suitableness of the onl; ireiw- 
dy ; but I should like to know wberei s^mongst 
th^ mittiffters of the establishment^ theisupo 
poster of > this doctrine is to be found, who ^de- 
clares himself to have ceased to h^ '^ partaker*' 
thereof? Let those preachers, belongii^ to owr 
church be pointed out — for to them the review- 
er's observations coufess^illy refer* — ^whq^ say 
that ^* the depravity they^so ingenuously confess 
is the depravity of all mankiad-r-exc^t them* 
pelves !" Nay rather, do they not universally dicr 
plore the imperfections of their, re^g;o^a «si,^t^ 
and are they not willing to confess, jn.the lan- 
guage of their own liturgy, that they are "miser- 
able sinners," trusting only iixthe rigbteoufiinjess 
of Christ, while they rejoice with trembling at 
their consciousness of hostility tq the remains 
of sin in themselves? But the writer,. of the 
article in question has totally mistaken the 
evangelical meaning of the term depravity. 
He refers it only to visible immoralityi rand 
conceives those to be hypocrites who profess 
themselves depraved, without " the direct con- 
sciousness of specific, definite sins." He sjpfsaks 
also in terms of contempt, of "some silly crea^ 
,tu^e impressed with the necessity .of isei^ipg 

« Yid, nete p. 430 of the Review. 
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Its cause. Ninth Article* xxi 

bis *lo3t and jJerishbg state* by nature/** That 
dBmess is however rather the object of pity, 
which cannot distinguish between hdKness and 
virtue, nor s6e that the depratity of the hu* 
man mind arises fVom having lost the original 
image of its Ood; whence it disobeys the first 
and great' command. It seems never once 
to h^e entered the reviewer*s thoughts that it 
is possib^Te to be virtuous, as some heathens 
were, wifchbut being holy, though it is^ impossi- 
bfe to be bbly, without being virtuous. Let him 
read the ninth article of our church which speaks 
of original sin^as *'the fkult and corruption of 
out' nature," whereby "the flesh lusteth always 
contrary to the Spirit," with the annexed de- 
claration that "in every person born into the 
worid it deserve th God's wrath and damnation;" 
and then let him ask himself whether those who 
have subscribed thereto, can consistently teach 
any othcfr dbctrine ? 

The depravity of the human heart results 
from the absence of holiness, as darkness results 
from the absence of light; and the remedy Is its 
restoration by Christ, partial here and perfect 
hereafter, when all the evils bf our earthly iifght 
shall fly before the full glory of the celestial and 
eternal day. This present state of darkness 
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xxii dodnof the 'Author of Evil. 

conceals from us ttim who fs dll lightj but it 
iisis Tip enltii/,*ot God would be t\ie creatofbr 
li, which he is not, since it is only the conse- 
quence of the just withdrawal of hh pre^iehee 
ifrom the rebel ttian. It cannot be said t6 hite 
being, or the conclusion is inevitable, that it 
must derive its being from the 'first Bfeing, 
which would make God the atrthbr of*eWL 
But we are dark, because the Lbi*d has de- 
parted and left the sinner to himself, 'td shew 
the creature who presumed to be *^' ni' <3o8,** 



4 I do not design by this observation to deny, as some liare 
done, the porilive ^n&lnevs of man. ' -0«r stette fe one laf <pii|ra-. 
tioa of light I God the Sun of our spiritual day has left th^ sin- 
ner, and darkness is the result. But there are two things in a 
privation-^^nt, the mere absence of the benefit removed, as of 
fight when there is darkness-^next tke eflSact, which in' addition 
to the mere privation, includes the contrary fqrm. This is called 
by the old divines piivatio maU disponens; as sickness, besides 
the mete absence of health, includes <'tli'e humoui^ aboiindftig." 
Depravity therefore includes both a privation of the beauty, of 
original righteousness, and also an evil disposition and prone- 
ness to all manner of positive evil, infecting the souls of 
fallen men. This followed from the ^ithdrawitl of God, when 
our fint parents dared to believe the lie '' ye shall bf . as ^Oda*' 
-^but he cannot be said to be the positive author of evil. .These 
observations ma^ perhaps throw a gleam across the obscurity^ in 
which this siibject is inrolted'; but the difficulties stMotMlding 
the OKlgiii.«f evil iviil rcro^in for the tfial of ,s^ ^ith, |UI| ;we V see 
light in God's light,'* in a state of glory incapable even of the 
semblance of 'a shadow. . . - . i 
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hia. entire depiendenci^ Upon him. ^ And how 

b^ight^d human nature aats. wjben providence 

lopji^ens his restrictive rein, is most fo^cibl^ de- 

sc;ribed by. St. Paul in the first c^ajpter of the 

epistle tp the. Romans, where he.ei^naerates the 

sina of ti^e Gentiles. Darkness^ is the image 

sQ^FIt^ure l^as.selected to convey an adequate idea 

of, man's catTual state; and though reason may 

exkd^ Ij^ijn to feel his way to a certain extent, 

in, the narrow eirple of things temporal^ yet his 

notrpnsai^ liaiited,to this defective sense, his ideas 

of sin are confined to the perception of tangible 

circ^^lstance8 around him, nor can he see the 

beauty of bidiness and how it contains all the 

loveliness of virtue, till God calls him "out of 

darkpeas into his marvellous light." Hence the 

coAstamt queries as to what may be said to.be 

sin? Certain overt acts kre mentioned, and we 

ajfe asked ** is there wickedness in these ?'* All 

this arises from misapprehension, of the subject; 

from mistaking the sensitiveness of natural con- 

seienoei the existence of which no one denies, 

fdt the discriminating power of the mind en- 

Tightened by grace ; from not appreciating the 

tluaaoter of . the whole law of Gody ^nd our 

inlbllky to y)bey it according to the^perfeet^wiU 

* John i, 5; Acts xxvi, 18; 1 Pe|t.ii, 9; Col. i, 13. 
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xxi? Effects of this Darkness. 

of iu Authofv Man's depraviQr is the nckKiMWs 

of his ioul throuffa darkneBs, wfaerem it luis 

lost its health and beaiity ; and to comprehend 

the extent of this malady^ we have only to jcooo- 

pare his present state with his original concBtioou 

Created in God's image, happy Jn commnniaD 

with hinij holy in obedience to him, joyfiil in 

praising him, he has fallen, and ain has -ooceved 

the earth and its inhabitants with the shadow 

of death. The facnhies of the sool are morlnd ; 

the understanding isrblinded i the will perverted; 

the imagination, memory, and the other pow« 

ers of the mind are engaged upon trifles; the 

conscience is inactive as respects God ; and the 

inhabitants of the earth deprived of the true 

light to guide them, come hito perpetual colli* 

sion with each other* The first surety of our 

race sinned, and God withdrew his presence^ 

whence we all become the children of darkness, 

and the evils of darkness are spread over and 

have depraved our nature, which by reason of 

its opposition to the holiness of Gx>A, '^sufojepts 

us to perdition." "Is this," says our reviewer, 

'* oonsistent with divine justice ?" I would first 

inqniitt, is it revealed f If so, '< let God be tsm^ 

and every man a liar."^ But to reason with 

. Hi, lY. 
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hiai tm.tibe: GRibject,! woold aek» does he belteve 
tbat these exists a oiftn petftct in hinuelf?-^ 
and again, I ask k God perfectly holy ? If 
then he ^dtows that idl men are imperfect^ and 
tlmt<S<Qd ia jovir^^/y Ao/y, fixedly and unalter- 
ably hdy, I would beseech him to tell us how 
perfection and imperfection can poaribly dwell 
toge^hev^ when the one is infinitely opposed to 
tbe'odier?' Neither is there the shadow of 
injudtftoe Tittble in the glorious Being, who hath 
pi^efidfid a '^ray in which sinners may be pre- 
sented to 'him without "spot, or wrinkle^ or 
any sudi thing." The scripture tells us that 
'^all men are included under sin;" therefore 
the evoikgelical preacher must begin with the 
deprfmty of man : he must declare every one 
by nature to be a sinner, and without Christ, 
an " heir of wrath." 

The next leading to|He in enangetical dis- 
cottrse^, b unquestionably the way in which our 
deprared nature may be renewed. This re- 
newiil is'CaUed regeneration, conversion, being 
6orfi>«i^^n5 illustrations whereby scripture con- 
veys to ius< a true notion of the total change 
wlmh takes place in the heiart of a real chris- 
tian. But the Edinburgh Reviewer conceives 
that no preacher can require more ''than re- 
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{>entimde ahd.aoiienidinent in e^^ar^ iMptdi in 
tvhk^ a-tnm\i life has not beea In eonfermity 
tvith tbe di«9>iiie law^ as that; without wbkh Ibere 
Can ^be no hope of salvation." Cefftaiilly'n»)fe 
Chan tbiff'oannot be demanded as an evidmee 
of piety ; bat wbeve is the individual to be found, 
who may be said to obey the divine law.l9*€be 
full extent of the expression isieverp m^peoti 
not only mom%btit spiriiuaUyi beings -perfect 
in that love to God and matt whidh ii f^ the^fiiU 
filling^' of that law ? Who has attaincid to aooh 
a glorious state ? Has the foroe of moissiauasibn 
ever had power to effect this altelration.iii the 
human character? Let the reviewiet namecthe 
person who affirms that he *^ keeps all 4he^e 
things/' and perhaps it may be truly said'of the 
first test by which be is tried, ^' one thing .thou 
lackest yet.'* This is unquestionably Ihe^stand- 
ard Aimed at by the regenerate, but they have 
daily to mourn over their defects, and to exdohn 
''what would be our hope without Christ!" 
The *' enjoyment of security and hope'^ which 
aceompanies the transition from a stat0> of 'na- 
ture to a state of grace, is founded not in.iself, 
bat in the Saviour; while the proofs of as^jutr* 
anoe being well grounded, are deiived froin^an 
ardent love of God's law, and sel^abasement 
at defective yet sincere obedience. 
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Manner^iMl jAg&hiiy thereof. «xyu 

Th^irevieiviec's obsiBrvflifiQiMrarel^ 
i^'ftgttifist ithe 9»anJi^ and ir^eyfc^t ofjiwlM 4s 
^•sMti tfamefskm. In brdery4aD vie v^tv l0i und^'r- 
>ft(aiid the siobject we mart defincrrtbeil^esiti.. It 
i»tb«iia)torii^^» Fromwiwit! .Fcomtbescr^a- 
^xkv^ to Gcd^-^from ain to boliBes6-^&om «elf IU> 
Chvis^i - Tlnfi* is a conditioa so opposite to tliat 
o£'^)iuni Ji:iy^iuitam*e^ ika.t regeneration n not too 
'fbhrdl^le/'a''lenik wherewith to describe it. I 
iwbQlfl nsk cf the Edinburgib opponent of evan- 
igsfioaii preaching tbes6 qnestions-^^r^^^ dots 
liejadiiit <that< there aun be .Only two oosoditSons^ 
of itin, and of righteOasne8S?-^^<^ai}«7/y» is 
tttaaiacfaUen oreaturey orJs he not?*^^r^y»'if 
\m\h allayen <»*eatfyre9 is he in aatate to perform 
ndI%iou8 duties^ to enjoy holy priyilcges^ and to 
bdTwed to'the Vernal presence of God, with- 
out' e<mtt ehangeixi \m condition ? If it is alio w- 
tA^i\^At same change is necessary, we may then 
Bniter<»ii{ion the inquiry, what is that change? 
This! be .will not deny, I think, because be says, 
alUiuen'iiiEu&t be called upon to repent and 
amend;^ yet he denied idtogetber that apirkual 
• asiendtnent is '^ a dtsHngutshaUe^neiatin a man^s 
ttfet^' iWbat^isi the use then of caUing ujpioii> a;ixian 
Ia«fnedd4 if tie does not know when hedoesrit! 

•fii't' J «Ui-t4^. pj^a^ oif the befofe*rianw4l RevWw* ■ 
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iBot, St may ^be-a^edy Trbftt-'Ao d¥an^lical 
preaiAiei^; geiieriirlly jkpiiaking', mean by con- 
versk^*? I a^jptehendthey mean tbat it 4a a 
percaptibte inward cbange erf a- man's mind ^ 
which leads him to God, iciirects fafao to aet 
from Qodf aiid'to live/or Ood in -Cbrifit Je^ 
BUS. The leading chavaotemtic of thia ehange 
isyaiM-^'^fai^ in the pveoeptab « rtilev^aitli 
in the promise as an encouragemebt, faitb;in 
the Mediator as a ground of.acceplatibn'/'^ 
We are thus enabled toperfotm duties accord-^ 
ing to the divine rule,, and thaa only; for if 
we have not faith in tbe promise, oiir motives 
cannot be scriptural,' and. widiout faith in ih« 
Redeemer, we reject God's way in which ak>ne 
our services can be presented to him» But 
with faith low is inseparably united. The 
light which illumines is also the vehicle of tbe 
warmth of love. Love is the actuating ptinciple 
of the renewed man's actions. *^ There are,*' 
says an excellent writer,^ ^ many principles of 
action — hope of heaven, fear of hell, reputation; 
interest, force of natural conacience— of those 
some are inward, some outward, which are the 

^ Called in scripture a dhine nature r Hie image of Cod ; a fatv 

put into ih9 heart t a new man ; a new heart i a new epiritf a 

new creation^ 

9 Charnock. 



y Google 



bellpva tl^t ]|i>low up. » ttian to Bom&tefiv^bcy 

beAi^etkly fituoe to a' service is tbf^lpyte of God." 
Amfv&m ireoeratimi wA aff^ot^n tc^war4B hm; 
pcrvadii^.tbeiBiiitd^ inSbaiB^ Ufe ittlolhe ao<iI| 
aflli i%our into Ibe «pirilual .wnduet^ aiie fruits, 
of leoiiveissioni The tmderttaDciitig becomes en- 
Hgbleii^V aniitb^ wiU^retevBtfid^to the glorious 
oHghi Of4dl.9Qodv . Tihe^spirituaLeye sees the 
ejieellesief^>af>tfae things of God; the ear listens 
tO'ibk* Tolfie I iandotherfeelj; run joyfully in the 
tra|!>t>f.hisi(CQfDnwindinen^v ^^Old things pass 
Mmyi.taHxidiingfi beqome new^^tlie mind^ the 
wSi, Ah^ASStctimtnf the aotioos. As the convert* 
edcyi^ii/'ibasi]»<jfe];ved Christ Jesus the Lord^ so 
ho-jwalks in Mm*'* That whidis is imphu^ed in 
^natureris imi^rijatedou.the life. Religion in 
the hesitt. js ibe' TQ^te of a translation ''from 
death wU^}i&>"^ . As whatever came to us from 
tlm firftl. Adam is mortal, so whatever comes to 
us fr<M th&^eeond Adwi is vital, animating the 
&oiikies of the soul as the faculties of the soul 
^(dien: the body. Hence the expression of St. 
Pliftil, "bodyi soul, and spirit" becomes intelligi- 
ble^ and.th^.newburtb— for, remember, no one 
can deny the scriptural phrase bom agatn-^^is 
found not to be a mere figure^ but a real change. 

« John iii, 14, 
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L^tbid^ {Scotch fevtovtfev know that itBtsabjcota 
are t»di ^^bypodriftes/' Hypocrisy is tbq afaadov: 
of ^isbfidffabily:; convettion is iUi Imug) iilamin- 
ed mibdtaincet hyp€)cri8y is & form, ijpiefcyas a 
power ; hypocrisy U a piece of att,' regen^ation * 
is a new naUire, and, according to the twordioC 
God, essential to salvation. -'-.••. 

Bat in the artide,' parts of wfaieh I am now 
eiideatouritig to conirov^rt^ 0hje^tiiA ie made 
to the statements oferangeitcalprMdiers^as to 
the '^agency'' by which Conversion takes phee; 
•^They," says its author, ^ never cease main1»ro«^ 
ing that man can do nothing for himsetf, and 
that regeneration is dUogether wad entirely tbe 
work of the Spirit." From this be dramxs^ the 
inference 'Uhat, if a man can do nothing to save 
himself, he is damned for not doing .what Le 
cannot do ;" and then he asks his old question 
with an air of triumph, '^ ia this consistent with 
the divine justice?" Are we not then to ac* 
quiesce in those depths of infinite truths which 
cannot be fathomed by the short line of human 
reason! What presumption is it tlnia to tvy 
divine justice by our imperfect jiHlgmoity alid 
to reason upon the infinite prerogatives of Dc&ty 
as upon qualities in man!— ^an error to which.' 
by the bye, mu^h sounder writets than - this re«^ 
viewer hate been too prone.* All we^have to do 
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ia toiiiqBirti, wlletfafNT God^'bas rtoM>ii«;lh%ti^^ Wie; 
Imvit «o power of ours^kes t^belf^'Djutselv^ ?" 
— ^aod'tfhfithei^ be has al dte fiaiQi^fiM^i (QO^ih 
DKUided us to seek, lo $tirivei ii) fi^^io^wn,. 
to work mil our own salvation! .If ao let its 
belieYe the.firstproposttion to be a truthj and the 
second a duty. When the man with a withered 
hand was 'desired to stretch it out, be was cm- 
seiiMis ef his inability to do it, but he obeyed 
the^^rokaet^f Chri^ aad power was given him in 
tbeiiicjryjactk The etok of the palsy was in the 
some iBitisa(i(Mi^ and we have the same result. 
Thus Ihe convu^ti^n of our spiritual helpless- 
ness,. is- ntiibar to the exertion which the word 
of God enjdbs; and true christians like St. 
Paul, will even ^'^lory in thdr infirmities" 
that the power of Christ may be the more ex- 
alted thereby. Whatever be the differences 
existing upon doctrinal theories between en-^ 
lightened christians, ask them separately this 
question, ^^ should you have chosen God unless 
he. had first given you grace to choose 'him?" 
and dney will each invariably say '^certainly not." 
But tbese mistakes as to evangelical doctrines 
and their -consequences, arise entirely from setr 
titigti out with a wrong notion of regeneration, 
widdi. is not merely a reformation of th^ old 
nature:)o£ man, but his transformation into a 
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xxxii All good from the Holy Spirit. 

new nature. We may tame the wildest animal 
and subdue its ferocity, but we cannot change 
its inherent qualities. So we can by the force 
of persuasion, or interest, or compulsion, sub- 
due and regulate the evil passions of men, 
and render them moral in a high degree, 
but a creative power alone can make the new 
man '^ created in Christ Jesus,*' which is the 
very ^' workmanship" of God. That such an 
effect then should be ascribed to the Holy Spi- 
rit is not contrary to reason, but a plain infer- 
ence therefrom, independent of any *' fine-spun 
distinctions between natural and moral inabi- 
lity."^ God has declared that he gives " the 
new heart."^ Who then can assert that all we 
have is '^ divine aid" in our endeavours, in the 
very face of another scripture which declares 
that ''his divine power hath given to us €dl 
things that pertain to life and godliness."^ 

But our Edinburgh theologian complains 
of the distinctions drawn ** between historical 
and saving faitK' — admitting that the former 
may be a natural act of the mind, but not the 
latter. To this he adds, 'Met them tell us what 
they mean by a saving faith, and then tell us 
whether as great a devotion to religious duty 
in a Christian, as a Hindoo or Mahometan 

» Review, p. 435. « Eaek. xxxvi, 26. » 2 Pet. i, 3. 
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Historical and Saving Faith, xxxiit 

sometiines exhibits^ would not be a saving 
faith ?" I will ^ay nothing of the impropriety 
of such a comparison, but will endeavour to 
tell him what is meant by a saving faith at 
once, that I may, without extending this essay 
beyond the brevity I design, enter immediately 
upon the connection between faith and works, 
which he has so lamentably misunderstood. 
Faith then is an assent to the revelation of God 
in Christ, and the reception of the whole truth 
thereof, simply because God has said it. It is 
an act of the understanding embracing, and of 
the will agreeing to the whole word of God, 
with a fiducial dependence on Christ its sum 
and substance. Historical faith is only in the 
understanding, but saving faith engages both 
the understanding and the will. The one re- 
gards Christ as a relative good, the other by 
love closes with him as an absolute benefit, wel- 
coming him to the heart, and using his salva- 
tion for all the ends to which God ordained it. 
Historical faith acknowledges the veracity of 
the bible ; saving faith receives the unseen Re- 
deemer made known therein upon his own terms, 
and gives up the whole man to him, to serve 
him, as well as to be saved by him. The gos- 
pel makes known Christ, oflers Christ, and 

c 
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xxxiy Historkal^nd.Sa^iag\Faiih. 

ptfotnkefe GhxJBt (wkh all flpiritual bfessis^* 'In 
zeferdnce^iMiiitp tiiiese three prapecfeies ofihe 
gospel^itheiid are thrse acts q{ Baofibg Mtht^t 
fees tberfiillissa of Ghrkt — k receives Chris^H.* 
it mppropfiates Chrhl*, -and with hina 'eo|[Oy$ 
confidence in reconoiliationi juMificatietB^ sane* 
tificationy adaption^ and eiery other .eorenaftt 
advantage derivable ^ only thirimgh bim«' ' His^ 
torical fidth acknowledges, a Ohrkt jwkkaui, in 
the letter, saving faith hmg^ iiomioiikin^iket 
heart as '* the hope of gloryJ'. Ebom ftbie^we tie- 
rhre the happy conviction of ^vthediviieaccept*- 
anee" so much ridiculed by ouir northern ^ritic^ 
who designates it '^ a cruder unaathomBcd fancy/' 
That however is the fancy most^ deBetiping of 
such epithets, which tmikU its hopeti upon btf- 
man efforts, couples manVi merit with- thct^atone^ 
ment, and forbids to insist topmudi nftm 
attendance on the ^^ means of graoe"^ and ordir 
nances of the gospel, as though it were- passible 
to overcharge the channels of the water'>of 
life, whose redundant stream might prodilboe 
a hurtful flood ! 
But I now come to our reviewer's notions' on 

^ Vid. Raview^ p. i3S, where ol^eetion is na4e to the Inculca- 
tion of " excessive*' observance of the sabbath and attendance 
on public worship ! . • . • ' 
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the eomieetioli- of filth and trorfcsydia^stoted'ilMf 
e<iiingeKoffl preiicber»» ^He gravdy vteHs* na 
libfttitb^ir doetriiiea '^imist ham the 'effisst^ if 
tb^y 'halve any eflfect mt all,: of 'niietiag' men 
(temihe'diitiea of morafity;" aacl heichafijtises 
iHMm mmt utispftringlyfbr never omitting ^^to 
t^mbate 'as an evror of the most faitel kind^ 
tfa6Mdea>'that.;mir:«rofk8 can evanin pait and 
Ugeili^Aciii ihle atoneaieiit c£ Christ, oontri^ 
hke^to .theTiptoentdiig of salvation*" So then 
<»ir 'woffldd nakk part of our claim ta eternal 
gipry^jiasHi^tirjiid»p^tr/ko^ deeds, oongc^ned with 
th^'l^tffj^vc^ atonement lof the Redeemer, {nir^ 
cliase bea«en>i r la^notihis as great an absurdity 
lis tosag^^at-a man helped to buy a kingdom, 
by giving toirardsthefw^cbase^money a defac- 
ed, valudosa ^oin { He>aska also in a tone af 
trhunph, '^if good worka do. not contribute to 
our salvaticxD^.wb^it motive is there, founded on 
a> regard to salvation, for the performance of 
them?" ^^Ta this," he says, "it is answered, 
sakation is obt^ned thro^igh &ith alone, but 
a saving faith must necessarily produce good 
workar good works must therefore be practised 
as proofs of faith" — but he still adheres to his 
opinion that "a belief that our Works can in 
no degree or way contribute to our salvation,'' 
instead of producing works, will " if it produce 
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avy^iMHg at UU} fmdace the very cpeyerse.*' 
'Dhragh. tbei'<kily' ^ntittdintioii frvmn- to tUg 
sssertion^ in' the exemplary Ihresof &e folfoweM 
of the doctrtned to whkh he h dpposed, might 
have some ^cnght in the way of a (urMtitid 
reply, yet I conceive the best amwet Ix) all msch 
inferences feom the evangelieal ^ew^of the con- 
nection of faith and works, w3I be simply to 
state what itiss the more espedsliy^sis it will 
be found td be often $ttilcihglyilkistrated in 
the pages of this Httle voktme. 

Now, as all the wrong dedootiens :fiiDin the 
doctrine of salvation through &ith alone, arise 
from an imperfect appreciation of theeffe^ct pro- 
duced by a saving belief upotk the regeneraete 
mindy it should be clearly understood that the 
evangelical preacher is carefid to explain, that 
with this faith there is inseparably, interwoven 
a love of all its objects. These objects are 
Christ and everything revealed 'in faikn, wherein 
are evidently Comprised the bdauiy Imd spirit- 
uality of the divine law. Henee there is Awak- 
ened in true believers an afieotioQ for ;the law 
of God, on acoomit of its intrinsic parity and 
suitableness to their renewed* minds, and not 
only because of 'an imagined relation it bears to 
themselves or their interests^ They areiled to 
embrace the gospel, not merely to serve their 
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own punposoa^ but by ^ifwni ^i^Kuof^ka\c3BfttI- 
kftcy «s»iM by the/love^ oC Qtldii^tbetf Ipm^ti^ 
wbieh flisUies.diem to be holy initbein pmelaee 
umiier3dHy«r Bui be wbo fidcqpte.'the profe^sita 
of n^cm with only selfish: mds, adopts no 
mace of Jt timn he eoneeivefi necessary to serve 
bistusQ^ 9xA therefore will uoqnertionably be 
defeistixe in obbdiejieei whatever moral rules he 
may eoxieeitie to be laid.down for his observance. 
But jf| as evapgelic^ preadiera teach us, true 
faith arises from operations and influences that 
are ompmiunieated from God himself, and are 
eminenfiy spiritual, iavolviog even a participa- 
tion of the divine nature, together with the life 
of Christ by bis Spirit in the heart, vivifying the 
faculties of: Ae soul, and calling them out into 
exerdsea congenial with the new principle^ we 
may reasonably expect to see suitable manifest* 
ations.^of the power of such an agency. If 
God dwells intthe. heart, and is by Christ vitally 
anited vdth it, bis presence will be made known 
by ^is^ile e&cts ; and these wiE be according to 
Ui own :hoIjr mind and will. Hence arises true 
obediBBce to his laws, and that upon principles 
sore and efficacious, instead of being regulated 
by:the fluctuating vicissitudes of huaotan opinions, 
and « the ixnoititl aspects of particular times. 
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ti >3>li$ gl^Stfiaf IGrodtenhe iieait 4£isimA»mah' 

ij{ftfie;> >Il# 4exi)#llMt nature i& invariable; :9iid 
Ite priiHi^attbing ^hicdi^anittia^tes^^ttKffistSiiaiid 
gulden il;, is boBne^s, Mtbile all tbat is/ dontiMy 
thef tto excHtea disreliftfa and avcoreioaw Here 
then is the security for workt. The iprtty a^is 
answered, '' Lord, ifwKne ottr hearts! ^tookee|> 
thy law/* True cbristiand^thtMcnoiixiBi;^ of « 
Saviour^s atonementi but delight'ito^tfoHiiilsr Uk 
example^ and set contiimaUy befexietlisniBchDes 
the transcendent beatity of bis^hi^ly pdttsinR. 
Their faith is aecotppanied with, a change itif 
nature. It k in truths aii aiet of^the^iieiriialuEfe 
whose tendency is holy; and is imt nature- & 
more powerful principle of action than:. any 
other ?---^than any motive which ia the ibiuida- 
tion of a moral course of conduct ? Ther^or- 
mation of life which resulta merely from cotirie- 
tion of the judgment^ from hope of i^eward^ or 
from fear of panishment^ will cease to opecaHe 
whenever the force which restrains our 'sdll 
univiortified dispositions is spent ; butif obnd^- 
ence becomes our chmce, from ' die infiisioiiiiof 
io^ roHim to whiom-Iove id snpcelnelyv-dBc, 
iand who- dwells in tl» heart by.faitliy wvMtks 
atfeaa dertiiti aooneequeiice a»frtiit upea fhe 
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btasehcs ^^ ngotom tnee* ' Hen^^to pfleiach 
virtue upbn any other he»h tbAH tb nM^C iieger 
necatidil^ it to adom the noral garden wjfh 
btanefae9 imtead of plantei that bate -jro^to^ wni 
theycml will be faded loaye^ and withering bIo5- 
8ihU. Saying/felUi mtitf^ produce wodcs ia the 
wwfi of patm^al coKifiequeiice; • &xt while it em- 
hraiie» ttbe .atoiNsmeiit as the only ground of 
adeeptanceiiiit libo has respect to the meetness 
finr th^; ifahericaDae which the Spirit of Christ 
eQAiBniiiil3ates>'to the sod^ the true evidence of 
wfaiohis a love of the divine commands. Instead 
theeefoib of tile doctrines prea^ed on this point 
byerangdieal divines^ being amongst ^* the great- 
est Nabsurdities ihat ever entered the human 
Imun/'^'we may safely designate as such the in^ 
fenNices -drawn firdm them by their opponents. 

AA«f having thus stated the nature of true 
fiith^ any fiurth^ observation upon its connec- 
tion v?itih wmrks will be, I am sure» deemed 
anneisessary ; for if its essential character be 
faaly^'its fiwuts must be sO| a conclusion which 
pittiaiiend to all cavilling on the questioiir to 
alh vain, metaphysical distinctions, and to all the 
ratioeinatsons of* the Edmbui^ reviewer, or 
say otUer mfStifieations on the mibjecty w^h 
if mefaly followed, will oidy^ lead « like the lumi- 

• Vid. Review p. 447, note. 
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xl* Ne0d6fVtgiUm^. 

rasmmptgoU of a bog^ Into deeper ud diieper 
mirei-' 
The dcxstrines i liar^ fbebly endesrc^red to 
• indntbini in the fovegping ob«ervittiof)%iirilMM 
found to be stated with, great force and unedon 
in the epeeiaienB of Mr. Roidaiifl HillV dennona 
contatoedai'thig'voliiinei and ba^^ly those een*^ 
timents,, vhioh he> md other ebMipiom oi the 
goqiel helped to>qpread OTOr Mr land, sare t^ 
pidly manifesting the power of celeetial Kght,>to 
dissipate the cold and sickly inisls of error and 
indifiiMrenee, that had too loiig bid both Ae 
things of earth and heaven ftott the eyes <rf'' 
men. But the present influeiice and agcepla- 
blenesB of such doctrkies are accompanied with 
dangers and diflScultiesy demanding proportional 
vigilance and skill in those who ate attracting 
the public ear to their instfocfions. If the 
christian panoply be ill fitted or worn careless-^ 
ly, the enemy will use every creyice as ati^open** 
ing to thrust iii his dart/ or inftne bis prison ; 
and it is possible even for the preacher, when 
indulging his fancy or exhibiting bis powers,' to 
pass the -shadow of self between tbe truth and 
his peopl^i and thuib give a dimoeas and uncer- 
tainty to- itft brightest precepts* Mr Hill well 
said '/haomn otatoty often clouds divine truth ^^* 
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andiiQl Ic»M IM]^:^4m o14 d^iie demribe the 
effect olifine prefichingi when he compared k 'to- 
'' pu£tiQft4be;jiwoid q£ Ibe c6|)irit ontp a Tdllrefc 
3q«t>b|ir4rithilfc H oMiiipl? p?iek awl wDuiidttb» 
hflatt/' tfinQm>i!eir^tbe mind b atatttinei'diiH' 
ly .^mpf»9a0d Hitb the dobbiity ef tbe word of 
God^ ib0 initiUl|«r<ittt.iv>tODMriat the opponle 
f^i pf desofodiftg ti9^ a level t unworthy of U» 
an^rfiv Y«tbifih Jb^ beendetrknental to the use* 
fiil|ifS9$.of >niiiA|)> a |^ffaeher« , This I regret to 
sa]iiW4»0Gcaai<a»aIlyy,^fl ia weU known, the fault 
oftl^eyeneraUe mi&stejr ffom who^ discouraea 
I hA\^ niadd tbiiS9 sdtoQtion^; but I. have wf^^ 
fuUjr j9«puiigod frwi tti^m ^ such iudieatiovia 
of the poweviof i^ httmorous &ncy-rwhicb- baa 
stiUr^been ^miehMQx«ggeirated-*^cboosing only to 
be- the iDSfcriweol of bi20giiie; before the pub- 
Kcyritliat which l.bQpe is calculated to be really 
useful. If «ny 'thing oould . be a oampensalaoo 
for -ooQaaioQid forgetfulneas of the sokmnity of 
this {)yulpit,.Mr»JIiil undoubtedly B»de it m the 
fai^ftikieas/ppweri.origiDality» and cjoae appli>* 
catipa fifvhip Jbestaermons; and nieh at liaiea 
wa||i|ibfiri9ffeefe that the attentiyeiieaiiemight 
hai^aaidof. Uto> in the^. words of King Jfamea 
ap^^' to* a jp^verend pvelafe^ ^^nethinka this 
man jureaobea of death, aa'if death weve at my 
back." 
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. ul^te^i^ppiiti^n jtio .bear piwcliirig iri these 
days, does unquestionably, as I have b^fpire biat*- 
^, QffiB^ ^t^pjb^liom which diomaiKl: i;u;ipeaiung 
yi^ila^ef^i .1 liH^ifik therefore it will not he put 
pf plaee^to oienti&n a few of the. pretaleot mis- 
takes of flSealcMis mens to which | haveM^^d i»j 
yeneral)]e relati^ire frequeatty aUu4e<. One, of 
these was the adoptbn (^ a floiii^le-for tl^ 
purpose of captitadng the ear. > Tbi9 ia deacrilK 
ed by a quaint writer of fbroieir iimea.as^i Mtkind 
of fiiie^ neatj dakity piyeachingi eotiaiiNtiilg^iifiweii 
soundii^ words and of strains of Titian wU ^apd 
learningi to set out the skill andartpf ^ecfiefdii*- 
er, and make the hearer dppkvbd and fomm^^id 
him ; which a man may well doubt whether God 
will ever bless to the winning of souls.^ I WU 
remember Mr. Hill's mentioning some iiai6tru<^or 
of young preachers, who advised them not;. ip 
introduce "too much scripture into their «er^ 
mons, lest they should spoil their compositlMSir 
nor shall I forget the emphaais.witlltwl^ksh^be 
exclaimed, '^God grant my composition iiwijf?be 
so spoiled for ev^." No man less undei^iifahied 
an expressive elevated style ; but he > saw ' «iid 
wisely condemned the hollow ^ittemig ^it^aby 
ifluch too many ministers have Mt0ii40i tOiihe 

♦ Wheailey. 
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giddy lie^hts of tin ephedftera) kftdl dbngeilous 
poputerity.* * • .»•»,. oL ^. .• 

Atiotber mistake of zealous preacSerd-in d&t 
days has been the hasty introduction itttd fhehr 
sertoi^s of attradtive but Bl digested' MveYlies, 
hy which the tninds of many serious persons 
ba^ 'been most injiiriousty unsettled. It is, al- 
most ii£rt)OSBible to say what would have been 
tkd eohs^quences of such indiscretion^ if the 
v^torane ^f troth had not steadily mainteined 
its'flxcidi unaherAble doctrines. The congre- 
gation of iSie' faithful must be fed^ not with the 
spiroiits of a Ti?id imagination, but with the 
ripeiidd ptoduco of the tree of life, which con- 
tintiteJB ^vet fragrant and nutritious, while the 
fermer like fruits gathered in their greenness, 
are at first sirfted only to a distempered taste, 
and quickly shrirel and decay. Such have been 
tbe character and end of many crude opinions 
mi^ topics of preaching in our times. Sudden- 
ly adopted and dogmattcally taught, they made 
a' t^UiHi^iont Impression upon minds open to ex- 
<^ik!ment, engendering a bitter, intolerant spirit, 
whil«^l£e^ iilflUence remained, and left nothing 
but<^«irfiid^^ insipidity when the fii^sl efifeiret^- 
oeho^ s^ided. The word of God certainly 
opens an endless variefy for the exercise of the 
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proaebery bfolttU $bitt has $^p ^,o£ origijpialiigr 
inuflt be iii^ by the unerring toupbsto^ of 
{nddamenita) d^lrinesi or ^e new ligh( will be 
cbogerotts and dep^ptive in prop^rtkip t^ its Jbril- 
Itancyi and even truth itsplf will hay^ a,gha^^lgr • 
aspect in its glare. 

The reader of ^the following ajpeicimens of 
Mr. Rowlaod Hill's pre^hing» will not £ul to 
be struck with the affectionate emrnestn^ss of 
the more serious passages. But be bad the 
greatest aversion to anything lika what has 
been osJ&ediaeoUiing in the pulpity a fault fnto 
which some most worthy ministem have occa- 
sionally fallen. ]^yepy f^ithf4 pastor knpws 
what it is tQ suffer from the negligencet inatten- 
tion, and inconsistency of some of those aipopg 
whom ha has asealously laboure4; bpt most 
careful ought he to be^ pot to su^fr a. sudden 
chagrin to weaken the feelings, or alter th/e tone 
of christian affection^ even in moments pf the 
most intense disftppointment. \ ..tell yojii weep- 
ings* said St. Pauly ^' that ye are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ V apd his teara took nothing 
from bis dignity, while they proved jthe pi^r^i- 
nence of his love. Hpw to rebul^ is ^ sii^s- 
tion of serbus importance ; for unless the rebuke 
administers to the force of the exhortation w];uch 
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shouM ever aceonipaiyf it, hl^h ^icr^^tt^fttitto 
be isafutary. Id » iii vain that spoCs^^ ftttnwed 
by th^ acid of Ifbe onei uidl^&'thie'niiiid tttrMft^i 
ened^ aihd bri^lened by the dil of iheotfaw. 
The fate Mr. Simeon used to say -that there weire 
three modes of preaching. Btfore- pedpie-^ 
it acfldbm does mueh good; because the man is 
too ofteii more regard^ than his misssage. ^t 
people— it offends and therefeve Mb* To people 
— fhl^ is the wtfy to wach the heart. Wbik 
preaching fty* hii^ eongbegation, tfad evangelical 
minister has a £ne tecope before him in depiet* 
ifig thebvetin^s of pmetlcal piety. Though 
tnoral virtnfes are, as has b^en before sbewO) 
the invariabte fruits of savmg faith, yet it is not 
the I^ss necessary on this account to describe 
their ch&racteristiic beauties, as tests by which 
they may be tried, and as excitements to culti^r 
rate and guard them. To thb the mind is 
naturally Idd, by the striking enumeration of 
the fmits of the Spirit in seriptut©; and to 
dwell on them as springing from branches abid-t 
iiig iri Christ the Vine, is a duty which no fond* 
nesid foJ? db^tract doctrines however important 
shbUld allow the bearer of the whole gospel 
m^sag^ to overlook. Even the inferences of 
opponents though most incorrect, may teach a 
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eaifimtiMilioni .nThu^tbe ^stertioB that evaage- 
\k9k :9f datfliei^taTe segli^Qiit in enflorcuig mwcai^ 
il^.idbpiiihi iMgooder the utmost anisiety. in those 
yihb sow the true seedi to garnish its prndMcm 
with the flowera of the field from whence it 
springs — to make it» in the beaut^ul iiDageity 
of the bible^ " like a heap, of wheat s^t ^b^nt 
with lilies."^ Such a mode of dedariog the 
nature of true ohriatianity. will be, J. trusty fatind 
emiDentiy attractive in. these iCiiiamplea of .t^e 
pastoral instruction of my. a^^ wA ^veioerable 
relative, who was ever aoci^8loi9(i^ to dilale 
upon the moral duties of those <w,bo pj^ofeiseed to 
be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. Though 
the inferences from the doctrines stated may 
seem obvious, it is not less necessary impresaiye^ 
ly to enforce thern^ because this is^evicl^ntly tjbe 
mode sanctioned by scripture. When our Lord 
declared any speculative truthi he invariably 
applied it practically;^ and exhortation is ao 
essential to good preaching, that the ministerial 
work is occasionally called by this nati^i''^ while 
in all the epistles, the practical detail invaoriiUy 
follows the exposition of doctrine. A good 

* Cant, vii, 2. ' For an example see Matt. xxii. 

* Acts li, 40; x!?i, 15; 1 Tim. iv, 10. 
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premier ofdldy being asked ^rn^if h» pveaehM 
so~phi6ly»^ and dilated (So mti^ in hfo tet^momr, 
answered, '' I am a fiaherman ; new fitfhetmeif, 
if they should ftmd up the net and 8» oast it 
into the sea, would catch nothing, but when 
they spread %\^ net they catch the fish. I 
spp^^my nei because I would catch thefish^ 
that 18, 1 preach so plainly, and dilate so much 
in my sermons,' that I may win souls to Christ." 
- There nevdr was a period in which it was more 
necessary tbiiM It is now, for preachers to be care- 
ftil of 4Am^ matter atid manner of their disconrses, 
in drder to answer all worldly objections to the 
fortner, and that the latter may not be un- 
suitable either to the simplicity or the dignity 
of the gospel. The pulpit is becoming daily a 
mightier instrumafit; but Ood forbid that those 
who'occupy it should ever use it for other than 
ks legitimate ends — ^the edification of the church 
of Christ, and gathering accessions to its mem- 
bers. Former times have seen it prostituted 
to secular tsses, and history presents ns with 
tlie awful result. The celestial nature of the 
g0(ipet of Christ refuses admixture with ought 
that is earthly. God will not suffer his candle-- 
stick to remain on the same stand with the 
torch of man's kindling, but instantly removes 

4 Dr. Preston. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xlviii Gospel Disposition. 

it from the unholy partnership. Then all true 
light departs, and whatsoever is the safeguard 
of a nation, the regulator of the social system, 
or an essential ingredient of true prosperity, 
takes wing and attends it. Neither is the pul- 
pit to become the place of angry discussion and 
religious animosity, for the Lord will assuredly 
take away the illumination by which we quarrel 
instead of working, lest the hallowed lamp be 
broken in our feuds about its light. He who 
imagines himself to be the champion of truth, 
because he contends for it with the weapons of 
human warfare, is not its champion at all ; for 
its glory is, that when exhibited in its own 
ethereal brightness, it has power to scatter the 
shades of darkness by the splendour of its own 
shining. Let us improve the gospel dispensation 
by seeking and fostering a gospel disposition ; 
then Omnipotence will bless his own word, and 
honour, in spite of all misrepresentation or hos- 
tility, that evangelical teaching, which directs 
the disciples of Christ to seek an inward holiness 
of heart, as the mainspring of every practical 
virtue; and while it strips us of all false notions 
of human merit, leads of its very nature, to the 
highest moral attainment of which man is ca- 
pable. 
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SERMON L 

man's violation of the rights of god. 



Mal. Hi, 8. 
" Will a man rob God?" 



Can you controvext these words? "ye are not 
your own, for ye ure bought with a price." ^ If 
not, the annexed command is in every way a 
reasonable deduction from them» "therefore 
glorii^ God in your body and in your spirit 
wbipb are God's." This is an inference which 
commends itself at once to every man's consci- 
ence, and demands our attention, because it is 
the word of God himself. It was while thus 
viewing my obligations to God, that my text 
struck me; for if we are not our own but en- 
tirely purchased and redeemed that we should 
fa^ dedicated to God, then we are accouatabk 
to him for every faculty and talent, great or 

> 1 Cor, vi, 19, 20. 

B 
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2 Man's Violation 

small, which he has given us. I am not ac- 
countable to the Lord for what he has not 
bestowed, but I am responsible for all that he 
has communicated. My understanding, my en- 
tire ability, however humble, must be conse- 
crated and employed to his glory. There is a 
word sometimes used in the bible, and oftener 
understood where it is not used ; I mean duty; 
and this duty is to obey God, even though 
after we have done all, we are *^ unprofitable 
servants.'* 

Yet, how beautifully it is said, ** in keeping 
his commandments there is great reward." God 
himself makes us happy by enabling us to per- 
form the great duty of loving him with all our 
hearts, and minds, and souls, and strength. We 
are enabled to delight in all that is excellent 
and gracious in God, and this alone constitutes 
our true felicity. In loving my neighbour as my- 
self I feel the serenity of universal afiectipn. 

I have often dwelt upon those unanswerable 
arguments which prove the eternal, unchange- 
able obligations of the divine law. God cannot 
alter his own law. This law has made us 
accountable to him, as I have stated, for all our 
faculties, and if we do not render him the fruit 
of those powers by which we are made capable 



y Google 



of the Rights of God. 3 

of serving him, then, according to the expression 
of the text, we rob God! 

I delight in the most minute directions of the 
law; its beauty often appears transcendently 
in these. Observe the plumage of some ele-* 
gant bird, mark accurately the least portion 
of its varied dress, and see whether you can 
note a single defect in its Maker's skilful work. 
Thus the most minute regulations of the law of 
God, prove the perfect wisdom of the infinite 
mind that framed and gave the whole. I must 
not rob my God by disobeying the least of his 
commands, which have reference to the common 
course of daily life. For instance, I know that 
I must eat to live, but in my daily food which 
God bestows, I must glorify him: *' whether 
we eat, whether we driiik" — O taste not, drink 
not, without praising the Lord — " whatever we 
do" — mind the expression whatever — we must 
" do all to the glory of God." 

I do not expect to be saved by a rule, but if 
I am saved I shall be ruled. Upon this prin- 
ciple I intend to proceed this morning. From 
the sole of my foot to the crown of my head, I 
am the creature of God as he made me. This 
is all I know. You can tell me that you think, 
but can you tell me why or how you think? 

B2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4 Man's Violation 

The atheist then is the greatest of fools, and 
the deist is little better ; for the grand glory of 
God is the gospel power, whereby man's fallen 
and perverted facultiei; are restored, and made 
obedient unto him who gave them. In our sin- 
ful state we have only power to injure ourselves; 
we can blind our eyes, we can deafen our hear- 
ing, we can maim our tongues, we can deprive 
ourselves of good, but it is only in the gospel 
that good is conferred on us, and by the conse- 
cration through the Spirit, of all we have to the 
Lord. Have I an eye for the same purpose 
only as the brute ? No, I have it for a nobler 
end, that I may look up to God. Brutes feel, 
see, and hear, but they cannot meditate on 
superior things: it is given to man alone to 
enjoy that wisdom, whereby he is enabled to 
ascend above the things of earth and rest upon 
his God. I have a thousand things capable of 
being used to God's glory, but I feel that I 
cannot glorify him aright, without possessing 
his love in me. To this end the heart must be 
sanctified by grace, for it is only the regenerate 
mind that has the power of rising above self to 
a life devoted to God's glory. 

"Will a man rob God?" When may we be 
said to rob him ? 
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of the Rights of God. 5 

1. We rob God of that which is due to him 
from the gift of our tongues, if we shew not 
forth his praise. To dedipate this member to 
the profane work of sin is an awful robbery 
of God. Brethren, I want you to feel what you 
have received as creatures redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, and sanctified by the Spirit of 
grace, and to see the vast importance of this 
wondrous work, that you may shew forth the 
praises of your God. 

2. We rob God, when we do not render se- 
dulous obedience to all his holy laws. Rob God ! 
Itis miserable to think that man should rob man. 
The more intimate the tie the more heinous the 
robbery : it is a high crime when the servant 
robs his master, but higher still when the son 
robs the parent, whose heart yearns upon the 
wicked child, even while he is wasting his sub- 
stance. But O to rob God, to whom we stand 
in relations more intimate than the closest bonds 
of men! 

3. God is robbed of the talent of the under- 
standing when it is not employed for him. Yet 
what numbers have yielded up this fine faculty 
to the service of Satan himself ! 

4. We rob God when we dishonour his sacred 
day. If I were to go into, the country this 



y Google 



6 Man's Violation 

afternoon to preachy how many thousands of 
the citizens of London should I see breaking 
the sabbath ! You^ beloved, enjoy a happiness 
in God's house, ten thousand times superior to 
that which the worldly feci in the haunts of 
dissipation. Blessed be God, he denies us no 
good ; he only forbids what is evil, and takes 
away from his servants the depraved appetite 
for that which is wrong, while he gives them 
holy longings for that which is truly beneficial 
His law is not a law that is rigid, but a law that 
is lovely. 

5. If we live to ourselves, we rob God. 
Hence it is said, ^' none of us liveth unto himself, 
and no man dieth unto himself;" whether we live, 
or whether we die, we are to be the Lord's.*^ 

6. We rob God if we do not obey him to the 
utmost of our powers. He has a right to the 
utmost of our obedience. 

7. Again, we rob God if we give not to our 
dear Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ, the 
peculiar honours and glories which belong to 
him. I will not deny him the honour of his 
precious atonement, nor fail to acknowledge his 
justifying righteousness. There are numbers 
who rob him of these, and many other of his 

* Rom. xiv,'7, 8. 
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of the Rights of God. 7 

glories. I will not rob God the Father, by de- 
nying the everlasting purity of his law ; neither 
will I rob God the Son by refusing to ascribe 
to him all the merits which belong to him, and 
taking to myself the merit of those works which 
are imperfect, and would never be found in me 
at all, if he by his Spirit did not create them ; 
and, 

8. I win not rob God the Holy Spirit by pro- 
fessing to work out my own sanctification. I 
remember that he is described as a jealous God, 
and wherever he carries on his mighty work, he 
gives the mind power to observe it, and the will 
to acknowledge it. 

O my dear hearers, I wish these thoughts may 
bring your minds to take earnest heed that you 
rob not God of any of his glory, and that you 
give him the honour due unto his niame. If this 
principle be in you, you will find that when you 
have performed any duty, you have still another 
before you. If I have done for to-day, I must 
begin again to-morrow ; if I have ceased from 
this moment's dealing with God, I must go to 
him again the succeeding moment. If I breathe 
the air, the effect upon my lungs is to enable 
me to breathe again, and if I live upon my God, 
and breathe the element of holiness, it is only 
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8 Maris Violation, ^c. 

that I may enjoy more and more that sacred 
atmosphere, into which he brings his children, 
and wherein they live. 

O my hearers, your necessities are just as 
many as your temptations. Live upon God the 
Holy Spirit. 

If time permitted, I could take another view of 
the words of my text in their original reference 
to the Levites, who were robbed of their tithes 
and offerings when they had no inheritance be- 
sides. But God requires more than the tenth 
of our hearts; he demands the whole; *'my 
son," saith he, "give me thine heart."' Tell me 
O my God, how I am to live more abundantly 
to thy glory and praise. Teach me how to gain 
more, that I may yield thee more ; to redeem 
my time better, that it may be spent for thine 
honour and in thy service. 

' Prov. xxiii, 26. 
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SERMON IL 

THE WRITING OF THE SPIRIT ON THE 
RENEWED HEART, 



2 Cor. iii, 3, 4. 

— " Ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ minis- 
tered by 118, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
living God ; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the 
heart. And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward." 

My dear congregation, have I taken a proper 
text with which to commence my winters la- 
bours among you? Can I apply it to you ? Are 
you such people as the apostle here describes ; 
the people on whose conduct the graces of 
Christianity are fairly engraven ? The longer 
I live to consider the importance of my work 
among you, the more forcibly I feel the worda 
of St. Paul in the preceding chapter, ^* who is 
sufficient for these things?" Were it not for 
the promise that our sufficiency shall be from 
God, it would be the highest presumption in us 
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10 The Writing of the Spirit 

to undertake a work so solemn as ours. I know 
I cannot express the importance of my vocation, 
and I hope you, when you come to the house of 
God, will also remember how great a duty you 
have to perform. 

The apostle had to lament that some who 
bore the Christian name were a disgrace to the 
Christian cause. There were some false pro- 
fessors even in those early days, whom Christ 
and Christ a.lone could not satisfy, and who 
corrupted the word of God, whilst the apostle 
declared, ** but as of sincerity, but as of God, 
in the sight of God, speak we in Christ ;"^ As 
though he would have said, "let them have 
their own by-ends as they may, but as in the 
presence of the living God, we address every 
man's conscience in his sight, and strive to bring 
home divine truth to the minds of our hearers." 
We should endeavour so to act, that the world 
may be silenced by our conduct, while we give 
them to 6ee how highly honourable they are who 
are dignified by the transforming grace of God, 
and on whose hearts the beauty of holiness is 
depicted by the marvellous energy of the blessed 
Spirit, who vivifies and adorns all those who 
have experienced a sacred union with Christ, 

1 2 Cor. ii, 17. 
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on tfte Renewed Heart 1 1 

How admirably does the passage before us 
commence with the words, ''ye are manifestly 
declared to be the epistle of Christ," Every 
Christian man is an epistle of Christ, and is 
evidently declared to be such, by having Christ's 
law written upon his hieart and interwoven with 
the very texture of his new nature, and with 
every faculty of his mind. The work is accom- 
plished, not by being ''written with ink, but by 
the Spirit of the living God ; not in tables of 
stone; but in fleshy tables of the heart." The 
Lord must prepare the tablets for his own work; 
he cannot write his law upon your hearts, bre^ 
thren^ in your natural state; you "must be 
born" of God. Mark then the distinction made 
between the two sorts of tablets. It is not writ- 
ten upon those of stone. Hereby you are given 
to understand that you are born with stony hearts. 
No artist can accomplish a good engraving upon 
unfit Materials; and such are our hearts by na- 
ture, and unless divinely changed, they become 
still worse and worse. 

. If God had waited till we began with him we 
should have been left in an awful state, but his 
promise is, " I will take away the stony heart." 
May the Lord now begin his work; and O lift up 
your hearts to God in prayer that the word may 
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13 The Writing of the Spirit 

strike home to the conscience, and such a blow 
be given to the stony heart as shall break it in 
pieces. 

First of all, then, we find that the heart of stone 
is to be taken away, and the heart of flesh given; 
that is, a heart that has feeling, a heart that can 
receive compunction from above. There are 
some people in the world of astonishing insensi* 
bility ; but when the Lord Jesus Christ makes 
a soul fit for heaven, he does in a remarkable 
manner change its natural disposition. I have 
known some persons naturally inhuman; but 
when grace touched their hearts it made them 
very tender. Grace rectifies the heart altoge- 
ther. It is a mercy to be made susceptible of 
those feelings which tell divinely and sweetly on 
the mind. I want while I preach to make you 
feel every word I preach, and desire that you 
may perceive you are the better for every 
word you hear. But how truly does the apostle 
describe the unfeeling nature of man, when he 
declares that sinners are *' dead in trespasses 
and sins V Last summer I frequently visited the 
bedside of a poor woman who was paralytic, 
and her medical adviser said, *^ let us try if we 
cannot make her feel this powerful medicine.*' 
But no, she was past feeling. Thus it is with 
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on the Renewed Heart. IS 

the insensible heart. Do you now feel? You 
are in a dangerous condition indeed if you can- 
not feel faithful preaching; therefore pray 
against an unfeeling heart. Tell me, O my God, 
in what language I may best portray the danger 
of an unfeeling heart. I never heard that 
prayer read, ''from hardness of heart and con- 
tempt of thy word and commandment, good 
Lord, deliver us," without admiring it. It is a 
hard thing to do good to those who have a hard 
heart in their bosoms; and this is the great ob- 
stacle to the success of our ministry. 

Now the Lord can take away this heart of 
stone. Blessed be his name his acts are not 
contrary to his nature; he banishes the evil and 
implants the good, and he does it in his own wise 
manner. He does not engrave his law on the 
table of stone, but on the fleshj^ table of the 
new heart; "a new heart," says he, "will I give 
thee, and a new spirit will I put within thee ;" 
'' thou shalt wear it in thy bosom as a pledge of my 
love to thee, and that lovingly manifested through 
regenerating grace." What God writes there 
will not fade away after it is written. Some 
writings have in time become illegible because 
the virtue of the ink was not durable ; but it is 
not so with what is written on the new heart by 
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14 The Writing of the Spirit 

that excellent power which is from above. The 
Holy Ghost imparts a fine capability to the 
mind of receiving and retaining the characters 
of the heavenly writing, and makes the Christian 
to find the sacred law engraven on his breast, to 
be congenial with every holy sensation created 
in him. I heard of a man who was tried for 
his life, who had so completely erased the mark 
from the property he stole, that it was impos- 
sible to identify it. Blessed be God, he so pre- 
pares the heart, and impresses his image therein 
that it cannot be obliterated. 

Thus I have endeavoured to shew you what 
you ought to be as '^ epistles of Christ, known 
and read of all men;" I now desire you to 
remember how these are to be written — "not 
with ink, but by the Spirit of the living God." 
This latter expression is not too strongly word- 
ed, for it is the Spirit of the living God which 
alone can put his seal upon the souls of his 
people. We are made alive to God by the 
Spirit of the living God. Every grace of the 
Spirit is a feU grace in the heart of every one 
that has it. The true believer feels gratitude 
to a gracious Saviour ; he feels love to a holy 
God ; he feels the work of good going on within 
him. I defy the children of Satan to do one 
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on the Renewed Heart. 15 

wicked actioiii but as they feel the wicked prin- 
ciple working in them before they do it. Evil 
thoughts are the forerunners of evil deeds, and 
holy thoughts are created by God the Holy 
Spirit, to be the blessed harbingers of good to 
all those who are alive unto him. It is God 
that ^' worketh in us to will and to do of his 
good pleasure/' faking us to be '^his willing 
people in the day of his power." It is our 
duty as ministers to describe to you the ''mind 
of Christ," and it is yours to pray that this mind 
may be in you, regulating all your thoughts and 
actions to the honour of his name. 

Now what have we shewn you ? Why, that 
your hearts must first be regenerate, and then 
that God himself must write upon them. He 
must also shine upon them to make his writing 
visible. When the sun is about to set. it de- 
scends towards the horizon, and soon becomes 
dimmer and dimmer till every beam of its light 
is withdrawn from us, and no return can we 
have of it till that glorious orb rises again. 
Thus all the spiritual light we have, and in 
which we shine, comes alone from Him who is 
emphatically styled our '' light." 

But, beloved, hear another portion of the 
words of our text, and consider whether it i^ 
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suitable to your own cases ; ** such trust have 
we through Christ to God-ward/' that is, such 
we trust you are through the grace and to the 
glory of God. We are the instrumeots, but it 
is by the divine hand alone that the great work 
must be performed. 

My dear bearers, the most glorious thing in 
the world is to bear at all times and in all places 
before men, a fine transcript of the image of 
Christ upon the mind ; ^^ as he that hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of con- 
versation." Some may have a great deal of 
profession of religion, and yet not possess its sub- 
stance ; they may be very saintrUke in the house 
of God and in pubUc, while their conduct is 
most Satanic in their own houses; but true 
Christians, whatever their stations and where- 
ever they may be found, are always careful that 
what the Spirit has engraven upon their bosoms 
should be '' known and read of all men." The 
real believer never forgets the high importance 
of his duties and pursuits, nor follows the frivo- 
lous example of the world. The swallows which 
appear in the summer months are useful in their 
way, destroying the insects which might other* 
wise increase to the inconvenience of men ; yet 
they sing not and soar not, like others of the 
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feathered tribe, but from dawn to sunset are 
unceasmgly engaged in catching the little flies 
which swim in the air. Thus thousands have 
no aim but the trifles of time, while the Christian 
has a nobler nature, and his attention is fixed 
on the glorious things pertaining to eternal sal- 
vation. 

I want to see you, brethren, " mounting up 
with wings as eagles," and, instead of following 
afler follies as insignificant and ephemeral as flies, 
I beseech you rise alofk above the world with 
holy exultation, and when you descend upon 
the prey, let it be to seize and destroy those 
evils which impede the work of rehgion in the 
soul. O honour your aged preacher by a con* 
duct which shall prove that he has not preached 
in vain, and that the Lord has made his word 
a blessing to your minds. 
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SERMON III. 

THE SALT OF THE SACRIFICE. 

Ezra vii, 22. 
— "And salt without prescribing how much." 

I MEYER wi^h to adopt fanciful phrases, that 
have no definite meaning; but it appears that 
there is a very beautiful meaning in these words^ 
which describe part of the preparation for those 
typical services which were figurative of things 
pertaining to the church of Christ. It was 
particularly commanded that Aaron in all his 
offerings should offer salt ; the salt of the cove- 
nant was not to be wanting on any account 
whatever. This, like all the other old testament 
ceremonies^ was ordained to teach us of heaven- 
ly things. At the time when the words of our 
text were spoken, the Lord had been afflicting 
his people. O could we but see the criminality 
of our hearts aright, we should never think the 
Lord's hand was too hard upon us : should " a 
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living man complain for the punishment of his 
sins?"* But the Lord was also in mercy about 
to restore the Jewish worship and economy, to 
remain till such time as Christ should come to 
abrogate the whole of it, and by the sacrifice of 
himself to bring in that everlasting righteous- 
nessy which is to be in and upon ail them that 
believe — to justify his church by his atonement, 
and prepare it for himself by his Spirit. Glory 
be to God, we now live under a dispensation 
wherein all essential things are plain, and have 
an immediate tendency to come home to the 
mind, when it is wrought upon by the powerful 
influence of the Holy Ghost. May you and I 
now feel that which is according to the spirit 
we should all enjoy. 

The deaths of the Persian kings quickly 
succeeded each other. We hear of the rapid 
succession of Cyrus, Artaxerxes, and Darius 
who made a decree favourable to the Jews; 
and here we read of a second Artaxerxes, who 
appeared equally well disposed. Under the 
auspices of his government, Israel was to be 
protected, and the sacrifices of the Lord insti- 
tuted again. His decree was decisive and 
urgent, and all encouragement was given to its 

> Lain, iii, 39. 
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execution. What a mercy it is that all hearts 
are in the Lord's hands^ and that he turneth 
them severally as he will, and where he will. 

the solemnity of the idea^ that there is an 
infinitely glorious God who reigns above, pre- 
siding over millions of intelligent minds created 
by his sovereign power. It is mysterious to me, 
and I cannot tell how it is, that these various 
minds so differ from each other ; one possessed 
of faculties, bright, beauteous, and good, and 
another all that is vicious, hateful, and profane. 

1 cannot believe that God creates evil in the 
wicked mind, but I believe that he leaves har- 
dened sinners to themselves. All minds are 
assuredly his workmanship, and it is impossible 
to deny that he has the power to control, and 
restrain every existing being; and we shall 
make a right use of this reflection, if, leaving 
things beyond our depth, we simply desire that 
our hearts may be sweetly and solemnly given 
up to God, that he may have entire dominion 
over them, and that they may be consecrated 
to his glory, while our bodjly actions are so 
regulated by the spirit of our minds, that we 
may do his will and live to his praise, through 
the Holy Ghost living and dwelling within us. 

But to come more immediately to the matter 
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before us. The king not only commissioned 
the Jews to build the temple^ but ordered that 
they should be supplied with all the cattle 
required for their sacrifices^ and that no im- 
pediment should be in the way of the worship 
of their God. Let us remember how highly 
favoured we are in these days. We are kindly 
protected by the government under which we 
live ; we sit each " under his own vine and his 
own fig tree, none daring to make iis afraid." 
Thus it will be an awful thing to go from 
England to hell ! 

Not only were sacrifices commanded to be 
ofiTered, but the means of offering them were 
supplied. '^And I^ even I, Artaxerxes the 
king, do make a decree to all the treasurers 
which are beyond the river^ that whatsoever 
Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the 
God of heaven shall require of you, it be 
done speedily, unto a hundred baths of wine, 
and to a hundred baths of oil, and salt without 
prescribing how much^^ Whilst the quantity 
of the other portions of the sacrifices was pre- 
scribed, yet I find that to the salt there was 
no limit assigned: they were to have as much 
as they liked. It is a mercy that we have 

2 Ver. 21, 22. 
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the reality of the things typified, while they had 
only the representation of them. 

But let us fix our attention upon the salt of 
the sacrifice. How beautifully the old testa- 
ment figure, " with all thy offerings thou shalt 
offer salt," accords with our Lord's command, 
^^ have salt in yourselves, and have peace one 
with another!" The apostle also enjoins us to 
have our conversation ^'seasoned with salt." 
Now, there are many useful ideas conveyed to 
us under the type of salt. It teaches, 

1. What Christ is to his people, and what his 
people are to the earth. Christ is the heavenly 
salt upon his people's hearts, and they are, as 
we shall see hereafter, "the salt of the, earth." 

2. Salt is a preservative against corruption. 
Without life we must soon turn to corruption ; 
as long as I live I shall not experience it, but as 
soon as I am dead, it will commence its work 
upon this poor body of mine. O that we may 
possess Christ's life in our souls. But in this 
present corrupting world we need that which 
resists its influence. Such is said to be the 
grace of the Spirit of God upon our souls ; it 
is the salt of the heart, and comes down divinely 
to preserve it from corruption. 

3. It was with salt that the sacrifices and the 
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priests' portions were reasoned and made sa- 
voury. All that is before us in the way of duty 
will be unprofitable, but as the spiritual salt is 
with us to bless the duty. We deeply need the 
salt of divine grace upon all our performances. 
We poor ministers shall never preach efiectu- 
ally, but as We preach in a manner that may be 
called savoury. A man may extract the nour- 
ishment from a large mass of flesh and bones, 
but it is unpalatable, and unwholesome till it is 
seasoned with salt. So it is with all our dis- 
courses, unless that which is really useful in 
itself comes with spirit and power to the heart. 
Our prayers should be earnest that the Lord 
may come into the sanctuary with his ministers, 
and fiU them with holy zeal and longing desires 
after the salvation of men ; that they may not 
present themselves before the hungry with bas- 
kets that are empty, but with such as are well 
stored; and that He who gives the food and 
power to dispense it, may also make it acceptable 
and good. Those preachers will be most useful, 
I firmly believe, who are enabled throughout 
their sermons to depend entirely upon Christ; 
and those hearers will profit most and find their 
hearts most fitted for receiving the word of God, 
who pray most while they sit beneath its solemn 
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sound. Nothing is so important as that the di- 
vine unction should be conferred upon the mi- 
nisters of truths for then alone will they become 
instruments of real benefit to their people. How 
I should rejoice to hear of any of my congrega- 
tion sayings *^ I forgot who preached^ I felt so 
much the influence of the truths he preached. 
Blessed be God, I was enabled to repent, and the 
silent tears trickled down my cheeks ; my heart 
was affected, and it began to relent : and now it 
relents again, when I consider by whose mercy 
it was that I was blessed with these feelings.*' 

4. Salt is an antidote against contagion. I 
heard lately of the cautions they were taking 
against the plague which was raging in Spain. 
But» my brethren, sometimes all human means 
fail, and pestilence enters with the breath of our 
nostrils, works in the constitution, and ends 
in death. Thus it is with the spiritual frame, 
unless the Lord infuse into it the heavenly salt 
to abide therein. Nowhere can we be kept 
from spiritual infection, but by that great pre- 
servative the grace of God, which resists sin 
with an invincible power. I may be attacked by 
its disease, but if I have the salt within, I can 
never be subdued by it. 

5. Not only does the preacher want this salt. 
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and the people need it^ but all we ofier must be 
seasoned with it ; ''in every offering thou shalt 
offer salt." I desire to offer before my God the 
sacrifice of a broken and a contrite heart; I 
wish to feel myself a sinner, so that I may la- 
ment over myself as such in his sight. Good 
Thomas a Kempis (I call him so, though of the 
church of Rome, for I doubt not that some have 
reached heaven through all her absurdities) 
used to say, '' I had much rdkther feel compunc- 
tion than be acquainted with the meaning of the 
word," But O how do we need this sacred salt 
in the offering of these the true *' sacrifices of 
God." I feel my exceeding want of this bless* 
ed salt, whenever I come before the Lord to 
offer up the grace of repentance unto life. 
What ! have I any thing to offer before my God ? 
Yes, but it is his gift ; and though he gives me 
nothing but what he claims again as bis own, I 
thank him for it, and devote it joyfully to his 
praise. I feel the sacred grace of repentance, 
which he has implanted, wonderfully attracting 
my soul towards him. I can never approach 
Christ in faith, without a humble conviction of 
my own guilt and misery as a sinner. 

6. What is prayer without this salt ? What 
will it avail if we approach the Lord as some 
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did of old of whom it was said, '^this people 
draw near unto me with tiieir lipfi while their 
heart b far from me." But how does St. Paul, 
that masterly writer on divine truth, speak of 
praying? Hear his words; */ praying. always with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit."^ This 
is indeed having the life of God in the soul, 
whereby we live before him in our prayers. We 
cannot pray aright to the Lord, without the salt 
of the divine Spirit upon our hearts. 

7. This scdt is necessary in reading the scrips 
tures. O never look into your bibles wijthout 
looking up to God. I admire the wisdom and 
piety of that excellent collect — let us get it by 
heart, and say it from the heart — which prays 
that we may ^' read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest" the scriptures written fof our learning. 
We cannot do this without the salt in our souls. 

8. I cannot go on enumerating these Chris* 
tian graces and acts, whereby we prove that 
the salt of the covenant is sprinkled upon our 
hearts; but I give you another general idea. 
Christ is not only the salt in us but we have the 
honour, if his true disciples, to be the " salt of 
the earth." The Lord means by blessing us to 
make us a blessing to others. Fathers, look 

3 Ep. vi, 18. 
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upon your rising offspring with a praying and a 
serious spirit ; remember that your children will 
mark your parental conduct. O what grace 
and wisdom are required to make you exemplary 
heads of large families, to behave before them 
as if God were present with you^ and to walk 
in their sight as the priests of your own house- 
holds ! How needful is it that when you pray 
before them^ you should feel the petitions you 
prefer, and live every moment as in the presence 
of the Lord, remembering that your morning sa- 
crifice implies the consecration of the entire day 
to bis glory. 

We are not only, however, to be the salt of 
the earth in our domestic circles, by our man- 
agement of our children and servants, but the 
world must see it in our daily conduct. They 
must see us uncorrupted by all the corrup- 
tion which surrounds us. We must be pre- 
served by the salt of the Spirit shed on us 
abundantly, and of which there is a full supply^ 
Wherever Joseph was, there was a blessing; 
when in goal for a crime he never committed, 
the gaol was blessed for his sake ; in Potiphar's 
house he was likewise a blessing; in Pharoah*s 
court he was a blessing also. So God's real 
children are blessings wherever they appear. 
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Ten righteous would have saved Sodom; La- 
ban's house was blessed while Jacob was there. 

get this spiritual salt into your hearts^ that 
wherever you go, a blessing may accompany you ; 
that "whether you live you may live unto the 
Lord, or whether you die you may die unto 
the Lord, that living or dying ye may be the 
Lord's." 

9. Once more. I apprehend that salt was 
often used in the sacrifices wanting lustre in 
their burning. When the fire began to be dim, 
the priest threw a handful of salt into the midst 
of the sacrifice, and it brightened. When you 
are growing dim, when the flame of grace burns 
dull within, look to the great High Priest to 
scatter the celestial salt upon the altar of your 
hearts, that you may blaze forth again. 

I trust you have now become convinced that 

1 have not taken a mere fanciful text, and I 
pray God that these truths may be made useful 
to your souls for Christ's sake. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 

THE APOSTLE PAUL BEFORE AND AFTER 
CONVERSION, 



Phil, iii, 8, 9. 



** Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that 
I may 'win Christ, and be found in him." 

Those who are truly acquainted with their bibles, 
know that without a spiritual understanding, it 
is impossible to comprehend the fulness of the 
grace therein contained. The promise of God 
is, that all his children shall be taught of him : 
and the Psalmist prays, ^' open thou mine eyes, 
that I may see the wondrous things of thy law." 
It is as easy to read without eyes, as to read the 
scriptures profitably, without the eyes of the 
understanding being opened by the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 

1. The character of Paul ever stood well in 
some points of view ; he was, for example, al- 
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ways strictly conscientious; nay, I doubt not, 
that there was something of an honest intention 
working in him even when he persecuted, for 
he "did it ignorantly through unbelief." He 
knew not Jesus whom he was persecuting ; but 
how he grieved over it afterwards; and how 
good and merciful was the God of love to bear 
with him so long a time. However, notwith- 
standing this, ignorance can never be generally 
admitted as a plea for doing wrong. 

Nothing was so great a hindrance to Paul, as 
an unhappy fancy that he was more righteous 
than his neighbours. I desire strongly to insist 
upon the doctrine which teaches, that till the 
Spirit of truth comes to convince us of sin, we 
can never know its evil, nor comprehend the 
remedy provided for deliverance from it. O 
may that divine illumination be found in you 
and me, and then never shall we rest contented, 
till assured of our interest in the righteousness 
of Christ, and that we are living to bis praise. 
When we are duly convinced of sin by God 
the Holy Ghost, there appears an amazing de- 
fectiveness even in the righteousness of the 
most righteous. Those who experience what 
regeneration creates upon the heart, and are 
filled with an earnest desire to " be holy*' before 
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God " in all manner of conyersation and godli- 
ness/' cannot live happily^ but as they are made 
sensible of the need of the implantation of holi- 
ness from above. 

The apostle had been acruel persecutor before 
he was converted^ and he became afterwards as 
much the object of persecution ; yet with this 
remarkable difference^ that when he persecuted^ 
he was furlpusly mad against the Christians, but 
when he became the object of persecution, he 
was as mild and gentle as a lamb. '* Being de- 
famed he entreated ;'.' and perhaps when he was 
" in deaths oft/' and calamity followed calamity, 
he frequently called to mind the dying groans of 
the martyr Stephen ; and then how would he have 
rejoiced, could he have seen the revival of that 
holy man whose ministry he had cut short by his 
cruel violence. O the riches of the Saviour s 
grace, which stooped so low as to arrest such a 
blood-thirsty sinner in his blind career, and gave 
a proof of those consolatory words, '^ he saveth 
to the uttermost all that come to God through 
him." No sinper who flies to Christ, shall be 
rejected; if we give our hearts to bim, he will 
come and dwell in them, and we shall find our 
heaven in his blessed presence there. 

But, St, Paul has reference in the words of 
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our text to external ceremonies. He had a hope 
in his outward privileges; in his circumcision 
on the eighth day ; in the visible signs of being 
an Israelite in name^ while he was far from 
being an Israelite in nature* Now we willingly 
admit that our baptism is the sign of what 
should take place in us^ but that the form alone 
is not the thing itself; just as circumcision was 
wisely given to represent the thing signifiedi 
but was not the substance thereof. St. Paul 
also was of the " stock of Israel ;" not of any 
of the ten revolted tribes^ but of the tribe of 
Judahy so that his Jewish descent was pure. 
Moreover^ with regard to zeal, none had more 
than he; and here we may remark that it is 
well to be zealously affected in all things that 
are good. Some possess more warmth of con- 
stitution than others, but it is a mercy to be 
under the pleasant guidance of meekness and 
wisdom united. When zeal comes forth, may 
meekness take her by one hand and wisdom by 
the other, and then she will be well conducted. 
But we may observe further, that St. Paul 
was, '^ touching the righteousness which is of 
the law, blameless ;'* he was a perfectly moral 
man. His outward conduct was of such a 
description that no one could lay an immoral 
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. action to his charge. How came ail this excel- 
lence into a heart that knew not God ? There 
are thousands who are morally correct, and yet 
know nothing of that divine spirituality, which 
the Holy Ghost creates in the souls of God's 
people. Paul was outwardly correct, and he 
even thought his persecuting zeal commendable; 
he was also desirous that there should be no 
deviation from the forms of worship prescribed 
to the Jews of those days. Such was he in 
his unconverted state; and is it not an awful 
consideration, that many a professor of religion 
who acquiesces in the gospel, has not the moral- 
ity which he could boast, even before his con- 
version? But let such remember, that where 
the fruits of righteousness exist not, regenera- 
tion cannot be. Where a man is outwardly 
inconsistent, there can be no inward change of 
heart. No; his shame is still written on his 
forehead. 

II. But we come now more particularly to 
consider the state of mind described hi the text. 
After all his vaunted righteousness, St. Paul 
was obliged to give it up ; and he says, " what 
things were gain to me^ those I counted loss for 
Christ. Yea doubtless," he adds emphatically, 
that is, / am sure it is so. O thanks be to God, 

D 
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my dear hearers^ for the divine certainty that 
we feel the truths and find that ^' the truth hath 
made us free." It is unquestionable, that '^he 
who believeth hath the witness in himself;** he 
is confident that he has belieyed, from the per- 
sonal good experienced in his soul. The grace ' 
of the Holy Spirit communicates that faith, 
which *' is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen."^ Nothing 
but an almighty power could have infused into 
the Christian's heart, what he has been enabled 
to experience by being blessed with ^* Christ 
within him the hope of glory.** In no other 
way could he have possessed that which has 
filled his bosom, and produced the effectual 
change in the inner man, which is his evi- 
dence of being born of God, because through 
that birth, he has the divine image stamped 
upon his soul. The apostle had no doubt of 
this matter, and said, " I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of till things.** *' I am now in a measure 
as my Master was ; I have no place to lay my 
head ; I am persecuted from city to city ; I am 
looked upon as the offscouring of all things, 

1 Heb. xi, h 
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and so was my Lord and Sayiour. I was con- 
sidered as the most exemplary of my sect, as 
among the most honourable of the Pharisees 
of Jerusalem ; but as soon as I began to preach 
Christ crucified, I was treated as the worst of 
men." For all this, he exclaims, " yea doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss, for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." 
The fulness of these words we can only aim at, 
we cannot comprehend it. We can never reach 
the height of the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ; but we may pray for power to under- 
stand that which is essential to a saving appre- 
hension of him, as reconciling us to God, and fil- 
ling us with his grace* There is something truly 
animating in these words, " we all with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image/' All the 
time that we are believing, the image of Christ 
is growing in us ; the mind of Christ is becoming 
more deeply implanted in us ; and we have more 
and more of that blessed power in our souls, 
whereby we "know in whom we have beUeved." 
Thus the evidence and substance of religion is 
brought home. 

But, if we cannot obtain a knowledge of the 

2 2Cor.in, 18. 
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" excellency" of these things in all their fulness, 
we must aim at such a degree as is attainable* 
Now in order to have this knowledge of God 
our Saviour, we need that he should instruct 
us in the nature of that holiness which is his 
essential glory. We must look into our. Re- 
deemer's mind, and delight to see that the holy 
law of his Father was indelibly engraven there- 
in. He could say all the while he was on earth, 
that he loved his Father " with all his heart, 
with all his mind, with all his soul, and with all 
his strength;" and in all his sojourning below, 
no defect ever tarnished a single action he per- 
formed. His conduct was excellent and hon- 
ourable; our perfect pattern and example. 
Though we cannot reach the height of this 
excellency, we can strive to get nearer and 
nearer to it ; and hereafter, when we have done 
with this body of sin and death, we shall see 
him in all his glory. 

Yet I feel that I want now to see the excelr 
lency of Christ, in the beauty of his holy human 
nature, and to be thankful that he was a per- 
fect Saviour, a lamb without spot or blemish. 
If he adorned himself as a man with such graces, 
I must come to him for similar ornaments. I 
cannot wear any other likeness than his. To 
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this end, I must come into the presence of that 
God who is all spirit, that his Spirit may descend 
upon me, so that I may have the image of Christ 
in my heart, and that I may live to his glory, as 
well as have that blood of sprinkling upon my 
conscience, through which I am pardoned. 

Whilst I never think of telling you to make 
yourselves altogether as Christ was, yet I tell 
you that as the master was, so should his ser- 
vants be ; and though you may feel that you can 
no more elevate yourselves to the highest point 
of his excellency than I can lift the globe, yet 
may you aspire to higher and higher degrees 
of his beauteous holiness. Nothing convinces 
me so much of my perpetual need of Christ, as 
my daily sense of defective services before him; 
and this makes me doubly feel the ^' excellency 
of the knowledge" that brings the blood of the 
covenant home to my heart, and acquaints me 
with the prospect of being clad in that righte- 
ousness which Christ hath wrought out. O 
blessed be God for what is to be imputed to me, 
and all thanks be to the Saviour for what he 
has done and suffered for me. When the Lord 
tells me of the wondrous things that are in 
Christ — of his being made unto his people 
*^ wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
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demption/'^ I perceive plainly that there must 
be a work of implanting as well as of imputing. 
Can I impute wisdom to a fool, in such a way as 
to prevent his being a fool still ? Can I impute 
honesty to a knave, and so make him honest? 
No; I am to go to my God who imputes a Sa- 
viour's righteousness, that he may implant wis- 
dom and holiness in my mind. I am sure the 
whole work of justification is to be made mine 
by imputation, so that I may be said to be 
" found in him not having mine own righteous* 
ness ;" yet at the same time, whatever good there 
is positively in my heart must be implanted there. 
I want my dear Saviour's Spirit to pervade every 
faculty of my soul, and to bring all that is 
within me into lively exercise before the living 
God. It is his grand prerogative to regulate 
the heart. He says, ^^ I will impart the Saviour's 
image, and thou shalt live toGod, because I will 
communicate the principle whereby thou wilt 
delight in the work." I want Christ in all his 
offices, and in all his undertakings on my behalf. 
This is the great point to which I desire to rise 
with the apostle,' to *'the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord;" and 
blessed be God, it is impossible to have this ex- 

3 1 Cor. i, 80. 
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cellency of knowledge^ without excellent fruits 
being produced in me. Whilst some are boasts 
ing of their powejr by their own free will to make 
themselves good, I feel that I must be mdde 
willing by a divine power. Yet I love a free 
will. None can work well without a free will, 
but I know assuredly that no man can possess a 
free will without free grace;" if the Son make 
you free, then are ye free indeed." God causes 
us to ^^will and to do of his good pleasure," and 
makes us '^ a willing people in the day of his 
power." The Lord bless you with a lively wil- 
lingness in your souls all the day long. Let 
that holy will dwell in you, and by the commu- 
nication thereof, you will be happily set in mo- 
tion to God's glory, working by love. Such is 
the natural constitution of man that he cannot 
be kept at rest. The most painful of trials, 
is to be compelled to remain inactive and mo- 
tionless. No life is more miserable than a 
motionless life. What then actuates my soul 
God-ward ? A desire to be actively employed 
in doing God's will upon earth, as it is done in 
heaven. A frail mind dwells within me; all 
there is naturally corrupt; but the power of 
Christ comes into my heart and sets up the love 
of that gospel in it, which converted Paul felt 
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himself constrained to preach, and it is a gospel 
worth ten thousand worlds besides. Paul stated 
his value for it in very strong language^ when he 
said that he had ^'suffered the loss of all things" 
to obtain a knowledge of it. He was persecut- 
ed from city to city, and at length, like the 
martyred Stephen, he was ordained to fall by the 
hand of violence. Yet, he counted "all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus" his Lord, and ^^dung" in comparison 
oif " winning Christ," and being **found in him.' 
The correct translation of the word rendered 
rfwwgr* is offal. What an idea ! All the luxury 
of the rich and great without Christ, is but ofial 
after all ! O may we desire and enjoy the food 
that endureth unto everlasting life, feeding by 
faith on Christ the bread of heaven, whereby we 
are made " strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might." Compared with this, Paul estimat- 
ed as nothing the loss of all that pertained to this 
world, nor did he count his life dear unto him, 
so that he might finish his course with joy. 
Really, beloved, it requires an apostle's grace 
to get like him, above ourselves, so as to '^ sit in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus," and to look 
down upon what we have left, as though it were 
4 0%uCaXa. 
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not worth loving. While we are in this world, 
it would be a great trial to part with its comforts. 
Our desire should be to take whatever God 
gives us, and use it to his glory, but that when 
he withdraws it we may have faith to say, "Fa- 
ther, thou knowest what is best for thy children." 
There is one who directs us to say, " the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed 
be the name of the Lord." I would rather 
suffer the loss of all men*s favour than fall under 
the frowns of my, God. 

Let earth with all its trifles go ; 
Give me, O Lord, thyself to know, 
Give me thy precious love. 

O) we could part with a thousand worlds, 
were we but filled with the power of the world 
to come. 

But further, what does copverted Paul desire ? 
That he may "win Christ, and be found in him." 
Win Christ ! How can I win him ? If I give 
all, it is but little to give. I am told by my 
Lord to give him my heart, and I need not ex- 
cuse myself by saying that it is a bad heart, for 
he will give me a new one. I give him my sin- 
ful heart that he may renew it. 

The apostle also desires to "be found in him." 
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I can scarcely ever go through a passage of 
Scripture, but I find something eminently beau- 
tiful as respects the spirit of personal holiness. 
If I am to be in Christy I am to be one with 
Christ ; a member of the living head, a branch 
of the living vine. By union with him, I am to 
receive holy communications from him, and his 
life in me will teach me every moment how to 
live to his glory. I only want to be "found in 
him," and all will be well for tiiae and for eternity. 
My dear hearers, keep up, I beseech you, a glo- 
rious union and walk with God in Christ. Being 
united to the JSaviour, you will partake of his 
image and likeness, and may you and I have 
more and more of this glorious similitude. This 
b my earnest prayer for the Saviour's sake, 
Amen and Amen. 
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THE GOSPEL CALL. 



Matt, xxii, 14. 
" Many are called, but few are chosen." 

There is a vast importance in these few words 
which concerns us all. The gospel call is uni- 
versal. It is our business to proclaim mercy 
and peace through our Lord Jesus Christ to a 
world of rebels ; and our language in this respect 
cannot be more general than it should be. The 
words of Scripture are "whosoever will" — we 
know that every man acts according to the 
will of his mind — " whosoever will let him come ; " 
and to this invitation is annexed the gracious 
promise, which Jesus himself the God of truth 
hath uttered, " him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out."^ In no ww i Alas that any 
should come late; but they cannot come too 
late; the vilest sinner living is not excluded 
from the offer of mercy. 

* John vi, 37. 
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1. What seems to be meant by the words 
of our text ; how are we to understand them ? 
Let us consider the expression before us, called^ 
and then its connection. Who are the called ? 
I have already hinted who they are ; wherever 
the gospel is preached, there are the called. 
At this present moment, in the name of the 
Lord, I call every sinner that hears me to re- 
pent and turn to God, who has commanded ^^ all 
men every where to repent," and commissioned 
his ministers to ''preach the gospel to every 
creature." The proclamation to sinners at large 
is that " the soul that sinneth it shall die ;" that 
'' the wages of sin is death ; " that '' sin shall not 
go unpunished;" but it is equally proclaimed 
to every sinner who feels his danger and desires 
to escape, that there is pardon and redemption 
gloriously secured through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, which rejects no one but 
those unhappy creatures, who seal their own 
condemnation by refusing the mercy so freely 
tendered to them. 

Some persons say, '' we are all fallen creatures 
and are without power to accept the invitation." 
True enough, we are fallen creatures : no Ian- 
guage can adequately depict the exceeding wick- 
edness of the human heart. So sure as a stone 
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unsupported falls to the ground, so sure are 
our own corrupt hearts to sink us to ruin, if left 
to themselves; yet xhoxi^ fallen creatures, we 
are still rational creatures. Though sin has 
brought us to a very bad condition, we have 
each a conscience, and there is no such thing 
as a human being who is not an accountable 
being before God, so that ''we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ." The 
question, however, is not whether you can save 
yourselves, but whether you are wiUing to be 
saved; it is not whether you can arise and shake 
off your sins and claim a pardon, or whether 
you possess a salvation of your own, but whether 
you listen to the gospel voice that invites you to 
accept the great salvation, which is to be had 
"without money and without price?" Need a 
man continue blind when he knows of a remedy ? 
Need a man be in debt, when a friend is ready 
to discharge his debt? Just so it is with you. 
You cannot blame God that be does not accept 
you, when you will not come to him. The grand 
point is, are you willing to come ? The great com- 
plaint of the Lord against his creatures is, "ye 
will not come unto me that ye may have life." No 
man acts without a will ; it is his will that causes 
him to betake himself to his nightly rest, and to 
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arise to his daily occupations. Now I ask you, 
ought you to impugn God, or to condemn your- 
selvesy when instead of being willmg to turn to 
hvaxy your inclination is the very reverse; and 
instead of being ready to come to him and be 
saved, you refuse his gracious ofiers through the 
wilful obstinacy of a perverse heart? 

This is precisely the language of the parable in 
the chapter before us. When the marriage sup- 
per was prepared, when all things were ready, 
when the table was spread, the doors opened, and 
the invitation given, they would not come. Upon 
the refusal of those who were first bidden, the 
messengers were to go into the highways and 
hedges, and wherever they found a sinner, to 
make him the subject of their invitation. Where 
then was the fault ? Wa« it in the banquet pro* 
vided, or in the gracious invitation t No, it was 
in those who would not come. Instead of being 
willing, they were the very reverse ; " one went 
to his farm, and another to his merchandise.** 
They were ready to make any thing an excuse. 
As St. Luke teQs us,^ one cried out "I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 
them;" he preferred his beasts to the feast: 
another said, '' I have bought a piece of ground, 

^ Luke XV. 
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and I must needs go and see it;" surely he mighl 
have waited till afterwards : another said, *^ I have 
married a wife, therefore I cannot come ; " why 
did he not try to persuade his wife to accompany 
him ? Let us all take care of what connections 
we make in life, and unite not with those who 
will not come with us to the Lord. 

Now, what do I gather from the considera- 
tion of these portions of the parable before us? 
I conclude that toe have a choice. Consider 
therefore, this night, what is your choice, what 
is your will ? I ask you, are you willing to fly 
from sin ? Can you blame God when you alone 
are to blame, when you would rather choose 
the road to perdition, than that which leads to 
everlasting joy and glory? If you will go into 
a country where there is a famine ; if you will 
go into a place occupied by the enemy, do 
you not know that the consequence is destruc- 
tion? And is it not, therefore, reasonable to 
expect the same, if you despise all that is good 
and choose only that which is evil? 

But some object, " how can we help our will?" 
Let me ask you, did you ever feel a longing to 
be delivered from your evil desires without ob- 
taining a victory over them? Perhaps you 
reply, " but you know we cannot control our 
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desires ;'* then I ask why you do not seek for 
grace that you may overcome them? What 
hinders you this moment from approaching ^* a 
throne of grac^, that you may find the mercy 
and grace to help/' which are in the hand of 
God who is ready to bestow them. What 
keeps you back? You know it is the wicked- 
ness of your own hearts, and will probably be 
free to acknowledge this; but, do you pray 
against these inward evils ? O accuse not God ; 
impenitent sinners will have a righteous sentence 
pronounced upon them ; they cannot reply when 
the judge reminds them, ^'I called^ but ye 
would not come; I said, ^ask and ye shall 
receive,' but ye would not ask." Perhaps there 
are many here, who never put up a single prayer 
to be made righteous. Look into your bosoms, 
and ask yourselves, if you know what prayer 
is, and be grieved that you have, not combated 
those corruptions, which must terminate in the 
everlasting destruction of your souls. 

The words of the bible are, ^^ seek and ye shall 
find." There are many things which we should 
seek in vain to find; but we have here the 
promise that we shall find, apd none ever sought 
the Lord in vain. You have an evidence that 
you are chosen of God, if God is your choice. 
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You can come efifectually, if your hearts are 
truly pandng after him. The poorest are in- 
vited to come, ^^ without money, and without 
price." The prodigal was in danger of being 
starved to death, because he would not leave 
the land of want; but when he felt desirous to 
return, did his fiither shut the door against him; 
did he refuse him admittance ? Find me, if you 
can, that sentence in the word of God, which 
denounces rejection to the coming soul. No, 
there is not such a passage in the scripture 
pages, for they are written by a God of love. 

There is also another expression to which 
we may refer, '^ knock and it shall be opened 
unto you." How strikingly this conveys to us 
the idea of the facility of admission to the house 
of the Lord. What is easier than for a man 
to stand at the door and knock? But this 
knocking and begging to be permitted to enter, 
show a desire to be received, and such are wel- 
come. But there are those who will say, '^we 
have had an idea that if we are elected we may 
be saved, but that if we are not elected we 
cannot be saved.'* Did ever one try that was 
not permitted to come ? The Lord who gives 
the grace to seek for grace, will give the grace 
you long to have. If you are enabled to seek 
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the Lord, though it be weakly, he who ** loved 
you, and gave himself for you, and has call- 
ed you by his grace," will give you strength to 
live in his service and to be dedicated to his 
glory. There is something very striking in 
St. Paul's account of the work of grace in him- 
self. He says that God '^ called him from his 
mother's womb." When we heard this morn- 
ing, from the desk, of those murderers who laid 
down their clothes at a young man's feet of the 
name of Saul, (O what a heart had he till grace 
changed it!) we were ready to imagine that when 
he heard Stephen with his dying lips so sweetly 
call upon the Lord Jesus Christ, the death of 
so mild and meek a saint, would have been the 
death of cruelty in his heart ! But no, he went 
on in his sinful course, till the Saviour stop]>ed 
him on the road to Damascus. But we are to 
remember what comes next ; he who describes 
.himself as ^'called from his mother*s womb," 
declares that he was also called by God's grace. 
Now are you not under the call of grace? 
Ought you not to look into your hearts, to dis- 
cover whether that sacred call is echoed there? 
But the only evidence that we are effectually 
called by grace, is that we are enabled to call 
for grace. St. Paul proceeds further to tell us 
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that God '* revealed his Son" in him, and im- 
mediately his willing soul fled to Jesus, and he 
at once became more devoted to the Redeemer's 
service, than he was before to the persecution 
of his saints. Yes, and while I am preaching, 
how do I know but that the Spirit of the living 
God may be doing wonders among you, and 
making you to be his ^^ willing people." Nothing 
stands in the way but your own obstinacy. 
*'Come, for all things are ready;" you need not 
wait for further clothing, come to the banquet. 
Nothing we know of is so free, as the gracious 
language of our God to a ruined world. I feel 
it my duty, my privilege, my glory too, that 
whenever I see a poor sinner, (and when do I 
look upon a fellow creature that is not a fellow 
sinner?) I may point him to the dear ''Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sins of the world." 
You may be accepted; blame yourselves that 
you are not willing to be accepted. 

We are quite mis.taken, if we fancy that we 
are excluded by the doctrine of the foreknow- 
ledge of an omniscient God. His foreknow- 
ledge is not for us, but for himself. He tells 
us '' we a:re predestinated to be conformed to 
the image of his dear Son ;" and when we feel 
that heavenly conformity to the divine likeness 
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wrought in us by the Holy Spirit, can we doubt 
that he will most graciously accept us ? Can he 
forget his own promise, that he will ^* in no wise 
cast out** those who come to him through Christ? 

My doctrine is thus plain and intelligible, 
and directed to the consciences of my hearers* 
I aim not to surprise you with striking and in- 
genious arguments, but to simplify things as 
much as I can, that they may be understood 
by all. I beseech you earnestly to look into 
your hearts, that you may be enabled to dis- 
cover your sinfulness and misery ; and then I 
tell you to look up to him, who can help you by 
the grace which he alone can give, and which 
he hath revealed his willingness most freely to 
bestow, 

2. We now come to the consideration of the 
conduct of those persons, who were called or 
invited to the supper. We are told that they 
had another choice. We cannot choose to walk 
in two opposite ways at the same time. Their 
choice was the world. O, thanks be to God 
for the directions so finely given in the bible, 
<' love not the world, nor the things that are in 
the world ;" " the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God." If any man so love the world 
as to be devoted to its corruptions, pleasures. 
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and allurementSi '^ the love of the Father is not 
in him." There is not one of God's chosen, 
believe me, brethren, regenerated by his grace, 
from whose heart this unhallowed choice is not 
taken away; and if you wished to take the Lord's 
elect into misery, you would have only to take 
them to those places, which men of corrupt 
hearts consider most adapted to enjoyment and 
delight. O blessed be God, regeneration has 
put a new choice into our hearts. We love 
the ways of God ; we love the people of God ; 
we love to have our minds animated with good 
feelings; we rejoice in the divine change already 
effected within, and look forward to the glory 
yet to be " revealed in us." This is the change 
evidently wrought in the affections of all real 
Christians. 

3. All the called were not chosen. One 
came to the marriage feast without the wedding 
garment, and he was cast out. We are hereby 
given to understand that if any man truly belong 
to the number of the guests, he will receive the 
i^edding garment; that is, he will in aU respects 
be made ''meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light.** There are many in the church 
of God, who were nevet made partakers of the 



y Google 



54 The Gospel Catt. 

grace of God. It may be said perhaps of some 
of you^ *' there are certain of this people never 
absent from divine worship; but if they could be 
followed home and seen there, they would bring 
shame on the sacred cause.*' Such persons do 
more harm to religion than its greatest foes, and 
will hereafter be treated as the worst of God's 
enemies. 

Remember, you are not to accuse God that 
you cannot come, when you will not come. Is 
some sinner before me now saying, *'Lord, I 
feel I have not grace to come yet, but as I sit 
here, I pray that I may have it." O it is a 
mercy when such a prayer is oiSered up ; con- 
tinue it till such time as it is answered according 
to your heartfelt expectation. 

Are you each praying now, I ask? Perhaps 
you reply, "no, I have no prayer." Then I pity 
you. But are you not grieved at this ? Do you 
not feel, "O that I could but pray," and "I hope 
I shall be led to pray ?" We trust that God 
will raise up that little desire to an earnest 
prayer, which may be crowned with victory and 
joy. How do we know but som^ poor sinners 
have been brought here now, to find the riches 
ever offered to the most miserable and vile, 
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and to experience that wherever Christ is ac- 
cepted, there ** grace shall reign through right- 
eousness unto eternal life/' to the praise and 
glory of God. May the blessing of God be 
upon his word for his name's sake. Amen and 
Amen. 
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THE RODS OF AFFLICTION. 



Job V, 17, 18. 



"Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore 
despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty : for he mak- 
eth sore, and bindeth up : he woandeth, and his hands make 
whole." 

In this chapter we are told that " man is bom 
to trouble, as the sparks fly upwards." He is 
born in sin, and sin and sorrow are inseparably 
connected with each other, either as a punish- 
ment against the wicked, in a way of wrath and 
vengeance, or else as a chastisement of the right- 
eous, in. the way of loving correction for their 
eternal good. Under this view of the case, we 
who are believers in Christ should remember, 
that whatever comes, comes in love. The words 
of scripture are, ^'thy loving correction shall 
make me great." ^ ^^ I have chosen thee in the 

^ Ps. zviii, 35. Translation of the book of Common Prayer. 
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fiirnace of affliction."^ ''It is good for me that 
I have been afflicted/*^ There is a great de- 
gree of natural wantonness and levity in the mind 
of man ; he is not impressed with a sense of 
those things which are of eternal importance ; 
he is a thoughtless, light-minded, inconsiderate 
creature, whence the force of the expression, 
**in the time of adversity consider." 

Why, it may be asked, does not God punish 
the wicked more speedily than he does ? Be- 
cause they are awfully left, like the Amorites of 
old, to fill up the measure of their iniquity, while 
the erring children of God are punished in a 
way of mercy and compassion. They have, as 
St. Paul says, " forgotten the exhortation which 
speaketh unto them as unto children;'*^ and 
they are therefore chastised for their good, that 
their disobedience may be subdued, that they 
may be the better for correction so deserved, 
and be brought low for their future advantage. 
But we must not forget this exhortation '' my son 
despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
&int when thou art rebuked of him.;" * nor ought 
we to be disheartened when the rod is upon us. 
It is in our Father*s hand, and its infliction is 

» Isa. xlviii, 10. » Ps. cxix, 71. * Hcb. xii, 5. 
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directed by eternal love. We have no right to 
repine at God's providences ; our only business 
is to watch them, and to be obedient and submis- 
sive to the trials we are called upon to sustain. 

What a wonderful expression is this, ** whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth."^ He knows 
very well, that if we were without chastisement, 
we should lose our greatest mercies. He 
**scourgeth every son whom he receiveth;"^ 
all is meant for our good, to bring us to ever- 
lasting glory. This is the object of the scourge 
in time. 

What consolation there is in the words of 
St. Paul, " if ye endure chastening, God dealeth 
with you as with sons ; for what son is there 
whom the Father chasteneth not ? but if ye be 
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons.'*^ Hereby 
we are given to understand, that our salvation 
will be under the management of infinite love 
and infinite wisdom, till we are brought safely 
through all our dangers, to regions of joy and 
gladness whence '' sorrow and sighing shall fiee 
away.*' Trials hover around us in this gloomy 
world, like the noisome birds of night; but as 
soon as the eternal day of glory breaks upon 

« Heb. xu, 6. 6 Heb. xii, 7, 8. 
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the soul, they will fly away, and never shall they 
trouble us any more. *' Blessed/' saith St. James, 
''is the man that endureth temptation; for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him."^ It is the Lord's pleasure that many 
of his people should be afflicted, that they may 
glorify him even in the fiery furnace. 
God has three rods of affliction : 

I. For the mind, 

II. For the body, 

III. For the estate, or outward circumstances. 

These are the rods of affliction ; and which- 
soever God applies, praised be his name, if it 
be in his hand, it will be wisely administered. 

I. When we are under the first rod, it will 
be profitable to ask ourselves, why is the mind 
made the subject of affliction ? Here I have to 
deal with Him who is all mind ! It is an evil 
state, when we are not solemnly concerned about 
the frame of our minds. I desire to be infinitely 
more attentive to what passes within, than to 
what passes without, and daily to mark my in- 
ward thoughts. We should attend well to the 
exhortation, ** keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life."^ If the 

7 James i, 12. 8 Prov. iv, 23. 
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Lord permits his rod to light upon my mind, 
and at the same time in love and mercy visits 
me with an increase of holy believing in Jesus 
Christ, and with more enlightened views of his 
love and grace to me through that believing, I 
then, even in sorrow, carry a heaven of joy 
within me, in a heart thus sweetly and eminently 
blest by a wisely chastising God. What a hea- 
ven do we live in, when we live in the " peace 
of God that passeth all understanding, keeping 
our hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our 
Lord !" I cannot be happy outwardly, but as 
I am happy inwardly. Let me be surrounded 
with the most melodious music; let me be deck- 
ed in robes of gorgeous magnificence ; let me 
live in the highest state of splendour the mighty 
men of earth enjoy, can these make me happy, 
if my mind is miserable ? I once heard of a 
person who was very rich, but so miserable 
that he attempted to destroy himself; and when 
asked the reason, he declared that his mind was 
so wretched, that notwithstanding his wealth, 
life ^as insupportable. God gave me a mind, 
but that mind never can be happy, but as it is 
the recipient of good from God. When I en- 
joy such a mind, I partake of heaven, and find 
the Lord's ways to be ways of pleasantness, 



y Google 



The Rods of Affliction. 61 

and his paths to be peace. A believer is re- 
deemed by the blood of Christ, sanctified by 
the Spirit of Christ, and preserved by the power 
of God. If you are such, beloved, you never 
can be unhappy, ^'for all things are yours; 
whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come ; all are yours, and ye are Christ's 
and Christ is God^s."^ 

But do we not feel the remmns of our un- 
righteousness even in our regenerate state? 
While God is working in us, does not the old 
man strive to burst his chain and regain his 
influence? I bless my God that a stronger 
than the strong man armed keepeth the rebel 
down ; but still he is a rebel. There may be 
often a sweet thought passing through your 
mind, which affords you a very foretaste of hea- 
ven as it enters there ; yet at the same time do 
you not experience other thoughts which give 
you grief, and fill you with shame in the pre- 
sence of the living God? Hence the Lord 
wisely permits us to suffer; yet we have the 
comfortable text, ''blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation."^ Outward temptation 
could not injure us, if there were not an enemy 

' 1 Cor. iii, 21—23. ^ James i, 12. 
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within. I feel that I have need to be perpetu- 
ally on the watch. I am convinced also, that if 
the Lord sees fit to order that I shall be beset 
with outward temptation, if I am enabled to 
endure it, to resist it, and am driven to Christ 
by it, my soul will be a gainer thereby. Saint 
Paul experienced this when he had "the thorn 
in the fiesh, the messenger of Satan to buSet 
him." He was tried by God's permission ; and 
what did he gain by it ? He had the blessing 
of a spirit of fervent prayer. He "besought 
the Lord twice," and his feeling doubtless was 
" if he hear me not, I will address him the third 
time." Thus the Lord suffered Job to be 
tempted ; and he often suffers us to be tempted 
and tried, that we may have to sing praises in 
eternity, for the greatest afflictions which may 
befal us in time. 

Sometimes God is pleased to make the light 
to shine very dimly in his providences ; but he 
never lets it be put entirely out^ and he has 
moreover promised that everlasting victory and 
joy shall crown the whole. The tempter has 
power to try us, but he has none to devour us. 

My present remarks, however, have reference 
to afflictions of the mind. Alas, I feel a void 
oftentimes in my own mind, which grieves me 
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for my hearers' sakes ; and I often fear while I 
am labouring before them^ that they cannot hold 
communion with God in a right spirit. It is of 
great importance to examine the mind, if we 
find we cannot draw near to God; and it is 
absolutely essential to have our minds put en- 
tirely under the management of God. I desire 
to feel that I cannot be kept properly one mo- 
ment of my life, but as I am under the divine 
care. 

II. But the Lord has not only a rod for the 
minds of his dear children, but he has one for 
the affliction of their bodies. Job was patient 
under the losses of his children, his cattle, and 
his property. He was stripped of all ; nothing 
was left him but his health, and in the next 
trial this was also to be taken from him. His 
body was to be afflicted, and from the crown of 
his head to the sole of his foot, he was to be 
nothing but wounds and bruises and putrifying 
sores. O, there is not a part of my body, but 
what is subject to some disease. The eye 
that is so privileged with the beauteous power 
of vision, may be closed in darkness ; the ear 
which receives sounds so wondrously, may be 
afflicted with deafness ; the tongue that speaks 
so fluently, may be silenced in dumbness. God 
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can try my body in a variety of ways, and so 
afflict me, that I may cry, when it is morning, 
" would God it were even/' and when it is even- 
ing, "would God it were morning." Yea, and 
how often does he order that his best beloved 
shall suffer most of such affliction ! 

Yes, those whom he loves best he sometimes 
chastises the most. But we must not enter 
into the counsels of God more deeply than is 
permitted. Sometimes on the sea shore I have 
seen that the waters were shallow, and I might 
have ventured a little way into them; but a 
short distance further, and I should have been 
out of my depth. Thus the deep waters of 
affliction are unfathomable by us ; God can fa- 
thom them, but we cannot. May we then be 
content in believing, that what we know not now 
we shall know hereafter. All will be well in 
the great result. 

The body is often to be wrought upon, that 
the mind may be wrought upon. No affliction 
comes by chance. Whenever God pleases, he 
can cause us to suffer, and withhold success 
from every remedy. Poor helpless worms are 
we. Which of us knows whether he is to con- 
tinue in health another day, or what calamities 
it may be his lot to endure before he quits this 
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body of sin and death. It is not in us to foresee 
the wise dispensations of God. What the next 
five minutes may produce you cannot tell ; there- 
fore wait upon the Lord every moment, that you 
may be prepared for the very next event, what- 
ever it be, which he shall ordain for you. 

When the men of this world have worn out 
their constitutions^ and have by their sinful plea- 
sures caused their bodies to become burdens to 
them, what misery must they endure, how incon- 
solable their wretched state ! But if we sufier, 
and believe that our trials have come by God's 
direction for our good, we can lie patiently like 
yielding clay in the hand of the heavenly potter. 
O, what a beautiful expression is that — "in 
patience possess ye your souls."* The grace 
of patience, however, can never be properly 
brought into exercise under those calamities 
we bring upon ourselves. If our sins lead us 
into trouble, we shall have to support it as we 
can. 

III. But I said there was a third way in which 
the Lord afflicts, namely, in outward circum- 
stances. That rod would be wonderfully short- 
ened, if we could but enter into the apostle's 
spirit, "having food and raiment, therewith to 

3 Luke xxi, 19. 

F 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



66 The Rods of Affliction. 

be content."^ Yet there are many trials affect- 
ing our family circumstances, which are most 
cutting and severe. Sometimes, those are 
taken from us who are the joy of our lives ; 
the wife from the husband, the husband from 
the wife, the child from the parent, the parent 
from the child, who is not unfrequently left in 
poverty and dependence. God is not account- 
able to us in these things. He is often pleased 
to cut off our blossoms in the very bud. Is 
there unkindness in this ? O no, for " our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory."* The widow bereaved of the best of 
husbands, when she looks back upon this world 
at the end of a thousand years in heaven, shall 
say, ''now that I have spent a thousand years 
in glory, and reflect upon the little moment of 
my earthly sufferings, I can only remember it to 
my eternal thankfulness. I see all was right.** 
Rich man, is thy property more than it should 
be? God knows how to lessen it. If you are 
striving to be rich, you may next be tempted to 
be covetous, and therefore need a check. In 
regard to the eternal results of all these things, 
which indeed are often seen to conclude well 

■ 1 Tim. vi, 8. * 2 Cor. iv, 17. 
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even in time, we may rest assured of a happy 
issue. If sometimes, even now, we can see that 
OUT deprivations have been to a good end, what 
may we expect to do when time shall be no 
more? When Abel was devoted to the service 
of the Lord, it stirred up Cain to slay him, and 
his death blow was given by the hand of his 
own brother, who hated him because he did that 
which was right! But does he ask his God now 
in eternal bliss why that was permitted ? O no ! 
Did we but duly consider the mutability of the 
state in which we are placed here, and that we 
know not enough to penetrate the counsels of the 
Lord, we should contentedly leave all in his 
hands. If we had the management of our own 
concerns we should destroy ourselves. 

These are a few plain thoughts on the three 
rods which are in God's hand — his rod for the 
mind, his rod for the body, and his rod for the 
outward circumstances. They are held by in- 
finite wisdom, and are applied for our eternal 
good. Never desire to take the rod from God's 
hand, nor to be directors of his ways ; but re- 
gard, in the midst all of his dispensations, the 
sure fiilfilment of the promise, that " the ransom- 
ed of the Lord shall return, and come to Sion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : 

F2 
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they shall obtain joy and gladness/ and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away.**^ Like David, 
who said) '^ I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, 
because thou didst it,"^ the true believer is will- 
ing to be a silent sufferer. None of us know 
which is to be our next affliction, but we are 
sure that all things are infinitely calculated. 
May the Lord then keep us waiting upon him 
in Christ, until the hour arrives when we shall 
exclaim, ^'he hath done all things well." 

^ Isa. XXXV, 10. ^ Ps. xxxix, 9. 
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SERMON VII. 

WISDOM} AND THE FEAR OF GOD. 



Job xxTiii, 28. 

" Unto man he said. Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wis- 
dom ; and to depart from evil is miderstanding. 

I HAVE before me those things which demand 
your prayers for the Spirit's aid, that I may 
speak well upon them, namely, those two fine 
graces, wisdom, and the fear of God. In 
order that I may live to God's glory, wisdom 
must first instruct my understanding, and then 
a£fect my heart, so that I may be under the 
perpetual influence of divine grace. The no- 
blest thing a man can possess is true wisdom, 
and its receptacle is the mind; therefore our 
great concern should be to attend to the dis- 
cipline of our minds. Man lost the excellen- 
cy of his intelligent nature, when he lost his 
purity. God made him upright, wise, and good^ 
and gloriously set him in the supremacy of mind. 
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over all the other works of creation in this world. 
All these things were made by God ; but that 
which he regarded with the most supreme de- 
light was mindy on which he implanted his own 
image. But when man became a falle/i creature, 
he is said to have '^ sought out many inventions/' 
and these for himself. His hearty no longer 
the temple of the living God, became nothing 
less than a working place for Satan, the very 
manufactory of all evil. But the wisdom which 
is imparted to the Christian's mind, is derived 
from the restoration of the lost image of God ; 
it is the wisdom which flows from a new nature, 
implanted in us by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
God must first give us this grace, before we can 
have it in our minds, digest it in our thoughts, 
and bring it forth into a practice illustrative of 
the divine change wrought in us. We must 
possess the mind of Christ. Our bodies cannot 
be exercised without the concurrence of our 
minds; every member is brought into action, 
according to the propensities of our mental 
faculties. Now the mind of Christ belongs 
to all that are in him, and this I believe to be 
the essential wisdom which must guide us 
through life. 
In order that we may know the worth of this 
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wisdom, we are given to understand that it is of 
infinite value. Gold, silver, precious stones, are 
inferior in beauty to the loveliness of the fine 
capacity of a spiritually wise mind, created in 
us by our God. What fools does Satan make of 
worldly men, with all their wealth and treasure ; 
but the peaceable, gentle wisdom from above is 
beyond all temporal advantages. 

Moreover, as it is invaluable, so it is unattain- 
able by the carnal mind, being far above the 
reach of the natural man. He who looks into 
the works of nature, may trace therein the hand 
of the Creator ; but all the wisdom of Solomon, 
without grace, would still leave him a fool before 
the living God. Heavenly wisdom is not placed 
within the scope of earthly abilities, and never 
can be obtained till it is brought into the mind 
by the power of the Holy Ghost himself* But 
without it you cannot find your way to the eter- 
nal world of joy, which if you desire to inherit 
hereafter, see that you have this wisdom in 
you here. God will bring no fool, no deluded 
child of Satan to glory. The church of Christ 
is the school for heaven; and if we are not 
tutored therein, we shall never obtain eter- 
nal bliss. Our Lord plainly. tells Nicodemus, 
" except a man be born again, he cannot see 
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the kingdom of God ;'*^ and the apostle echoes 
the same truth, in speaking of our being " made 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light." ^ Repentance, and its accom- 
panying change of heart, follow us not beyond 
the grave; and ''except ye repent," it is most 
awfully said, "ye shall all perish."^ And O that 
these words were more fully understood to mean 
" except ye sincerely hate and renounce sin, and 
your very minds and souls be changed, ye shall 
sink into everlasting woe — into an abyss whose 
unfathomable recesses are commensurate with 
eternity." The Lord prepares us by grace for 
glory ; therefore he that will be partaker of his 
glory hereafter, must be the subject of his grace 
in time. If any poor sinner exclaims, " O that I 
were wither !" I have a word of encouragement 
for him — " if any man lack wisdom let him ask 
of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not."* Pray to God the Holy Ghost, 
and he will make you to "understand wisdom 
secretly," and to enjoy *' truth in your inward 
parts." Some persons have talents far beyond 
their fellows; but if a man's mind is ever so 
simple, when grace instructs him, his frame of 

I John HI, 2. 3 Col. i,12. 

' Luke xiii, 3. < James !, 5. 
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spirit is wiser than that of the most learned 
philosopher. It is not the knowledge in man's 
head, bnt the grace in his heart, that makes his 
conduct to be wise and good. That passage 
perpetually proves itself to be true — ''the grace 
of God which bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, teaching us that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world." ^ 

When I look into God's wisdom, I find it is 
concealed from me. I might as well attempt 
with outstretched arms to embrace the universe, 
as with my puny mind to conceive the infinite 
wisdom of my God. I might as well stand be- 
fore the sun, and say I will take in all its beams 
to myself, as to say that I can imagine all the 
light of the divine intelligence. Yet the sun 
shines upon me, and gives me as much of his 
light as I want; and so the rich beaming forth 
of the 'Might of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ," how it digni- 
fies, illumines, and enlivens the mind ! 

But what is wisdom ? Our text gives us the 
reply, "the fear of the Lord that is wisdom." 
Now I fear according to the strength of the 

« Tit. ii, 11, 12, 
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object of my fear ; my dread of every creature 
is according to its power; and as I rise in the 
scale upwards to my God, I find that I must 
become acquainted with the grandeur of his 
perfections in order to fear him aright. To this 
end, I must know something of the excellency 
of his divine existence. Of such a contempla- 
tion man is the only earthly creature capable ; 
and when his mind is expanded by regenerating 
grace, he finds infinite scope for the exercise of 
his renewed powers in reflecting on the attri- 
butes of God, which fill him more and more 
with accessions of holy surprise and admiration. 
Such thoughts give our minds a dignity and en- 
largement ; ai^d while we behold ^' as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit 
of the Lord." If our " eye is single, our whole 
body will be full of light,*' and we shall be en- 
abled to behold in God an object of holy love and 
reverential fear. We see that his power is resist- 
less ; and considering him simply in the majesty 
of his independent existence, we experience a 
degree of terror, under the assurance that with 
one stroke of his arm of vengeance, he could 
crush to atoms a whole world of sinners. But 
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when we view him — O how sweet the gospel is 
— as our Father in heaven, and recognize the 
lovely relationship existing between us and 
Deity in Christ Jesus; when we truly hallow 
his reverend name; when we long to do his 
will,. as angels do it; when we see that we are 
reconciled to him through the Saviour that hath 
" loved us with an everlasting love, and therefore 
with loving-kindness draws us" — then we are 
enabled to run after him in love, to let earth 
and its trifles go, and to desire him for our only 
portion, wanting nothing besides. 

Such a view of God will lead us into a proper 
fear of him. " Blessed is the man that feareth 
alway ;" this is *' the beginning of wisdom," for 
it teaches us to renounce all the folly of sin. I 
remember that John Bunyan, in his inimitable 
drama, the Holy War^ which perhaps is bet- 
ter written than even his Pilgrim's Progress, 
represents a new officer as created in the re- 
stored town of Mansoul, and his name was Mr. 
Godlyfear. He was to reside in the town to 
keep all things in order. O let me fear God 
under every circumstance of my life, and I shall 
surely be blessedly directed. 
. I desire to look to all the infinite attributes 
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of God. I have to fear almighty power which 
might descend upon me in vengeance ; but if 
my soul has found its way to Christ, if my sins 
are pardoned through him, I behold the arm of 
wrath changed into an arm of love, and I find 
'* the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, keeping my heart and mind through 
Christ Jesus.** I now come to him as my re- 
conciled Father; yet I fear him, not as a God 
of vengeance, but of love. Before, I dread- 
ed him as an angry Judge, now I fear him as 
a gracious Father. Wherever love reigns in 
the heart, we shall have more fear of offend- 
ing than when we loved not. We may dread 
when we cannot love, but when we love, we 
cannot wilfully ofiend. O what reverential fear 
should we feel in ourselves, when we stand in 
the holy presence of the God of love ! 

The fear I am now speaking of is one of the 
New Testament blessings, which God has pro- 
mised for the preservation of his children — '^ I 
will put my fear into their hearts" — *' there will 
I create it, there it shall exist, and it shall never 
depart from them till they reach my glory in 
heaven." O my God, grant that this fear, this 
reverential fear, may never depart from me! 
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It will always exist in those who have a true 
understanding of the nature of God. This 
wisdom he communicates universally to his peo- 
ple; '^all my children shall be taught of me;" 
they are taken into his celestial school, and he is 
ever giving them some wise and profitable lesson. 
O then, my dear hearers, deal with God that 
you may be made wisely good. R^ad your 
bibles under the light of the divine Spirit, and 
with holy prayer for a clear comprehension, 
and a diligent practice of their precepts, and 
you will soon find how beautifully this wisdom 
will enable you to live. Go to God for strength 
to master your tempers, appetites, and corrup- 
tions, and you will be led to act wisely. In all 
your conduct, in all your business, pray that 
you may be kept without error, and Uve con- 
sistently, and to the Lord's glory. Think of 
Him, whose piercing eye' looks the world over 
as in a moment, and from whose glance not a 
creaturefcan escape. ^ Remember, that our hea- 
viest curses are caused by our own imprudence 
and carelessness, and that the great safeguard 
is '* a conscience void of ofience towards God 
and towards men,'* coupled with a disposition to 
fly to Christ under all circumstances. 



y Google 



78 Wisdom, and the Fear of God. 

Holy fear and holy wisdom are inseparable ; 
but be not content with knowing this ; bring it 
into practice. Religion should be made the 
chief concern of our lives ; and this does not 
consist only in externals. We have a religion 
— O what is it? Is it an immediate communi- 
cation from God to our souls ? If so, the found- 
ation of our faith and obedience will be laid in 
a powerful fear in our hearts towards him, 
regulated by wisdom divinely imparted from 
above. They who use aright the means which 
God has provided, under the influence of his 
Spirit, will be enabled wisely to manifest his 
praise and glory. If you would have all things 
go on well, cry to your Saviour, " Lord we must 
have thee reigning in our hearts." 

I want you, beloved, to be the admiration of 
the world. I desire to have it said of you re- 
spectively, '' there is the parent that trains up 
his children in the fear of the Lord" — " there is 
the man whose whole conduct is regulated by 
wisdom from on high" — " there is the servant 
that is truly conscientious" — " there are the 
husband and wife who are really affectionate to 
each other." Such things will prove that the 
power of religion is in th«^ heart. 
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Avoid all things contrary to wisdom and 
goodness. Walk in God's ways^ and you will 
find in them spiritual delight. If 6od*s spirit 
of wisdom and fear be in you^ nothing will be 
so pleasant to you as holiness. May God's 
blessing rest upon what I have spoken for his 
name's sake. Amen. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 



Matt, xxyiii, 19. 

*'Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

By the services of this day you perceive that it 
is what is commonly called Trinity Sunday. I 
am for keeping the festival of the Trinity/ 
though it is not positively commanded in Scrip- 
ture; for if we give up the doctrine of the 
Trinity, we give up every thing. Some per- 
sons are much mistaken as to their notions of 
the usage of keeping certain days. They were 
kept by the primitive Christians, long before 
any thing like papal superstition and ignorance 
had corrupted the church. All is not popery 
which the papists observe. They keep the 
sabbath^ and so do we ; they keep the nativity 
and acknowledge the atonement of Christ, and 
we do the same. But they have awfully mixed 
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up error with truth ; they profess to offer the 
sacrifice of Christ again and again, ^and make 
a lamentable medley of religious rites. Still 
the true foundation standeth sure, and though 
it has been encumbered and almost hidden 
with rubbish, we would clear it away, that we 
may again build thereupon. 

There is not a doctrine more important than 
that of the Trinity. God is made known to man 
by his own revelation of himself; and without 
this, we could not have had a true knowledge 
of what the divine existence is. Such things 
roan cannot teach himself; for by reason of the 
curse of sin, he is in a state of entire ignorance 
of God, and blindness as to his own nature. 
Hence, the first operation of the Spirit of the 
living God, is to open the eyes of the under- 
standing by the work of grace upon the heart. 
The mere '^natural man," the mere human 
being without spiritual life, '' receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God."* They cannot 
enter into him, because he never entered into 
them ; neither can he know them, for they are 
"spiritually discerned." We must have a spi- 
ritual discernment, before we can appreciate the 
mystery upon which I am to preach this day; 

» 1 Cor. ii, 14. 
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before we can affirm the truth of* the doctrine 
that the Fatheri Son, and Spirit, though three 
persons, are one in divine essence. 

In order fiiUy to comprehend the glorious 
design of Gdd in thu6 revealing himself to us, 
we must understand the true nature of the 
covenant of grace ; otherwise we cannot duly 
honour the Father as the giver of the holy law, 
nor glorify the Son who saved us from the curse 
brought on us by its transgresJsion, nor magnify 
God the Holy Spirit, who descends upon his 
church in the dispensation of bis grace, and 
enables it to shew forth his praise, through the 
communication of his nature to the souls of 
believers, ripening them for heaven while they 
dwell here below. In considering the subject, 
therefore, which is now brought before you, you 
must keep your attention fixed upon the cove- 
nant of grace, as revealed to us in the Father, 
Son, and Spirit. 

To satisfy your minds with respect to this 
doctrine, observe accurately the language of 
scripture. 'What is described as having been 
the counsel of God, when it was designed to 
make man the Lord of the creation, subordi- 
nate only to the great Lord of all? It was, 'Met 
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us make man in our image.'* ^ Why did the 
Creator speak thus to himself in the plural? 
There is no other meaning to be aasigned 
to those words, but that it was the consult- 
ation of God, the Eathesi Son, and Spirit, to 
create all. things by the word of everlasting 
power. Nor is thk a solitary expression. 
When roan* fell, it < was also wonderfully said, 
he ^'ie become as one of t^.^ He sought sin- 
fully afber knowledge, that he might be like 
the glorious Deity, who still uses the plural 
number in noticing it. So, while the tower of 
Babel was building, what were the words of 
the divine resolve to go down and check the 
wickedness and pride of man? They were, 
''let us go down and confound their language."^ 
But we find elsewhere that God, who spoke in 
language comprehending Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit, is still "one Lord."^ While therefore we 
worship him as three, these three are one. 

Again, we have the Trinity beautifully brought 
before us in one of the lessons for this day. In 
the baptism of Christ, the Holy Ghost descended 
up(m him, and the Father spoke, saying, '' this 
is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased"^ — 

» Gen. i, 26. » Gen. iii, 22. 

♦ Gen. xi, 7. « Deut. vi, 4. • Matt, iii, 17. 
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well pleased in him as tbe subject of that bap- 
tism, wherein he received the outpouring of 
the Spirit^ that he might perform the office of 
Mediator between God and man. But things 
are not revealed in scripture in a solitary man- 
ner. Is not this a fine conclusive passage? '^If 
the blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of 
an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifteth to 
the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall 
the blood of Christy who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God^ 
purge your consciences from dead works, to 
serve the living God V"^ A short survey of these 
words opens to us a wondrous scene — ^'the 
blood of Christ" — again, "the eternal Spirit" — 
"God, the living God," Through the Spirit, 
the blessed Saviour offered himself without 
spot to God the Father. The Father sent 
the Son; the Son was offered; the Spirit 
sanctioned that glorious offering. Thus it 
belongs to Father, Son, and Spirit, in the 
covenant of grace and mercy, to administer 
salvation to our ruined race. We can discover 
covenant love in all these glorious names of 
the three who bear record in heaven; we see 
the Father in mercy giving up his Son, the 

7 Heb. iz, 13, 14. 
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Son redeeming us, and the divine Spirit purify- 
ing and bringing us near to God. There is still 
another expression of similar import to the fore- 
going — " the Lord direct your hearts into the 
love of Gorf, and the patient waiting for Christ.'*^ 
It is indeed a blessed thing to have our hearts 
directed by God the Holy Ghost, to the Father 
through Jesus Christ, and to have a full com- 
prehension of that glorious revelation which 
God has given of himself, as three in one uni- 
ted in covenant love to save our ruined race. 
The Father preserves us by his providential 
care ; the Son saves us by his atoning sacrifice, 
offered on our behalf; and the Spirit frees us 
from the bondage of corruption, and brings us 
into the glorious liberty his people enjoy. When 
the Spirit of the Son hath made us free, then 
are we "free indeed." 

I now proceed to shew that the persons of the 
Trinity have each ascribed to them the proper- 
ties of God. These are things far above human 
comprehension, but I desire to sing with the 
pious Watts, . 

Where reason fails with all her powers. 
There faith prevails, and love adores. 

« 2 Thes. iii, 5. 
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1 . The three in oM aded equally ih tfee crea* 
tion of the world. *' In the beginidng/' Bays the 
bible, ** Ood created the heaven and the eaMh/' 
There are fools who say the world was (not made, 
but that it was the result of lihance ; but there 
are those who ean say it was made by God th^ 
Father, and who believe also that it waa iMde 
by God the Son, and God the Spirit too. Of 
Christ the scripture says, ''all things were made 
by him."9 The Son was biefore all worlds^ and 
the creator of all worlds, and the upholder' of 
them. Yet the book of Genesis tell^'Ufir that 
''the Spujt of God moved upon the face of the 
waters."^ 

2. Again, one of the attributes of Deity is om- 
nipresence. He pervades the universe. Hence 
David says concerning him, ''whither shall I go 
from thy spirit, or whither shall I go tram thy 
presence ? if I climb up to heaven, thou art 
there; if I go down to hell, thou art thene 
also."' Thus God gave the promise to Moses, 
when he had the difficult task assigned him to 
bring Israel out of Egypt, "my pr^esence shall 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest*'*' In like 
manner our Saviour said to his disciples, ^'lo I am 

» Johni, 3. 1 Gen. i, 2. 

3 Ps. czzzix. s Exod. zzxiii, 14. 
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wilb yam ^w4;8^ ^^ven lo th^ end , of the world/'* 
He will xiever leaive, nor forsake bi^ people, 
Thej^e ca^ooi be ^ stronger proof of the^ divinity 
of* our Lprdi than bis presence in the ^ouls of 
believers throughput jChe whole world. , But 
be said of th|e Holy Spirit, '' I will sei^d the 
Comforter^ even the Spirit of truth who shall 
aJxde with you for ever." What . glorious 
comfort is ther^ ]|;i these things; in obeying 
the Falher in bi^ holy )aw; in believing the 
dalvatir:^ Christ ha^ wrought out for his fiuth* 
ful servanta; and in feeling that all is inef-< 
fedtual^ unless the Spirit brings it home and 
makes it known to the heart. I trust you will 
never know the moment^ in which you think you 
can do without the Sipirit of the Lord. When 
we say» '^may Christ be in you/' it means by 
his Spirit^ to abide in yQU always* 

.3. But God is; the only Eternal. There can 
be but one Ktemal; yet this one Eternal is 
reveitsd as three, thopgh in mysterious union, 
one. Our Lord say^ of himself, '^ I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
ftratakid the last/'^ He also declares that who- 
ever had seen him, had seen the Father also. 
We have before quoted the expression " Eter- 

4 Matt xxviii, 20. ^ Rev. xxii, 13. 
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iml Splnl)$" ibua the Father is etemal, (be Son 
eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. Upon this 
everlasting foundation is our saltation secured. 
Time can' never alter the eternal mind. As we 
Ihre^ we Kre to die ; our lives are k^dening ov^ery 
pulse we beat) but the Eternal God changes not. 
The Father will be ever eternal, and the Son 
and Spirit eoetemal, while all three persons are 
one towards us in covenant love, and are engaged 
to bring our souls through time, that they may 
be blessed with *' the fulness of God^ through 
the countless ages of eternity. 

4. Another perfection of God is frWAj Christ 
says of himself, ^'I am the truth."^ In this idea 
of truth are comprised many excellences, and 
amongst them is faithfulness to Ins word, which 
is one of the noblest attributes of God himself. 
Thus the Spirit is called '' the Spirit of truth ^^'^ 
and blessed be his name, he is the glorious Spirit 
that leads us into all truth. If we are-under the 
influence of divine teaching, truth will be as 
pleasant to our minds, as daylight is to our eyes ; 
and we shall be satisfied as to what is of tiie 
truth, by a peculiar power of comprehending it, 
communicated from him that is true. Deriving 
our belief from the bible, and trusting in its* 

* John x!v,'6. 7 John zvi, 18. 
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testimony^ we wSIingly Tenltire oar sdola H]^ 
wiiat it, hits revealed* 

6^' Grod is ako emphatioally aaid- lo.be Jbolyf 
be b ever ofaarBCterised las of iniinite purity land 
hcdfl3eB& P^tfeet independent parity is more 
tbaneren angels possess. Gabriel is not holy 
in and by himself ; he is an ^sanation from the 
Ikoly Gbd ; and 'all that he has of holiness as an 
arohangeli comes from its great source, his in- 
finitely pure and perfect Maker. But Christ is 
called ''the holy one and the just ;"^ and even 
his flesh could not ^'see corruption." 

& ''Power'' moreover " belongeth unto God,"^ 
even power to raise the dead ; and our Lord is 
declsu^d to have been raised again by the 
power of God; Yet he said of himself, " 1 am 
the resurrection and the Hfe;"^ such a life as 
he has in himself shall be the life of all who 
beMeve in him« He also promises the be- 
liever, ** I will raise him up in the last day.'* 
He shall command the trumpet to give its vivi- 
fying sound, and the dead shall come forth. 
Oui^ glorious Redeemer will quicken our dead 
bodies, and mise them up celestial. This power 
is actnsilly ascribed to Christ; it belongs to him 

8 Acte ill, 14. 
» P8.1xii, 11. * John xi, 25. 
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equaOy with tbeiFather, Just the eamei how* 
evofy is asoribed to the Spidt \ *^he that raised 
up Gfadst'from the dead, shall also quieken your 
mortal liodies by the Spirit that dwelleth in 
you.'* ^ Thus all these glorious attributes bdoi^ 
equally to the Son, the Fathe^r, and the Spirit. 

To see these things aright, we need divine 
teaching ; noue other can do us any good, nor 
can we receive it until a holy mind is junplanted 
in us. There is no disposition in man .to re- 
ceive knowledge properly, till he is made a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. The promise says, 
*' they," that is, his children, " shall all be taught 
of God;'* their peculiar privilege is to have a 
revelation of himself to their hearts, wiucb is 
productive of great effects. St. Paul says 
of this instruction, ''I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ"^ And again he says, 
'4t pleased God to reveal his Son kt^me." 
Observe, he is equally taught by the Father 
and the Son, and he ascribes the aame to the 
Spirit.^ 

7. Again, who but God can communicate 
feUawship i Is not this a wondetflil passage ! 

' Rom. viii, 11. 
3 Gal. i, 12. 4 Vid. 1 Cor. ii, 13. 
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O to feel it!-^'< truly our fellomhip is wtth the 
Father and with his Son Jesus €hiq»t/'^ Yet 
we bear also of the '^ communion" or fi^lowghip 
'^of the Holy Spirit." What a feDowehip, to 
draw near to God through communion with a 
creating Father^ a redeeming 3on, and a sanc- 
tifymg Spirit! 

8. Another thought presents itself. Who 
can communicate' tmnd^ but that infinitely glo- 
rious being who is all mind ? * Such an agency 
belongs^ only to Grod» Yet the apostle says, 
** we have the muid of Christ;"^ and "let this 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus :"^ 
he speaks likewise of the communication of " the 
mind of the Spirit."^ O what a glorious union, 
what a precious communication, flowing equally 
from the Father, Son, and Spirit ! How is it 
felt, when brought home to believers who are 
enabled to live to God's glory ! 
: 9. Once more, observe the equal influence of 
the Three in One, in preparing the hearts of 
the ministers of the gospel. No minister was 
ever truly sent of God, who was not thus 
qualified. God the Father makes '^ able minis- 
ters of the New Testament, not of the letter, 



6 1 Jobn i, 3. 


• 1 Cor. ii, 16. 


7 Pha. fi, 5. 


8 Rom. viii, 27. 
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btie of the Spirit."^ Yet St. Paul. writes thus 
to Titftotby, " I thank Christ Jesus oiyr Lord 
who hbth enabled me, for that he counted me 
faithful^ putting me into the ministry;"^ and he 
says to the elders of the church of Ephesus, 
''take heed unto yourselves and to all the flock, 
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers."* Thus God thd Father, God, the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost equally make 
ministers. The triune God is of one mind, 
and these things are revealed to us, to enable 
us to climb out of regions of darkness into re- 
gions of light. 

Remember then that we are to deal with God 
as he reveals himself in his word, by which 
alone we can be saved from error. I desire to 
bring home these truths in the way of applica- 
tion. Some persons may say, *' how can these 
things be V* I know that I exist, but if asked 
what life is, I know not, I cannot tell hoto I 
exist. All we have to do is to aim, not at the 
hidden secrets of truth, but at the enjoyment 
of truth. 

Let us inquire then, what is the substantial 
truth, which comes home to our minds from 

» 2 Cor. lii, 6. 
1 1 Tim. i, 12. > Acts xz, 28. 



y Google 



Tke Doctfim ofihe DdnHy. 03 

th^ do(ditin6 before U6? Do you know by tb« 
Holy Spirit, what sinners you are^ are you 
cofiTinced of your own helplessness ; i w^ you 
ashamed and confounded under aaeni^ of your 
guilt and dej^'aTity? If so, you feel as you 
ought to feel ; and these wise feelings are from 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, who have wrought in you a holy 
enmity to that which is against you, and suffer 
you not to be at peace with your corruptions. 
By this you are led to see what is the real truth, 
which you could never have seen but by the 
revelation of God; yet being revealed to you, 
you see its glory. You ask, ^' how can sia be 
pardoned ?'* and say, perhaps " we have done 
that which ha^ undoi^ us, and that for eyer, if 
no ransoiner appear to save us from destruction.^' 
Here the bible opens the covenant of redemptioUi 
fulfilled in him who died for our sins ; but we 
cannot ^Vsay that Jesus is the Lord except by 
the Holy Ghost;" and all the while that we are 
believing in God the Father, and in the glorir 
ous redemption of the Son, we cannot, as it 
were, help believing in God the Holy Spirit, 
because we feel him spiritualizing our souls. 
As you are in the very act of giving Christ 
the glory of your ransom, behold the blessing 
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of regeneration takes place within you, and 
sanctification accompanies it, whereby through 
the Holy Ghost the dear Saviour's image is 
imprinted on your hearts. The Lord the Spirit 
depicts the Redeemer's likeness on the believer's 
heart; he dwells and walks in him; he b his 
life, and while believing, he is, according to the 
fine language of scripture, ^^ changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord." But nothing will cause 
you to believe these divine truths, except an 
experimental acquaintance with them; but when 
once you have them within, as the good things 
you have received from abov^, dien you can 
^'set to your seal that God is true/' The 
spiritual eye alone can see the beauty of the 
doctrine of the Father, Son, and Spirit; and 
the nearer you are enabled to lire to, and the 
more you are enabled to live upon Christ, the 
clearer will your spiritual vision be, till the time 
shall arrive when you will "see as you are seen 
and know as you are known." The Lord give 
you to think of these things, and may the ever* 
lasting good of them be brought home to yoor 
mmds. 
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SERMON IX. 



A PLAIN EXHORTATION ON NEW YEARS DAY. 



1 Cor. XV, 31. 

**1 protest by your rejoidng which I have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die daily." 

We are beginning a new period of time; may 
we think of the prayer of David^ ^^ so teach us 
to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom."^ No persons so com- 
pletely proclaim their folly, as those who make 
light of time, for on it depends eternity. Every 
one of us here present is as sure to die, as that 
we are this moment living ; but the time is known 
to God only. It is wisely concealed from us, 
but it is our wisdom to be always ready. O may 
that petition be preferred by us and granted, 
that '^ neither the splendour of any thing that 
is great, nor the conceit of any thing that is 
good in us, may withdraw our eyes from looking 

1 Ps. xc, 12. 
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upon ourselves as sinful dust and ashes." We 
know not how many, who are now assembled 
here, may be in the grave before another new 
year. Are you then converted to God, or are 
you living under the sound of the gospel, and 
yet none the better for all you hear? What 
fools does sin make of men, that every trifling 
scene which passes before our eyes, has more 
power to fascinate us, than the unspeakable 
realities of the eternal world! Beloved, it is 
the voice of mercy, though it is an awful voice, 
which says "prepare to meet thy God." Fancy 
not that you are safe because you are not so 
wicked as some are; for even to Nicodemus, 
that decent character, Jesus said ''ye must 
be born again." If you have not in you the 
immortal seed, when death shall come to des- 
troy the body, it would have been better for 
you if you had never been born. 

For more than forty years have I occupied 
this pulpit, and there is only here and there 
one remaining of those who joined me when I 
first commenced. Yet, O my God, I am still 
spared ! Would that the poor light which now 
glimmers from my dwindling taper, might kin- 
dle a zeal in many people that never shall b^ 
extinguished. I blame myself often that I 
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cannot warn you more effectually, but I never 
blame myself for having faithfully warned you. 
O blame yourselves, ye who have not taken the 
warning. Do, my dear hearers, if you have lived 
the last year without prayer, begin praying now ; 
and may infinite mercy meet with aome, who 
nev^r heard before to the profit, of their souls. 
But I proceed to the words before us. The 
chapter from whence they are taken has been 
often admired. What fine views St. Paul had 
of that glorious day, (O God prepare us for it,) 
when " the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed ;" when this mortal shall put on immor- 
tality, and this corruptible put on incorruption ;** 
and that glorious saying, '' death is. swallowed 
up in victory," be verified in the everliving 
Jesus, who came to destroy death, and him 
that had the power of death. But whilst life 
eternal is decreed for them who have a '' life 
hid with Christ in God," sinner, thy death with- 
out an interest in Christ will be a double death 
to thee ! The death of the body, what is it in 
comparison of the death of the soul ! I remem- 
ber, many years ago, a poor worldly-minded 
woman said, when she found that she was dying, 
" I am going, O I am going I cannot tell where ; 

H 
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I have been grasping after this world till I have 
lost my soul." The worldly man is like the dog 
in the fable, who snatching at the shadow, lost 
the substance. Death will take all from him. 
It snatches crowns from the heads of kings, 
coronets from the noble, and wealth from the 
miser ; it deprives all men of their earthly pos- 
sessions^ which they cannot take with them to 
enjoy in another state of being. 

I must come, however, to the immediate 
words of the text. The first clause is not quite 
intelligible. The meaning seems to be simply 
this, " I protest by the rejoicing I have respect- 
ing you,* my joy in Christ Jesus." O charm 
my old age, dear brethren, with a similar joy. 
I desire to rejoice over you in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the conviction that my ministry, poor 
as it is, has been blessed by God the Holy 
Spirit to the conversion of your souls. I would 
rejoice over you according to the fine expres- 
sion, ''you hath he quickened who were dead 
in trespasses and sins." The apostle's joy had 
reference to the conversion and salvation of the 
Corinthian idolaters, by which his work was 
well repaid ; and he counted not his life dear 

J w) Hv vfitrs^av xaup^ijdW — nonnuUi legunf, Ti/itri^v. 
vid. Beza, ad loc. 
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unto him^ provided he could be Che happy in- 
strument of bringing dead sinners under the 
influence of vivifying grace, that they might live 
to God. I have mentioned to you frequently 
the dying language of a dignitary of the church 
in the days of Charles the second, whose pur- 
suits and elevation had been more political than 
religious; "how gladly," said he, "would I 
renounce all my courtly honours and prefer- 
ments, could I but know that I had been the 
means of bringing one soul to Jesus Christ." 

may ye be my "crown and rejoicing" in the 
day of the Lord Jesus, that it may appear 
that I have not laboured in vain, nor spent my 
strength for nought. As for the preferments of 
this world, they might have been mine in former 
days; but I can say with truth, these things 
are nothing to me, compared^ with the desire I 
have to see souls saved. Come then and begin 
this year with God. I remember it was in the 
Christmas holidays, when I was a schoolboy, 
that some words spoken to me by an elder 
brother, made me feel myself a sinner. Then 

1 had the armour put upon me, wherewith I 
have been enabled through grace to fight the 
battle ; and I hope for everlasting victory, and 
the successful winning of the eternal crown. 

H 2 
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Young people, who have come to hear me this 
evening, set out early with God. It is a bless- 
ed thing to be called when young, to give up 
yourselves to God in the flower of your days. 
When I commenced preaching, a good man ask* 
ed me when I first began to think seriously ; and 
on my telling him, he wept. I enquired why 
he wept. "O," said he, "I have been thinking 
of that expression, *who were in Christ before 
me'."^ Seek then my dear youths for an early 
part in this salvation. God make you to feel 
a desire to serve him. 

But I mean to improve this New Year's Day 
from the last expression of the text, '^I die 
daily." The apostle was aware, when he put 
the gospel harness on, that he was to fight with 
''principalities and powers;" with ''the rulers 
of the darkness of this world," and "against spi- 
ritual wickedness in high places," so that he ex- 
pected perpetually to suffer martyrdom for the 
sacred cause of Christ. Not so we under our 
mild government ; not a hair of our heads durst 
any persecutor touch. We are protected in all 
our privileges, and our mercies are as secure as 
the rising of the sun. I grant it is our birth- 
right; yet still we have to bless God for it, while 

" Rom. xvi, 7. 
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we must remember that prosperity has its dan- 
gers, as well as the adverse sword of persecution. 
While the latter keeps many away, the stillness 
and security of peace cause numbers to forget 
themselves, and to slumber when they should 
awake to diligence. Moreover, though we have 
not the outward enemy to contend with, we 
have the inward enemy with which to struggle. 

But to the improvement of the expression, 
"I die daily." The apostle concluded that 
every day of his life h^ was to live like a dying 
man, and that therefore he must practice dying 
while living. Every day is hurrying us to death. 
The young are mistaken who imagine they have 
a long while to live. I know otherwise. The 
little period of youth is as a dream that passes 
away. Time is but as the twinkling of an eye 
between two vast eternities, the one from and 
the other to everlasting. You will shortly say, 
my young firiends, with the old patriarch Jacob 
" few and evil have been the days of our pil- 
grimage. 

We know nothing of the value of time, but 
by the loss of time. Every moment allotted us 
on earth is either used or abused, as respects 
the day of our appearance to account for it be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ. Hence we 
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must learn while living daily, how to die daily. 
What a striking contrast have we in the words 
"I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." 
The Christian's "life is hid with Christ in God." 
Consider yourselves brethren ; you are framed 
of most curious materials. You feel that you 
have your natural senses, and that you can no 
more live without the exercise of your minds, 
than you can live without breathing. Your 
minds are working inwardly always, and you 
cannot stay their working. Remember then, 
that you are accountable for how they work, 
and that your senses are only given you, to note 
the movement of the spirit of immortality within. 
Our senses are the avenues by which ideas 
enter our minds; the eye that sees is the inlet 
of imaginations innumerable ; so also is the ear 
that hears, and therefore how great a guard must 
we keep upon them all ! If God has given us 
these faculties and powers of thought, what a 
watch should we set before the door of our lips, 
while we thank him that he has provideda curtain 
for the eye that it may not behold vanity. May 
the Lord guard us, that our own mental ener- 
gies may not hurry us into actions which will 
end in eternal misery. All our feelings and 
thoughts should be under divine regulation. 
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that our spirits may not be poisoned with the evil 
that is prone to rise up within. When " the 
lust of the fleshy the lust of the eye^ and the 
pride of life/' strike upon our sensitive powers, 
how need we to ''watch and pray," lest our 
feelings should ruin us, and hurl us, as they do 
thousands, headlong to destruction! Wicked 
feelings make wicked dispositions, and all the 
evil practices of man arise from his inward cor- 
ruptions. My prayer is, " O my God keep my 
my soul, for I am sure I cannot keep it myself." 
See, brethren, what you have to do — to watch 
the movements of your eyes, to guard the door 
of your ears, that sights and sounds come not in 
that would injure the heart; and to see that all 
your faculties, being under the regulation of 
divine grace, you may have nothing stirring 
within, but what will stir you up to seek and 
serve the Lord. In this way we must die daily 
to the world, that we may live to God. 

Thus I have been endeavouring to give you 
some hints as to the materials you are made of, 
and how much spiritual mortification is neces- 
sary in your minds, that you may be kept from 
evil. God Almighty be pleased to grant, that 
some of my fellow sinners may now exclaim, 
"Lord, may we find thy good Spirit in our 
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hearts ; be thou the director of every one of our 
faculties/' It is a glorious thing when this takes 
place ; and it is brought about by tlie instrumen- 
tality of his grace, who has engaged in infinite 
mercy to keep his people. 

But how much have we to do in order that 
we may be divinely kept ! Find the moment, 
if you can, when you need not look above for 
preservation and guidance. Nothing in the 
world appears to me to be so vain, as to suppose 
that I can do for one moment without my God. 
Unless I am under his control, the immortal spi- 
rit I bear within is my greatest enemy ; but the 
heart whicli is influenced by God, is made to 
please him, while he dwells in it and preserves 
it. To seek for more and more of divine man- 
agement, is a conduct worthy of the wisest of 
men. " The new man, created in righteousness 
and true holiness," is the best inhabitant of the 
human breast. 

In your endeavours you may have much to 
lament over as respects yourselves; but your 
'lamentations will end in songs of eternal joy, 
when, on waking up after God's likeness, you 
are satisfied with it. God grant that I may 
hear the sinner crying, '' O wretched man that 
I am ! who shall deliver from the body of this 
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death ?" If you are agonizing against sin, ago- 
nixe on, and never think of peace with that 
which has set you at enmity with God. Seiek 
for the living inward feelings of the good man, 
who is blessed with perceptions all alive to his 
salvation. Thank God for your eyesight, be- 
cause it enables you' to read his word; for your 
ears, whereby you can hear of " Christ and him 
crucified ;" and you will find these emotions to 
be as the wings of your heaven-born souls, upon 
which you may flee away from the world, and 
be at rest. We sing in a very good hymn, 

" None but Jesas can do helpless sinners good/' 

and if you ask him for grace he will bestow it ; 
and when, through Christ, you are in God, you 
will feel infinitely better joy in him than you 
ever felt in sin. Religion will be experienced as 
a divine reality, because you will have " Christ 
within you the hope of glory," and " within you" 
also '^the kingdom of God, which is righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
You will know what it is to experience sacred 
"peace with God," which none can know, but 
those who enjoy " the peace of God which pas- 
seth all understanding." To such blessings the 
highest worldly greatness is but a toy. If such 
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be your state, when death comes, you will meet 
it with a smile; and when about to be dis- 
solved and be with Christ, you will have none of 
those terrors which menace the wicked, though 
to the last you will experience the christian 
conflict. 

But, O sinner, careless, ignorant sinner, who 
hast hardly ever had even a thought that thou 
hadst a soul, thou art only living for damnation, 
if the Lord take thee not out of damnation's 
road. Would it be just for God to lay aside 
his prerogatives because man chooses to be un- 
godly? "The wrath of God is revealed against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men ;" 
and as surely as you are living in your sins, so 
surely are you in destruction's paths. O that 
the Lord may this night bring conviction home, 
and that some who never thought of praying 
before, may cry, "Lord save, or we perish." 
Why, poor reprobate sinners, do you ask for 
salvation, if you never desired to have it ! " Turn 
ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die ?" 
Think not that Christ will keep any at a distance, 
for, " whosoever cometh, he will in no wise cast 
out." May the Lord bless these broken hints 
for his name's sake. Amen. 
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EVERY OBACE THE UNDESERVED GIFT OF GOD. 



Job XXXV, 7. 

^ If thou be righteous, what givest thou him, or what receiveth 
he of thine hand ?" 

Though we were completely ruined by the fall, 
yet we are notwithstanding, most proud and 
self-conceited. We have all a thousand wrong 
fancies respecting ourselves, and unrighteous 
as we are, we delight in speaking of our right- 
eousness. 

The first idea which now strikes my mind is 
this — with all reverence be it spoken of the 
divine existence — it is impossible for God to 
create another being independent like himself. 
From the highest archangel in heaven to the 
lowest creature upon earth, they must all be 
dependent beings. It was a wise declaration 
of a heathen — even a heathen could discover 
this—" in him we live and move and have our 
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being." Not a hair of our heads could we pro- 
duce ourselves. All contrivances to make us 
happy come from God, and we cannot manage 
them alone. He gives us our food, and the 
good things around us are all at his command. 
We must sow the seed, but the rain of heaven 
must make it grow. We have eyes to see what 
we have to do, but God contrived and made 
them. As human creatures therefore, it be- 
comes us to remember our dependence ; and it 
is a very practical and proper obseifvation, that 
in all our enjoyments which we have from God, 
we should dedicate the use of them to bis 
glory. 

The apostle says, *^ what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, 
why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not re- 
ceived it?"^ The psalmist also says in a simi- 
lar spirit, ''my goodness ^xtendeth not to thee;*'^ 
it reached not beyond the limits of his own 
little circle of good. Could God be made hapr 
pier in having a million more of angels to sing 
his praise ? Can the Being of beings be sup- 
ported by those who proceed from him? What 
is one poor insect of a man to God, in a world 
supposed to contain many millions of his race ? 

» I Cor. iv, 7. > Ps. xvi, 2. 
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The loss of a thousand of you would be no loss 
to the Lord. It is only in mercy that he com- 
mands us to perform our duties, designing them 
to be for our everlasting good. We cannot 
add to his glory, though he is pleased to say 
that we do glorify him. 

By these observations the subject before us is 
naturally introduced. My text propounds this 
— {/" thou be righteous. I judge by this propo- 
sition respecting man, that he ought to be a 
righteous creature. If we are not made right- 
eous, we can never enter the presence of God. 
The idea of our being happy without righteous- 
ness is the greatest of absurdities, as it is most 
profane. I have sometimes observed that God*s 
happiness consists in his infinite holiness and 
righteousness, and that as our eyes are only the 
recipients of light, and as we have no breath 
m ourselves for Ufe and its enjoyment, but as 
we receive it from the air around us, so there 
is nothing of a spiritual nature conducive to our 
spiritual well-being and comfort, which we do 
not receive from God. All the ideas we may 
have of eternal bliss in heaven, of singing ever- 
lasting praises, of the company of the blessed, 
are nothing nfithout the recollection of the ca- 
pacity for such happiness, which is God's own 
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dear image on our minds, and which he alone 
can give. This one text merits our perpetual 
surprise ; " we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained, that we should walk in them.""^ 
The idea that we must be righteous should be 
deeply impressed on us all. " Without holiness 
no man can see the Lord ;" and therefore, let 
us inquire, whence can we get a righteousness 
that shall please God ? Certainly, we can only 
obtain it from God himself; yet this righteous- 
ness, while it is infinitely profitable to us, can- 
not be profitable to him. 

Now, what is the first grace which leads 
to this righteousness? It is repentance; we 
feel this first. But, what is the language of 
real penitence? It is that we are grievous 
sinners, that we have transgressed God's laws, 
and therefore deserve punishment. But was 
there ever yet a criminal about to die for bis 
breach of the law, who said, ''I ought to be 
pardoned because I repent?" Repentance is a 
humble acknowledgment that we are vile sin- 
ners, and that we have nothing left us but 
" shame and confusion of face." Hence, how 
preposterous the idea of a proud penitent, sup- 

' Epb. ii, 16. 
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posing he merits something by his mere repent- 
ance ! But I preach not against the purity of 
repentance, because I preach against the merii 
of repentance. Undoubtedly, except we repent 
we shall perish ; but can penitence be a claim ? 
I have nothing to plead, O my Ood, except 
defects, but I look to what Christ has merited 
on my behalf. 

With regard to the next grace, faith, what 
merii is there in my believing ? As repentance 
is said to be from God the giver of it, so is 
faith ; " it is not of ourselves, it is the gift of 
God." Did I create that golden gem, or was 
it of my own getting? Did I implant that 
lovely principle ? Can I be proud of it, and 
say, '* Lord I have made this fine grace of faith, 
and do thou reward me for it ?" If faith be the 
operation of God in the heart, we must hold 
very different language. What says the hum- 
ble believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
enjoys that faith which is of the Lord's own 
implanting? ,His language is, "I am a com- 
pletely ruined and condemned sinner by the 
law, and I can only be saved by that mediation 
and atonement which the gospel reveals. Am 
I to be proud of this ; or am I to pride myself 
that the Lord my Saviour gave me this revela- 
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tion ? Am I to pride myself because he died 
for me ; am I to magnify my own goodness be- 
cause I believe in him, when I should have 
been careless, and have sealed my own doom 
for ever, unless the Lord had made me believe ?*' 
The faith of reliance is theirs alone, who feel 
themselves to be miserable sinners. We must 
have no confidence in ourselves; on the con- 
trary, we must go out of ourselves for the bless- 
ings that are to lead us through time into 
eternity. True faith belongs only to the poor 
in spirit, and gives us to understand that there 
is nothing good in ourselves, but that all is of 
Christ. We must guard against the spirit of 
thpse in former tiipes, who boasted that they 
were "rich and increased in goods, and had 
need of nothing," while at the same time they 
were " wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked."^ 

Again, have we any thing to boast of as re- 
spects the grace of love? How came I, who 
was once at enmity against God, to love him ? 
Did I give myself that gracious disposition? 
No, my dear brethren, I know well that this 
grace was never created in my heart by myself, 
nor would have ever entered there, except God 

4 Rev. in, 17. 
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had implanted it. Hence, that first and fine 
command — O it is a delightful command. Lord 
write it upon all our hearts — " thou shalt love , 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all 
thy mind, with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength." How shall I do this? The gospel 
tells me how — ^by the love of God shed abroad 
in my heart by the Holy Ghost. He writes the 
law upon the fleshy table of the heart, and then 
we love God. When he is made known to the 
nund of the believer, he cannot but love him. 
But if a poor worm should say, " I love a sove- 
reign who fills a throne," what would the mon- 
arch be the better for his love ? Love is a great 
communicated blessedness given us through 
grace. It is the very element of human hap- 
piness to love the Lord. But comes this from 
us ? No verily, it is one of God's first, best, 
and greatest gifts to man, and without it he 
cannot spiritually exist. 

But this grade of love produces other graces, 
that equally prove themselves to be from God. 
We have peace, joy in believing, and so on. 
If the Lord makes us lay down the arms of our 
rebellion and gives us peace, are we to thank 
ourselves, or Him who gave us the blessing of a 
broken and a contrite heart ? Now, joy is the 

I 
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e0ect of these feelings. The accused rejoices 
in his acquittal, the hungry in his food, the 
naked in his clothing ; and so does the child of 
God in his liberty through Christ, and in all 
the things which make him happy. Yet he 
praises not himself as the giver of these bless- 
ings, but the God from whom they all proceed. 
There are also practical graces which are 
needful in our present state. For instance, 
there is watchfulness against our enemies. But 
is a man to be thanked for setting a watch to 
keep the thieyes out of his own house ? ,No, 
he does it for his own defence, that he may not 
have his goods stolen from him. I have a cas- 
tle within me built for God himself, and con- 
taining a divine treasury communicated to me» 
whence he tells me in his word, and I thank 
him for it, '^ keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life."^ How shall 
I keep my heart ? The secret of keeping it is 
included in the fine command, ^'my son give 
me thy heart.*' I thank God for my active 
guardian graces, still I arrogate nothing to my- 
self on their account, but am more and more 
convinced how much I need their perpetual 
supply. When I remember the infinite num- 

* Prov. iv, 23. 
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ber of times I have been saved by the grace of 
God throughout my life, I desire to be always 
saying, *^ by the grace of God I am what I am." 
The more I am kept by him, the more sensible 
shall I be of the praise that belongs to him on 
this account. 

All graces are from God; but there is one 
delightful grace which I peculiarly desire to 
possess, and that is humility. What! does it 
become me to be proud ? Does any one boast 
of his being a servant ? Nay, rather, he says, I 
am a humble man and desire to work for my 
livelihood. Christians have to work for their 
livelihood too, and the Lord smiles upon their 
labours and acknowledges them. All I have 
to do now for God, is as a servant of God for 
the good of my soul. Once a slave to sin, now 
a free servant of God, adopted also into "^ his 
family, I am numbered with ^'the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty." Yet my 
business is to serve, and while I feel the honour 
of serving the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
I would be humble, as being an unprofitable 
servant to Him who has a claim upon all my 
obedience, and to praise whom is my highest 
privilege. I must remember that though hon- 
oured by being in God's service, I am still a 

12 
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beggar. Every believer in Christ is a^ beggar 
dignified by grace. The language of prayer 
is the language of beggars. Hence^ what a 
wonderfully extensive grace is that of prayer ! 
It goes through every region of our wants ; it 
lifts up its eyes and beholds an infinite fulness 
in the Saviour's grace, capable of supplying all 
our needs, according to the riches of God's 
glory that is in Christ Jesus. In prayer, we 
lift up our hands as beggar$, to receive all that 
is necessary for us ^' without money and without 
price." 

Brethren, our righteousness profiteth not in 
the sight of God — " if thou be righteous, what 
givest thou him, or what receiveth he of thy 
hand ?" God is not indebted to us, but we are 
indebted to him for every blessing conferred 
upfti our ruined, helpless souls. I pray you 
forget not this. May God make you feel the 
privilege of being sanctified by his Spirit, and 
then you will give him all the glory of being 
justified by his grace. You ought always to 
bear in mind, that no grace would exist in your 
hearts unless God had imparted it. 
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SERMON XL 

THE NECESSITV OF CJIRIST's SUFFERINGS. 

Matt, xxvi, 39. 

'* O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me : never- 
theless not as I will, but as thou wilt." 

I ALWAYS yalue this one day, commonly called 
Good Friday, for the subject we contemplate 
is most important. But merely to tell people 
the history of the sufferings of Christ, does no 
good ; we must attend to the design of God, in 
thus calling for such an exemplification of his 
vengeance on the person of his dear Son, and 
inquire into our own individual deliverance by his 
atonement, from the guilt of those sins which de- 
serve vengeance at the hand of the Lord. The 
expression of our Lord, " ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things and to enter into his 
glory V ^ is very remarkable. It was indispen- 
sable; and therefore he also said, ^'thus it 

' Lake xxiv, 26, and ver. 46 
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behoved Christ to sufier, and to rise from the 
dead." ^ Let us then inquire into the interest- 
ing subject, which is brought so strongly before 
us in this affecting prayer of our Lord, offered 
up just before his passion took place — "Father 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me," to 
which he added, according to his lovely and 
obedient heart, '* nevertheless not as I will, 
but as thou wilt." Blessed shall we be also if 
we can always say, " Thy will be done ;" but I 
feel that it requires omnipotency of grace, to 
marshal in obedience the rebellious passions of 
sinful man. All that thl¥arts our own will cre- 
ates resistance in our breasts, unless our wills 
be brought into a holy conformity to the will 
of God. 

Observe the first expression in the text, 
" Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me." Are not all things possible with God ! 
Can any thing restrain omnipotence, or place it 
within limits ! Blessed be God, with reverence 
be it spoken, there are some fine impossibilities 
belonging even unto him. For instance, it is 
stated that it is '* impossible for God to lie.** 
It is impossible for any among men that ate 
wise to act like fools ; for an honest man to be 

* Luke xxiT, 26| and ver, 46b 
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a knaye; for the merciful man to be cruel. So 
there is in some things a wonderful impossibility 
with God ; he cannot in any wise pass by sin ; it 
is impossible for him to have the least folly; it is 
impossible for him to have the least diminution of 
hisgoodnesS} or of his power, or indeed of any 
of his essential attributes ; and yet he acts with 
infinite freedom according to the uncontrolled 
counsel of his own will. But we must look 
upon the things pertaining to the divine exist- 
ence with the most solemn reverence, and whilst 
we talk about divine impossiblities, and all other 
things belonging to him, let us never presume 
to imagine that we can find out the Almighty 
to perfection. No, blessed be God, I confess 
myself an atom in his sight, and whilst he is 
before me, I am lost in amazement, though I 
still feel him to be the fountain of joy, and see 
that every good which flows from that glorious 
source, comes to me through the Saviour* But 
while we consider that it was not possible that 
the cup of bitterness should pass from Christ, 
we are sometimes tempted to put the imperti- 
nent question, '^ could not God have contrived 
some other way to save mankind, than by the 
sacrifice of his Son ?" I find however^ that I 
am told this is the only way, and therefore it is 
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my business to acquiesce in it, and to adore Him 
who is " the way, the truth, and the life." 

In order, however, to see the necessity of 
Christ's sufferings aright, it is expedient that 
we should have proper notions of sin in our- 
selves. All supposition that any virtue that is 
in us can procure salvation, arises from midnight 
darkness and ignorance. Let the Lord shine 
into the sou], and then we shall take a diflfer- 
ent view of ourselves and our salvation; and 
knowing our own hearts, we shall think evil of 
our natural condition and repent. But, my 
dear brethren, I might as well profess to create 
a world as to make a penitent, for there is no 
such thing as experiencing repentance, unless 
we are brought to it by a conviction of sin. All 
ideas of the merit of virtue and of the beauty 
of morality without Christ, leave men just where 
they found them ; and even the pathetic tale of 
the Redeemer's agony and sufferings, though 
narrated with the deepest feeling, is in vain, but 
as we are made partakers of his passion by 
the Holy Spirit, and are brought to see the 
need of conformity to his death, and of being 
ourselves '' crucified" with him How strik- 
ing were the apostle's thoughts respecting the 
Saviour, when he said, '^I am crucified with 
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Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me;"^ and again^ *'we preach 
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling- 
block and unto the Greeks foolishness; but 
unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wis- 
dom of God/'^ Such truths produce a fine 
solemn influence on the heart, whilst every 
other doctrine, and all the awful threatenings 
against iniquity leave the sinner '^ dead in tres-* 
passes and sins." They that work at an iron 
furnace and beat out the heated metal, raismg 
sparks innumerable on every side, are obliged 
to be dressed in clothes which can defend them 
from injury; but if they were dead and without 
feeling, not all the burning pieces that might 
fall upon them would make the slightest im- 
pression or produce the least pain. So dead 
sinners feel not the evil fires the world emits, 
firom their constant collision with it ; but they 
give believers pain, and therefore they attire 
themselves in the defensive garments of salva- 
tion, that no fiery temptations may assail them 
to their hurt Now our blessed Lord, in order 
to secure the temporal safety and eternal hap- 
piness of believers, was ready to drink up all 

' Gal. ii, 20. ^ 1 Cor. i, 23, 24. 
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the wratb^ and all our sins were imputed to him. 
For all that we sinners could ever do of evil he 
was to answer! The language of scripture is 
plain, '^ he suffered the just for the unjust that 
he might bring us to 6od."^ His endurance 
of misery was not for himself, but for hi^ church; 
*^ the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all.'* 
Every thing that would have brought us down 
to eternal misery, and could have taken the 
-character of a curse upon us, was borne by 
the Saviour. In short, he was made a curse, 
that man might be blessed in him. My prayer 
is, *'0 God give me more repentance than I 
have ;" but my praise is, that deep as my sorrow 
may be, I have no sin to condemn me, for Christ 
has paid the debt, and therefore, though I would 
always mourn that I have been a sinner, I will 
never despair. 

Christ gave himself for us, and when he said 
"let this cup pass from me," he spoke rather 
in the character of man who felt his human 
sufferings, than as a divme being; for though 
Deity dwelt in his flesh, it was not possible for 
Deity to suffer. It was the human soul of 
Christ which drank that bitter cup, whereby he 
made atonement for our sins." The whole of 

« 1 Pet. iii, IS. 
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the fifty third chapter of Isaiah gives us fuDy 
to understand this, and proves that the subject 
of that wonderful prophecy suffered not for 
himselfj but for sinful man. Now behold then, 
the debt is paid, the penalty has been borne, 
and we have only to sing praises of gratitude 
and love; and blessed be God these will be 
eternal, for the longer we are in glory, the more 
we shall praise him for his redeeming grace. 

Jesus has done away our guilt, has paid the 
debt we had contracted, and by his holy life, 
performed obedience on behalf of his church, 
whereby it may be saved. 

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress ; 
Midst flaming worlds, in these array'd, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

His atoning blood and justifying righteousness 
must ever go together; they are inseparable; 
and though as a man he could not but cry, ** if 
it be possible let this cup pass from me," yet he 
was ready to add, *^ nevertheless not my will but 
thine be done." 

I make one further remark on this subject. 
In the verse preceding the text, it is said, ^' his 
soul was exceeding sorrowful, even unto death," 
and such indeed was. the pressure of man's 
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guilt upon him^ that no wonder he '^sweated 
great drops of blood." I apprehend every 
imagination of human agony sinks into nothing, 
when compared with the agony of Christ. He 
agonized indeed: ^'the plowers plowed upon 
his back, and made long furrows." He suffered 
in body because we have sinned in the body; 
he suffered still more in mind^ because we have 
sinned more in the mind; and his sufierings 
have been proclaimed as a complete atonement 
for the sins of the whole world. 

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

1. We are hence given to see the evil of sin, 
both in deed and thought. We may each of 
us have a bad thought in our minds which we 
do not bring into action ; still we commit sin in 
the thought, because we ought to obey God in 
the spirit. I am not only, blessed be his name, 
forbidden the practice of evil, but I am forbidden 
the conception of evil. That is a sweet prayer 
in our church service, " cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit." 
I desire to be a good thinkuig man^ having hea- 
venly thoughts clinging to my mind, as plants 
cling with their tendrils around the branches 
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of the trees over which they spread themselves, 
to the great adornment of the scenes of nature's 
loveliness. Meditation is the work of the mind, 
and when that is upon good things, like David 
I can "go and sit before the Lord." I desire 
not only to grieve over my sinful actions, but 
to bewail my sinful thoughts which caused my 
Redeemer so much bitterness of soul. 

2. This subject should teach us to crucify 
the old man with the affections and lusts. As 
our sinfulness caused the Saviour's agony, may 
he give us power, of his infinite mercy, to put it 
to death in the flesh. 

3. How can a believer be an Antinomian? 
How can I think of my disobedience to the holy 
law of God but as an infinite evil, when it was 
this that brought forth the groans and suffer* 
ings of the dear soul of my dying Saviour! 
That is a wonderful word, " he spared not his 
own Son," though thrice he prayed, "let this 
cup pass from me." That was impossible! O 
let this idea be more in all our hearts. 

4. We should earnestly pray for an increasing 
power to struggle against the remains of sin, 
and to be animated daily with a greater and 
greater hatred of it. 

5. I read in my Saviour's suffering "the pains 
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of hell/' the vengeance of God against sin, a 
thousand times more forcibly than I should if I 
could see all hell opened before me. ** By the 
law/' says St. Paul, ''sin became exceeding sin- 
ful/' but by the gospel, it appears infinitely 
more so. 

6. May God make us all to thirst after inward 
purity; and may we remember our high calling, 
and Hve to hb glory both now and for ever. 
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SERMON XII. 

THE believer's DEATH TO THE LAW, AND 
UNION WITH CHRIST. 



Rom. vii, 4, 

'* Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law 
hy the body of Christ ; that ye should be married to another, 
even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring 
forth fruit unto God. 

Of what avail to us is Christ's being alive and 
reigning in glory, if he does not reign in our 
hearts and in our conduct ? Believing in creeds 
is nothing by itself; even the devils are said to 
"believe and tremble." We have sufficient 
outward evidence to establish the astonishing 
fact of Christ's resurrection from the dead, and 
we are convinced that he is now in the invbible 
world above, '* ever living to make intercession 
for us ;" but do we inquire what personal be- 
nefit we gain by this? and whether when we 
use the expression of the apostle, "risen with 
Christ," there is truly a spiritual resurrection in 
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our minds? Do we, according to another phrase 
equally striking, " know him and the power of 
his resurrection ?" ^ How finely does Jesus say 
of himself, "I am the resurrection" — and what 
else? — 'Hhe life; he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead yet shall he live, and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall never 
die!'*^ So, following the same idea, the scrip- 
ture says in other language, " when Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall we also ap- 
pear with him in glory," ^ Now what does a 
man mean, when he says "Christ is my life?" 
The explanation is given in another text, "I 
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ;"* this is 
the believer's life. Every one who lives as be 
ought to live, lives by the life of God commu- 
nicated to his soul. The grace of God in the 
heart puts the resurrection of Christ beyond a 
doubt; for if we are truly risen with Chrbt, 
and by regenerating influence can seek those 
things that are above, and are made heavenly- 
minded, and spiritually-minded thereby, we 
have the witness in ourselves, and cannot deny 
our own feelings. May God make us feel well, 
for this is the best evidence of the power of 

» Phil, iu, 10. « John xi, 25, 26. 

s Col. iii, 4. i Gal. ii, SO. 
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divine truth. I despise the fastidiousness of 
those who lay no stress on inward feelings, for 
they will always be our guides to action. May 
I have many of them passing through my ipiod 
daily, so that it may be perpetually kept open 
to receive the impressions of divine love. This 
is the only key to the meaning of the injunctions 
to ''pray without ceasing/' to ''be instant in 
prayer/' and to be "praying with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit." This moment I 
need the presence of God ; this moment I pray 
to be under the direction of God ; and may the 
same prayer be this instant in every mind here ; 
and then, though the words of my preaching 
should not captivate your ears, they will cause 
you, as I desire, to lift up your hearts unto the 
Lord. I heard it said once of a minister "you 
cannot hear him without being led to pray ;" 
and this is thef best sign of all our preaching, 
" My house," said the Lord, "shall be called a 
house of prayer." The most eminent service 
of the house of God is prayer. 

But I now proceed to the illustration of my 
text. 

I.' We are told of a law to which we were 
originally bound. Our first parents were blest 
with a most excellent command, namely, to look 
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to God as the grand source of their happiness 
and delight. This blessing will never be taken 
away from man^ — the blessings of God's holy 
law. But it may be rejoined, ''you contra- 
dict your text in saying so; its words are, 
* dead to the law '•" True, we must be dead to 
it as a covenant, yet God forbid that ever we 
should be dead to holiness, to that portion of 
the law which teaches us to bring forth fruit 
unto God, — '' the fruits of righteousness," not 
merely according to the bare command of the law 
of Moses, but the fruits of righteoiisness which 
are by Jesus Christ. The apostle uses meta- 
phorical language, to give additional strength 
to the meaning of his assertion. The scripture 
abounds in metaphors, because it designs to use 
language of the strongest kind ; yet a wrong 
use has often been made of them, as in the case 
of those who would sweep away the doctrine of 
regeneration because it is metaphoricaL I wish 
such teachers would show us how you and I 
could live upon metaphorical food? But no, 
the use of metaphors is to convey to our minds 
stronger meanings than common explicatory terms 
can reach. Hence we are here taught, that as 
to moral duty, man was married or bound to 
the first covenant, and a blessed union it was. 
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God made man as happy as he could he, 
because he was holy* He had, besides the 
outward command, the inward law of perfect 
holiness dwdling in hb soul* Angels probably 
have no code of laws to go by, but follow the 
impulse of the holiness which is in their na- 
ture. There would be no occasion for law, if 
there were no wickedness to make law necessary; 
"the law was added because of transgressions,"' 
There is no need of acts of parliament to teach 
men to breathe, to use their eyes, or eat their 
food. These are natural wants, and natural 
appetites; and where the mind of God per- 
vades the breast, his law is itself a perpetual 
want. How finely does the apostle say, "sin 
shall not have dominion over you, for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace." ^ Again 
he says, " God be thanked that ye were the 
servants of sin."^ Some vain talkers have ab- 
solutely denounced these words as blasphemous; 
.but they know but little of figurative language 
who do not see that they mean, " thanks be to 
God that you who were the servants of sin, are 
now, blessed be hb name, not what ye were; 
you are now made otherwise, having obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was 

* Oal. \At 19. < Rom. vi, U and 17. 
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delivered unto you." The commandment will 
ever stand holy, just, and good. I can bless 
God for the law, while I blame myself that I 
cannot, from my unholy nature and ungodly 
inclinations, do otherwise than transgress the 
sam6. Whilst I have this evil heart within me, 
I condemn it because it does not love God with 
a perfect love. I deprecate its bad feelings, 
and condemn myself for them, and then I fly 
to the Lord that I may be healed. 

But we know that we cannot be saved by the 
law. Why ? Because we have transgressed it. 
A thief cannot be commended for his honesty, 
because he has it not. So, ^'all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God;" there- 
fore '^ judgment,*' which is the denunciation of 
divine justice, has ''passed upon all men to con- 
demnation, for that all have sinned.*' It is 
wonderful that people who attend church can 
speak so ignorantly as they do, when they there 
say, ''enter not into judgment with thy servant, 
O Lord, for in thy sight shall no man living be 
justified.** Yet I fain would feel a perpetual 
disgust at that which prevents my reaching the 
spirit of God's holy commands. Such a spirit 
is the only security for a love of obedience. 

I am often shocked at the want of cikution in 
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some who attend such poor condemned crimi- 
nals, as never think of penitence till death is 
before them, and then suppose it sufficient to 
cry out for mercy. Why, the filthiest swine 
that is bound for the slaughter screams in alarm ; 
but if his bonds be cut and he is set at liberty, 
he soon proves that his nature is unchanged, 
by an immediate return to his former habits of 
uncleanness. So, many a criminal, to my own 
knowledge, who was apparently penitent, has, 
upon the arrival of a reprieve, cast away both 
his fears and his grief. Also numbers of sick 
persons who have been terrified at the iippa- 
rent approach of death, have on their recovery, 
thrown away all their resolutions, and reverted 
to their former sins. Much better hopes have 
I of any one whose language is, "Lord have 
mercy upon me ; though I hope I have expe- 
rienced repentance, I have many fears lest it 
should not be genuine ; I do enquire for graces 
and for evidences^ but I distrust myself; O that 
I had clear proofs of true conversion, by feeling 
more of its divine power." We ought indeed 
to be jealous over ourselves and others with a 
godly jealousy* 

Thus I have been endeavouring, as far as 
time would permit, to ^peak of the law. I would 
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not be without the law for millions of worlds. 
I. could not value the gospel, unless I had the 
law. What I desire, is a communication of the 
holiness that eternally exists in God; and I 
pray to God the Spirit to put it into my heart, 
for ^'it is God that worketh in me to will and 
to do of his good pleasure.'* He alone, can. im- 
plant in me truly good dispositions. It is the 
omnipotence of the Spirit which makes me a 
holy man. His mind becomes my very mind 
also, and I delight in holiness as he delights to 
make me holy. I also give him all the praise; 
and I am convinced that I could not find an 
angel in all heaven, who could ever say that one 
act of holy homage comes from himself. I 
praise my God for all I have of good ; and I 
know that he is the essence of good, and that 
I can only serve him by union with Christ. 

II. This reminds me that ''I am married to 
another,'* to the Saviour who is raised from the 
dead, and who died to magnify divine justice, to 
exemplify a holy hatred against sin, and that sin- 
ners might be pardoned by Him "who spared 
not his own Son, but freely delivered him up 
for us all." Of all unions the marriage. union 
is- the strongest, and therefore the fittest image 
of our union with Christ, whose spirit inspires 
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us with a holy hatred against all unholy ways*. 
What a glorious declaration — with all chastity, 
and purity may 1 speak of it — ^'thy Maker is 
thy husband; the Lord of hosts is his name !**^ 
St. Paul also says, '^I have espoused you to one 
husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ."® With virgin innocence are, 
you. to be adorned, beloved; Christ is to be 
yours, and you are to be his. ''This husband 
is to be mine," says the living Christian, " I can-i 
not live withojut this union ; I live alone by it ; 
I live by my union with Christ, and am devoted 
to his glory." You cannot get beyond this sa^ 
cred point of living in Christ, as being positively, 
one with him. Away with every effort at per- 
forming a duty, but as you first of all attempt 
to do it throught faith in the Son of God, a 
faith which will cause you to fight against every, 
remaining sin with indignation and disgust. 

But the believer does not stop here; he em- 
braces the great doctrine of the atonement, and 
climbs higher and higher after that divine 
knowledge by which he is taught how to love, 
and how to pray, and how to fear. All the. 
glories of religion seem to burst upon the ad- 
miring soul at once. Observe the little child^ 

7 Isa. liT, 5. ^2 Cor. xi, 2. 
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how be comes into the world with all his parts 
in good proportion, yet in great weakness. So 
the child of God is born with all the incipient 
graces of the Spirit, with faith, prayer, and so 
forth. These be has communicated faintly at 
first in regeneration, and then afterwards he 
grows in them. This privilege he has from 
being united to Christ, and growing up in him. 
The happiness of the marriage union consists 
in the husband and his wife being like minded ; 
and so the beauty of the soul's espousal to 
Christ, consists in the Christian's being like- 
minded with him, according to the words of 
scripture, ^Met this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus." ^ I might here also in« 
stance the misery of those who are married, and 
are constantly thwarting each other ; but if the 
heart be right with God, there will be no con* 
trariety between it and the Saviour. Sometimes 
indeed he may visit the spouse wkh correction; 
but he does it with such loving care, that his 
rod falls with profit, and like the psalmist, 
she may say, his loving correction hath made 
her great. 

IIL I think I have said enough, my dear 
brethren, to make you see that if '^ we are mar- 

• Phil, ii, 5. 
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ried to another, even to him who is raised from 
the dead/* the Lord Jesus Christ, it is that we 
should bring forth fruit unto God. If a man ii$ 
a child <^ God, mider the influence of his grace, 
there is a holy imposdbility that he can do other- 
wise than live to his glory. O blessed God, 
"thy kingdom come," and ** thy will be done," 
are demres that live in the hearts of those whom 
thou hast beautified with the grace of thy Holy 
Spirit* May thy word be the delightful rule of 
my conduct, from an inward principle, all the 
days of my Ufe. O, the sweet love of God 
wluch is through Jesus Christ our Lord ! May 
that love take a lasting hold upon all our hearts. 
I wonder not that it is said, ** love is the fuU 
filling of the law ;" and though I am a poor 
diminutive creature, I cannot think there is too 
mtich holiness in God, in which I may bathe 
my happy soul; all I wish, is to be made sure 
that I truly love him. If so, I shall brmg forth 
fruit unto holiness, and the ^nd will be everlast- 
ing life. Brethren, I desire not to entertain 
you with trifles, but that we may enter fully 
into the subject matter that is before us, and 
truly experience that we are enabled by our 
marriage union with Christ, to bring forth fruit 
unto God. But how must we be changed be- 
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fore, this union can take place! I knew one, 
whom I believe now to be with God, who 
proposed to be united to a young person who 
gained her livelihood by industry, and who 
manifested that there were belonging to her 
many excellent qualities, and he said ^'I will 
first educate her, and then take her intoi a high- 
er sphere of life.** She was amiable and good; 
but the Lord Jesus can take the deformed 
spirit, and make it comely by the loveliness of 
his holiness; and if there be any of you who 
desire now to enter into union with Christ, look 
to him I beseech you to give you a mind similar 
to his own. O read your bibles, and see what 
sort of a mind his was, and then pray for the 
implantation of a like mind in yourselves. These 
are the plain truths I drop among you. I make 
no apology; for the last apology I ever desire 
to make in this world, is for plain preaching. 
I rather pray God it may be made useful to 
your souls, and may he grant it for his name's 
sake. Amen. 
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SERMON XIII. 

THE ATONEMENT AND MEDIATION OF CHRIST. 



Num. xvi, 48. 

*< He stood between the living and the dead, and the plague was 
stayed. 

We are, from the corruption of our nature, un- 
accustomed to feel our sinfulness duly before. 
God. We do not suflSciently note the evil that 
has obtruded itself upon us to our everlasting 
disgrace, and which indeed we never can pro- 
perly abhor, till a divine change takes place in. 
our minds, and we feel, through the Spirit, a 
holy detestation of those sins which have ren- 
dered us disgusting in the sight of God. His^ 
guidance is also, particularly needed, to enable> 
us to seek the remedy where it really may be. 
found. Our slight notions of the heinousness 
of sin, introduce into the mind very low and poor 
ideas of the method, by which both it and its 
consequences are to be avoided. The generality 
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of mankind strangely think that a little refonn- 
ation towards the end of our lives will suffice, 
because God is very merciful. They expect 
that God will lavish upon us the riches of his 
mercy, even though we continue to sin; and 
thus thousands actually make the mercy of the 
Lord an excuse for wickedness. But would 
any servant expect a master whom he openly 
insulted, to retain him in his place, because he 
said, ** my master is a very merciful man, and 
therefore I will go on insulting him!** Would 
this do with man ? Yet how we go on insulting 
God! The bible, however, reveals the truth 
of all these things to the mind, and teQs us that 
such is the malignity of sin, that if a sacrifice 
had not been offered up, adequate to the de- 
mands of infinite justice, we never could have 
averted the wrath we deserve at the hand of 
God. Though man has ruined his soul, he 
cannot redeem it ; and even if he says, '^ I wiD 
be better by and by," this implies an acknow- 
ledgment that be has been in error. Could 
a person pay his debts, by merely promimng 
not to get into debt for the time to come ? In 
fact, " all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God,'*^ and judgment has passed upon 

^ Rom. iii, 2d< 
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all men to condemnation ; and if God had not 
devised a mode of pardon and salvation for our 
ruined world, sin would long ago have swept 
us away with the besom of destructioUi whilst 
there would have been none to help. 

If any one doctrine abounds more than another . 
throughout the scripture, it is the doctrine of 
the atonement, or reconciliation to God through 
the glorious salvation proceeding from the Lord 
Jesus Christ ** There is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men, whereby we mu^t 
be saved/' ^ but that name alone; and he is the 
sum and substance both of the Old Testament 
and of the New. . We are greatly indebted to the 
epistle to the Hebrews, which so plainly declares 
that all the oblations snd sacrifices of the Mo« 
saic dispensation, were meant to point out to us 
our redemption through ''the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world.'* Hence 
Christ is called most beautifully, ''the High 
Priest of our profession ;" and the blood of the 
Jewish sacrifices was a figure of the atonement 
of his blood, shed for a ruined world once for 
all, and available for evermore. This is the 
glorious doctrine of both Old and New Testa- 
ment; and the only difference between them 

> Act! vt, 12. 
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is, that one teaches it by figures and types, 
while the other explains them, and so brings 
them home, that '* Christ is evidently set forth 
crucified amongst us/' The honour of being the 
Saviour of men hath Jesus gloriously achieved 
for himself, and declares, ** my glory will I not 
give to another.** In the day of our salvation 
the ''Lord alone shall be exalted." There is 
therefore no greater sin, than unbelief of the 
testimony God has given to this his mode of 
salvation of a ruined world. 

We have before us in the chapter from which 
the text is taken, an awful instance of rebellion 
against God's truth, and his signal punishment 
of the rebels who presumed to insult the order 
of the priesthood, which was a glorious figure 
of the priestly office of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Its honour was maintained in earlier ages still, 
when Melchisedec met Abraham ; and St. Paul 
gives us to understand, that this was only typi- 
cal of him who was to come in the fulness of 
time, when another priesthood should arise. 
"The Lord," says he, ''sware and will not 
repent^ Thou art a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchisedec."' He well deserves the 
priestly diadem he wears, and this will be the 

* H«b. Tii, 21. 
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eternal song of the redeemed, "unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen."* The 
Jewish priesthood was the standing type of him 
who was the glorious high priest after the order 
of Melchisedec, and who was to come " to put 
away sin," — I love that expression put away^ 
as though it were not to be seen any more — 
" to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." 
How plain the scriptures are, when they say 
this was to be effected "by one offering" — the 
offering of his body once for all, — " by one offer- 
ing he hath perfected for ever" — the church 
is as perfectly forgiven as it can be, through the 
redemption of him that has paid its debt — 
" hath perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified."^ The strength of this expression is 
admirable, and its meaning admits not of the 
slightest doubt. I desire to bring these things 
home to myself, and to feel my need of Christ's 
atonement. O my prayers, I grieve over them \ 
I cannot pray as I ought. O my best oblations, 
how defective! I dare not trust in myself for 

'^ Rev. i, 6. A Heb. ix, 26. ih v,^rrfin AfAa^ioti, 

• Heb. X, 14. 
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any action or thing, during any one moment of 
my life. We are born sinners, and are sinners, 
I cannot love God as I ought to love him. O 
that I could love him a thousand times more 
than I do. I cannot keep my mind in that 
holy state, in which it should at all times be, 
though I lament the plague of inward corrup- 
tions, and grieve that they are the enemies still 
lurking within. 

I have heard of those who have thought 
themselves good all their lives long, till they 
came to their dying moments, and then saw 
themselves to be sinners needing a Saviour. 
God be praised for an upright conscience, but 
if I have no other refuge, I must die in uncer- 
tainty after all; for "though I would do good'' 
yet^ O the defects of my conduct ! how short 
do I fall of living to God's glory, and what need 
have I to say perpetually '^God be merciful to 
me a sinner." And the Holy Spirit will pro- 
vide that this shall be always the sensation of 
believing hearts ; for when he convinces us of 
sin, he not only opens to us the enormity of 
living, " without God in the world," but even 
manifests to us the sins of our holy things. Do 
we not experience in the wanderings and wa- 
verings of our minds what poor oblations ours 
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must be, and yet there are those who conceive 
that then: imperfect and indevout prayers actu- 
aUy merit in themselves reward at the hands of 
God! But, O my God, my best how little, and 
shall I be proud of that in which I am so com- 
pletely defective ! 

But to proceed with our subject. The Lord 
had appointed one family in which the priest- 
hood was to rest, and had ordained that there 
should be a high priest, of which order Aaron 
was the first; and the succession went on after 
him, but never more than one at a time, though 
there was no cessation of the ofiice. As we 
say of our king that he never dies, because the 
heir to the throne fills his place the instant the 
vital spark has fied, so the high priesthood was 
an ofiice never vacant, that it might typify the 
everlasting priesthood of Christ ; a priesthood 
that will be the final glory of God's elect, when 
they are brought to stand before him. But 
the work of the Jewish priests was exceedingly 
difficult, and therefore the remainder of the tribe 
of Levi wasxhosen to administer to them in sa- 
cred things. Now Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
wanted to usurp the priesthood, because they 
were of the tribe of Levi ; and we have an ac- 
count of God's wrath against them. We are 
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told in sdripture — let sinners tremble ! — that the 
prayers of the wicked are an abomination to 
the Lord; and these wicked men offered an 
oblation for which God most awfully punished 
them^ by commanding the earth to swallow 
them up. We may learn from this, the folly of 
presuming to think lightly of the priesthood of 
Christ. Now, blessed be God, the shadows 
have departed and no more offerings are need- 
ed, because the body of Christ having been 
offered up on the cross, he has rent the vail of 
the tempie, completely opened it from the top 
throughout, and has given us to find the way 
into the Holy of holies, through the blood which 
he shed for our redemption. 

How amazing is the hardness of the human 
heart ! The hardest stone in the world is the 
stoAy heart of man ; break it hito a thousand 
pieces, and it will combine again. Here was an 
awful judgment before the people, sufficient to 
alarm them, and they were alarmed, but only for 
a time. Did ever any man harden himself against 
God, and prosper? Yet it will be attempted a 
thousand times over. I charge it upon many, that 
they harden themselves against God ! Though 
we see the judgments of God entering first into 
one family, and then another, yet how little 
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sensible do we feel of them, and how do they 
fail to direct the sinner to seek mercy in Christ! 
Oftentimes when men are upon the bed of 
sickness^ death stares them in the face, and 
drawing its merciless sword, points it to the very 
heart. Then mercy commands it to be with- 
held, and it is sheathed for a time, but hereafter 
it will be drawn again to destroy. Though the 
certainty of this is universal, yet how extensively 
is preparation for that hour neglected ! 

It becomes us all to ''make our calling and 
election sure," to ''work out our salvation with 
fear and trembling ;" and I pray God to teach 
us our insufficiency, '' and to work in us to will 
and to do of his good pleasure," without which 
we shall never attend to our religious concerns 
with any degree of practical earnestness. 

But next, what did these rebels impudently say 
to Moses and Aaron? "Ye have killed the peo^ 
pie of the Lord f They were angry at God*s 
judgments ! At one time sinners insult his mercy^ 
and at another are offended at his wrath ! No 
wonder divine vengeance again drew its flaming 
sword, and by an awful plague cut down its thou- 
sands of rebels one ^fter another^ But God was 
determined to honour his own priesthood, and he 
gave the command to Aaron to put on incense* 
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The plague was begun, vengeance was gone 
forth, but be put on incense, and '^ stood be- 
tween the living and the dead, and the plague 
was stayed." 

What a fine representation is this of the 
mediation of Christ the High Priest of our pro- 
fession, who stands before his Father^s throne 
continually interceding for us ! There he will 
for ever stand, whilst there are sinners to be 
saved in this wretched world, that he may stay 
the blow of divine vengeance which is ready to 
fall upon their guilty heads. 

We learn from the history before us, that the 
plague of sin is very disgusting in the sight of 
God. The evil of our being sinners is abo 
much aggravated by our being contented in sin. 
Sin prevails with the corruptions of our hearts, 
and has most power when we neglect them 
most. How wonderfully then does the Lord 
magnify his grace in the great atonement! But 
in order that we may enjoy the benefit thereof, 
his living Spirit must draw us to the Father, 
enable us to say '' that Jesus is the Lord,*' and 
make us feel as believers should feel. To thb 
end, we must be convinced, of our fiillen state, 
so that repentance unto life, being a grace cie- 
ated in us by the Holy Ghost, we may find sin 
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to be our perpetual griefy and be kept in con* 
stant agony to be delivered from its disease. 

There is no greater mistake upon the face of 
the earthy than the idea that true faith in Christ 
can make us wanton in sin, when the grand de- 
sign of believing in him is to be saved from it. 
Allow me to quote that fine passage, ^'ye 
are not your own;" whose are ye then? — "ye 
are bought with a price "^ — ^ye belong to the 
Lord, and he has a right to your obedience. 
The right of redemption is infinitely stronger than 
that of creation and preservation. As a created 
being, it is my duty to bless God, as a preserved 
creature, I must also bless him, but no language 
can describe the obligations I owe for redemp* 
tion. The beautiful words of St. Paul must 
warm every believer's heart who duly regards 
them, '' I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God'* — I like that expression 
because it carries me out of myself — " I beseech 
you by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service."^ 
By this I see that it is my duty to serve him 
with every power I have. I desire not the 
power of living, but as I can live to God. I 

^ 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20. • Rom. xii, 1. 
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want not to have my ^'old man** adked what he 
would have, or my corruptions what they would 
/fain enjoy, but I rather say, ''take these vile 
abominations away, for I am^ 'bought with a 
price,' and my all belongs to my God." But 
some shew their ignorance and depravity by 
objecting, " if this be the case, there is an end 
to all ray pleasure." What do you mean by 
pleasure? There is one passage of scripture 
which satisfies me as to its real source — "in 
thy presence is fulness of joy, and at thy right- 
hand there are pleasures for evermore."^ Be- 
loved, you are quite strangers to holiness, if you 
do not know that it is a pleasure itself. There 
is no commanding a man to be practically holy 
against his will, for if he does not delight in 
holiness, he will not be a holy man. 

Now, my dear brethren, I speak as in the 
presence of God, under a solemn expectation 
that his Holy Spirit will bless what I say, — 
regeneration is the glorious change which takes 
away the love of sin, and makes us feel a true 
detestation of it. Religion consists not in de- 
nominations, but in divine realities; and the 
children of God are "one in Christ Jesus," ^ 
because they have the same state of feeling 

9 Ps. xvi, 11. 1 Gal. ui, 28 
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belonging to them alL The Holy Spirit has 
many living temples, and they all desire to be 
consecrated to Him who has *' redeemed us from 
all iniquity, and purified unto himself a pecu* 
liar people zealous of good works," True zeal 
for good works naturally arises from a desire 
wrought within, that we may be entirely given 
up to God*s glory. A really good man never 
feels it a hardship to be doing good; a lov- 
ing wife does not find it difficult to love her 
husband, nor a loving husband to love his 
wife; nor do children think it a burden to love 
their parents, or parents to love their children. 
These are some of the various social duties we 
owe to each other, but we have higher duties 
stilly which we owe to our God ; and blessed ' 
be his name, what a heaven opens before us 
here! The delightful spirit of obedience in 
my heart triumphs over all my passions and 
evil inclinations, and fills me with a longing 
to promote bis glory. A wise man once well 
observed, that love must bear some proportion 
to its object. I cannot love an oyster; there 
is no intelligence in it; but the little bird that 
seems to have something like mind, and is so 
beautifully and curiously formed, and so geptle 
when tamed, seems to win me into some sort of 
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affection for it. It is natural to lore all crea- 
tures that appear to love us, but our regard 
never can go beyond the extent of intelligence 
they exhibit. When we come therefore to our 
fellow creatures, they attract our love strongly, 
%nd become the subjects of a higher tone of 
esteem; but O when we approach our God, 
especially our God reconciled in Christ, we love 
him in such a high degree, that we are ourselves 
filled with holy surprise at the depth and extent 
of our emotions. We feel. that he has brought 
home to us his own love, and that he " so loved 
the world, that whosoever belie veth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.'* 
O what blessedness have we then in him, by 
whose mediation the plague of sin is stayed; 
in the person and salvation of our dear Re- 
deemer ! What exceeding glory belongs to him, 
what infinite riches of grace are revealed to 
our souls, in those truths which religion instils 
into the heart ! 

The whole christian religion consists but in 
one thing, that is coming to Christ, and living 
on Him who is said to be our ^'all in all.'* Let 
us give him our hearts. May God give us the 
grace, and it is done. Duty all comes from 
grace. The great thing is to feel Christ in the 
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hearty to have our affections set upon him, and 
to delight in his ways through the influence of 
his Holy Spirit bringing us into conformity to 
Ihem, and we shall surely live to his glory and 
obey him. You need not teach the bird how 
to fly, or the fish to swim ; each has its own 
element, and delights to move therein. The 
element of a Christian is holiness ; the people of 
God dwell therein, and it is as an atmosphere 
which gloriously surrounds them. On the 
mount, Christ was enveloped with splendour 
and brightness, and his glory became finely 
visible to those near him for a time; but now, 
when we look to him and see him with an eye 
of faith, seated on his imperial throne, the light 
which beams from his divine person is the light 
of holiness, and its rays charm the eyes of his 
people, while they are led by them all the days 
of their lives. 

Our happiness entirely results from our be- 
ing in a holy frame of mind. If the spirit of 
universal holiness did but enter your hearts 
and your houses, then you might inquire where 
is man's misery? Then, though we live in a 
chequered scene through sin, yet in this happy 
condition we could, like St. Paul, be " as sor- 
rowfiil yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making 
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many rich ; as having nothing, and yet possessing 
all things."^ I do not say that every tear shall 
be wiped away from the eyes of God's children, 
while they are passing through this vale of 
tears ; but there is a blessing to be given them 
in the midst of all their sorrows, and they will 
find that 'Hheir light afflictions which endure 
but for a moment, are working out for them a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 
Look then, dear hearers, to this glorious ^'Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sins of the world ;" 
and whilst the forgiveness of sins comforts your 
hearts, you will still mourn over them in your 
thoughts. You will grieve as Mary Magdalene 
did, who " loved much because much was for- 
given her.'^ Hereafter, we shall come to those 
bright days when we shall sin no more^ and 
sorrow will everlastingly die away. I cannot 
win your souls to Christ or I would ; but I pray 
to God to send down that power from above, 
whereby you may discover your plague and 
deformities, and fly away to his arms that you 
may live for ever with him in glory. May bis 
blessing be upon what you have heard^ for his 
name's sake. Amen. 

2 2 Cor. VI, 10. 
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NO RELIGION WITHOUT HUMILITY. 



IsA. ii, 10, 11. 

" Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of his majesty. The lofty looks of man 
shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed 
down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day." 

There is no sin more injurious to the heart of 
man than that of pride. It is the accursed, dan- 
gerous evil which completely drives us from God, 
hardens the mind, and leads to awful unbelief. 
Hence the loftiness of man must be lowered ; 
his pride must be bowed down ; and the Lord 
alone exalted in the glorious day of his power. 
Our text first commands the sinner to ** enter 
into the rock," and then to "hide himself in 
the dust." He must fly to Christ the " Rock 
of Ages," for there is wrath gone out against 
all those who are not sheltered in him. The 
words of inspiration tell us most decidedly that 
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''there is no other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we can be saved/' but that 
dear name of Jesus ; and without salvation in 
him we are living in a condemned state. What 
are we to do then ? We must enter into the 
rocky even Christ ; and as every blessing of the 
gospel comes to us in the way of humiliationi 
we must hide ourselves in the dust, and fall low 
before him that we may be exalted in due time. 
Our Lord himself declared that when the Spirit 
of Truth came, he should '' convince the world 
of sin ;" and thus alone can we be saved from 
the awful danger of the love of sin. What a 
remarkable passage is that, which speaks of the 
sinner's being ashamed and confounded when 
God is pacified towards him !^ Well may it be 
so ; for if a sinner who has lost all that is glo- 
rious is forgiven, he has reason to blush with 
shame before his pardoning God. 

Nothing is more contrary to the proper con* 
dition of man, than the pride which made him 
the apostate sinner he is. Satan knew his weak 
point, when he held out the temptation '^ye 
shall be as gods; ye shall be independent of 
God." The lie was believed, and the creature 
aimed at independence of his Maker ; he dared 

^ Ezek. zvi, 63. 
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to try to do without his God, which is the cha- 
racteristic of all those who live ** without Grod 
in the world ;'* and until we are brought back 
to a state of holy dependence upon him, the 
pride of independence will continue to be our 
curse and ruin. It is to this needful state of 
humiliation that we are brought, by the religion 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. When Job was sa- 
tisfied with himself, though I believe he was a 
good man, he thought none so righteous as he 
was, and talked about holding fast his integrity ; 
but when truly taught his real condition, how 
wonderfully did his language change ! He could 
then exclaim, ^^ behold I am vile;^ I lament 
the pride that dwells within, I am a sinner be- 
fore God." He regarded his own heart, and 
pronounced himself " vile," though not con- 
scious of outward immorality; and that man 
knows little of his nature, who fancies he has 
nothing but outward sins to confess before God. 
But the christian mourns over his inward, spiri- 
tual corruptions, and laments the evils abound- 
ing in his heart, infinitely more than external 
defects in duty between man and man. No 
doctrine of the bible is more certamly true, than 
that no person can efiectually come to Christ 

8 Job xl» 4. 
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for his grace, who^ is not made coi&pletely a 
humble penitent before him. The doctrine to 
be preached to all nations was '^repentance and 
remission of sins ;"' and to produce this contrite 
state in men, the promise of the Holy Ghost 
was graciously given. He alone can teach us 
the truth of what Job said of human vileness, 
and lead us to ''abhor ourselves, and repent in 
dust and ashes." Every man, truly convinced 
of sin, finds corruption working in his soul, the 
sense of which lays him in the dust before God ; 
and if asked the reason, he would say, " I see 
myself undone, but as grace and mercy divinely 
save me." 

What did John the Baptist preach? He 
preached repentance — the practical duty of re- 
pentance. Repentance means a change of mind. 
If I am a true penitent, I have not the same 
mind in me I once had, when my fleshly appe- 
tites prevailed ; my mind is under the influence 
of the mind of God which dwells within me, 
and this makes me wrestle for the destruction 
of the evil of sin. I grieve over not only what 
is hateful in the sight of man, but what is 
odious to my God. This leaves no room for 
pride, for what is there that I have not received, 

' Luke xxiv, 47. 
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and what' is tbere I have not morally abused ? 
When I consider that I am the recipient of all 
good from the Lord, that all his gifts are exceU 
lent and glorious, and remember how these gifts 
have been returned to him, I feel that I must 
cover my face with holy shame before him, and 
fall low in self-abasement and self-abhorrence, 
and there perpetually lie. 

If we are truly blessed with the mind of 
Christ, we shall find nothing more disgusting, 
to us than the sin of pride. No one speaks 
more truly, than he who humbly says " by the 
grace of God I am what I am." The benefit 
arising from this state of mind, is that the sinner 
comes cts a sinner to the throne of grace. I 
love the words, they suit the feelings of a hum- 
ble mind, ^' let us come boldly to a throne of 
grace that we may obtain mercy and grace to 
help in time of need ;"^ that is with full, though 
humble, confidence in God's mercy, for it is a 
throne of mercy, of mercy freely given, and 
every moment of our lives we need that mercy. 
Both our Lord and his disciples preached the 
necessity of humble repentance before God. 
Christ said, ''blessed are the poor in spirit;" 
"blessed are the meek;" "blessed are they 

* Heb. ir, 16. 
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that mourn;*' blessed, in short,, are all those 
who feel themselves to be nothing but poor 
dependants upon God. We are told of one in 
past times who was asked which was the first 
spiritual grace, and he replied ''Humility;** 
when the inquirer desired to know which was the 
second, he said '' Humility,** and upon his re- 
questing to know which was the third, he again 
answered '' Humility/' Truly indeed it is so ; 
and if we possess it not, into the kingdom of 
heaven we can never enter. I glory in it, that 
the scriptures tell me I must be reduced to a 
state of perfect nothingness as it relate3 to my- 
self, that my God and Saviour may be my All 
in All. 

Such are the sentiments of every true Chris- 
tian; but we will endeavour to trace them a 
little more distinctly to their source. The Lord 
has given me a law which is perfect and good, 
and demands my perfect obedience. But O my 
duties ! O my obedience ! These &11 far short 
of the obligations which are due. What then 
can I do ? I must come to that dear Saviour of 
mine who has stood in my law place, who has 
paid all my debts, and borne all my punishment, 
and I must place my soul in his hands. Though 
I have nothing to pay, he can freely forgive. 
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and though I have nothing of my own^ I can 
come to him who has every thing for me^ and 
" out of his fulness receive grace for grace/'* 
How defective are we in the most essential 
points^ wherein we ought to serve the Lord. 
For myselfy I cannot say that I do not strive, 
yet I feel like a bird who would mount higher, 
but his wings refuse to bear him up. I com- 
pare myself to the little lark that rises with 
the morning sun, and sings his lovely song aloft 
in the sky, but soon falls down to earth with an 
appearance of dissatisfaction that he can soar 
no higher. So, brethren, it is with our devo- 
tions and our obedience ; though we desire to 
praise God for them, yet we see so many defects 
belonging to them, that after all our efforts, we 
feel disappointment at their nothingness. It is 
right that we should repent; but how far do we 
come short of that love which is due to God, 
and of the sorrow we ought to feel while siA is 
such an accursed evil, hateful to the purity of 
the divine existence, and contrary to his most 
holy law, under whose tremendous curse we are 
brought by our transgressions. 

It is a wise thing for us to observe the defects 
of our righteousness. We cannot be too thank- 

3 John i, 16. 
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ful for that regenerating grace, whereby we are 
in mercy made to arise from the fallen state of 
mind in which we once lived ; but still how little 
do we grow in grace as we ought before Grod. 
We can never preach enough to you respecting 
your emptiness, nor of the fulness of Christ Je- 
sus to supply your innumerable wants. There 
is nothing which needs to be brought lower in 
our hearts, than seIf-<;onfidence« No one can 
deny that every child of God has a delightful 
free-will to love the Saviour, but his wiQ goes 
far beyond his powers of obedience. Many 8 
time I would do good, but I cannot. 

Though I grant that there is a glorious power 
created in believers by the grace ot God, en- 
abling them '*to will and to do of his good 
pleasure," yet I would not on any account rest 
contented with present attainments. St. Paul 
says, "forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press towards the mark, for the price 
of my high calling of God in Christ Jesus.**' 
Like a lame man that would run a race if be 
could ; like a weak man who would conquer a 
strong man if he could ; like a poor man who 
would be rich if he could, so alas, while the will 

• Phil, iii, 13, 14. 
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is present with me» how to perform I often 
koow not. What ihen are we to do in the 
midBt of our imperfections? Why, we can 
oidy bless God that it is so sweetly said, in 
Christ " all fulness" dwells as a treaisure inex- 
haustible, I thought this morning, when I first 
saw the rays of the sun shining with such 
brightness, and bringing forward the lovely 
season of spring, how many thousand years it 
has shone without the least exhaustion of its 
beams. It does not now shine less brightly 
than it always did* We see its light, but were 
there infinitely mote eyes than there are, it 
would shine as effectually to them as it does 
to us. Thus it is with Christ; light resplen- 
dent dwells in him : not only does he give us 
glorious grace to-day, but every day, that in 
the midst of our poverty we may experience 
his unsearchable riches. What I chiefly need 
while in the valley of humiliation, is to feel that 
there is an echo in my heart to the promise of 
the fulness which is in Christ who " fiUeth all 
in all." I desire never to think of making my- 
self holy. As I cannot do any thing naturally 
of myself, for it is all done by him who has put 
me into this state of existence, so neither can I 
do any thing of myself spiritually ; but I must 

M 2 
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live to God and in God, that his work upon 
my soul may be duly accomplished. What an 
expression of scripture is this, " I live, yet not 
I !" Come ye that fear the Lord, I trust you 
understand this beautiful way of living — " I live, 
yet not I,'^ but Christ liveth in me." O for a 
"life hid with Christ in God," that he may 
supply all our wants, and then we shall be en- 
abled to live to his glory, and to give him all 
the praise. To come to the point — I do not 
desire to perform one single act of duty, without 
going to the God of grace that I may have grace 
sweetly to do the same; and this communica- 
ted to my heart, is entirely the gift of God, to 
whom be all the glory, while I have all the com- 
fort. You delight to see your dear children 
happy, and it rejoices you to feed them, and to 
spread the table that they may all eat and drink 
according to their several appetites. So our 
heavenly Father provides us with a spiritual 
feast of fat things perpetually set before us, 
while he gives the appetite to enjoy it, with a 
blessing on the "sincere milk of the word," 
that we may "profit and grow thereby." AH 
comes from God to us ; and we may even fur- 
ther say of the angels above, that there is not 

7 Gal. ii, 20. 
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one bright crown they wear which they ascribe 
not to him^ while they own that their exaltation 
is of God^ that their preservation is of God, 
and that all their honours are of God, to whom 
they do eternal homage &r the same. 

But^ beloved, as we are very sinful creatures, 
we ought to be very humble and self-abased. 
As we have lost every thing by the fall, we have 
nothing wherein to glory. We are stripped of all 
that was to our honour, and if any portion of it is 
restored to us, to God alone is the thanksgiving 
to be ascribed. Pardon and acceptance come 
from him through the Saviour, and were we to 
think of obtaining forgiveness by deserving it, 
we should never be able to look up with any 
degree of comfort and joy ; but the satisfaction 
made to divine justice, by the dear atoning 
Lamb who has '^magnified the law and made 
it honourable," this is our hope. So we may 
say of sanctification and every other christian 
blessing; they all come through the Saviour. 
We are the creatures of God the Father, re- 
deemed, pardoned, and justified through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, and blessed 
with a perpetual ground of acceptance through 
the righteousness of Christ, which gives us 
'^ freedom and access with confidence," under 
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the influence of that grace which leads us to 
glory. But we are also ren(Bwed and chained; 
and having our willing souls pot' into the band 
of God and created afresh, we bless him who 
performs the work — and O what a noble work 
it is ! The grace of holiness is wonderful and 
excellent; it is honourable and blessed, for 
through it nothing less than the mind of God 
is communicated to the soul. It is ako the gift 
of the Holy Ghost who makes us willing to be 
holy, and supplies the power to be holy, per- 
forming the work of grace upon our hearts, 
till in time he has secured us the felicity of 
heaven when time shall be no more. Thus we 
bring down the pride of man, and bid him turn 
to Christ as the Saviour of his soul, and give 
him all the honour. 

Now, one would suppose that all this good- 
ness of God would make men better, and more 
humble and lowly, leading them to the amend- 
ment of their evil frames and tempers. But 
whence do these arise ? From their vile lusts 
and passions. But those who have been taught 
in the school of Christ, who was " meek and 
lowly of. heart,*' and who said " learn of me, 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls,'' should 
exercise humility. My bible telb me, that " a 
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meek and quiet spirit in the sight of God is of 
great price. "° I only want to have the mind of 
Gbrist in me^ and then I have a foretaste of bea- 
ten upon earth in this my earthly state. How 
can you bear yourselves when you lay not aside 
your evil tempers^ and your haughty conduct 
and behaviour towards others ? Did the power 
of the gospel of Christ create within us the 
spirit of meekness in the highest degree, how 
different should we be in all our actions towards 
^ur fellow men? . We should not suffer our 
einl £telings to rankle in our minds, but should 
cut them down and bury the^i in their grave. 
O tiy to glorify a loving Father; try to glorify 
dvist asja loving Redeemer. Endeavour to 
glorify <jkid under the influence of his Holy 
Spirit; and when his grace abounds in the 
heart, you will be taught to delight in what 
die Lord delights to give — his blessed image 
up^n the soul. Christians actuated by such 
principlesi are the loveliest characters in the 
world« They feel humbly indebted to the 
grace so freely given, ^^ without money and 
without price," while they are enabled to obey 
tbe high command ** arise, shine, for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 

• 1 Pet. ill, 4. 
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thee." This makes them ta be as shining stars 
of the most sparkling beams. We haye now an 
evening star shining very brightly^ but it appears 
to shine lower than the rest. Thus they will 
shine brightest, who are the lowliest. I repeat, 
and wish I could impress upon you these words, 
^^ arise, shine, for your light is come." The star 
I have just mentioned, which shines so pleasant- 
ly each evening upon us has no light of its own; 
all its brightness is from the sun. So may we 
shine in the effulgence of the gospel, by light 
given us from on high. May we be led also by 
the illumination of heavenly wisdom, humbly ac- 
knowledging from whom we receive it. I drop 
these thoughts among you in the midst of weak- 
ness, but it i^ould revive my heart to hear any 
one of you say, ** O Sir, I do not care for any 
thing but to glorify God." It will delight my 
old age to see you honourable and good in your 
daily walk and conversation, living consistently 
in all your conduct. The true christian should 
desire to shine, not in his dying words, but in his 
living example. The living witnesses for Christ 
are the good witnesses for Christ. 

But again, how many are there who never 
bend their knees in prayer, who are never 
humbled under a sense of their transgressions. 
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but follow their sins with dreadful eagerness, 
giving evidence that their *' damnation slumber- 
eth not." O fly from the wrath to come. Sin« 
ner I tell you/ the word of God tells you, the 
awful consequence of dying in your sins. But 
if you are believers in Jesus, whatever your 
order, whatever your name, you will be safely 
kept by the Spirit of Christ; and if his grace is 
found in you, you will not live contrary thereto. 
No man will make his peace with God, but 
as genuine repentance gives him to feel the 
necessity of flying to the Saviour's arms. May 
the Lord give you that excellent grace, and 
may you come to him who has not suffered his 
wrath to fall on you as you deserved. May 
you seek for redemption through the blood of 
the Lamb, even forgiveness of sins according 
to the riches of his grace. The invitation is 
to all ; " whosoever willeth, let him come," and 
'* whosoever cometh, he will in no wise cast 
out." May these plain things be made profit- 
able to your hearts, for Christ's sake. Amen. 
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PRAYER. 

GsN« xxxii, 26. 

'* I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." 

Infinite idsdom made us^ and infinite wisdom, 
combined with infinite power and majesty, sur- 
rounds us; and though God is not perfectly 
known to us, yet still as far as he has revealed 
himself to us, he designs that we may live in 
holy surprise at His glorious being from whom 
we live, and move, and have our being. I desire 
ever to recognize the presence of my God, and 
to have the horrid spirit of practical atheism 
driven out of my mind, so that " I may set the 
Lord always before me," remembering that infi* 
nity can never be confined, but that wherever 
I am, there Deity exists. Nothing tends more 
to harden the heart than a spirit of practical 
infidelity, and nothing has a greater effect in 
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solemnizing the mind than keeping God's pre- 
sence perpetually in view, and belie?ing him to 
be always nigh. Thanks to my Saviour's name, 
his promises are sweetly fulfilled. He gives me 
to understand that if he had not been '* God 
over all blessed for evermore/' he never could 
have saidy ^' where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst/' 
nor uttered the glorious words^ <Mo! I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world." 

With what dignity do we exist ! We have a 
holy capacity of dealing with God, whilst God 
deals with us. Faith views him as he is, and 
prayer brings him down into the heart. If 
things are not made to appear desirable, we can- 
not desire themi; we cannot long for the stones in 
the street instead of food, nor can we ever desire 
food aright, if we have not a healthy constitution. 
In like manner, neither can we crave the things 
that are of God, without that holy appetite which 
is of his creating. O that we could all of us 
say, '^ Thou, O Lord, art the thing that I long 
for; whom have I in heaven but thee, and there 
is none upon earth that I desire in comparison 
of thee." What an honourable situation a child 
of God is brought into, who can thus lift up his 
heart before him. What glorious things are be- 
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fore us, and what a privilege it is to have a mind 
which appreciates them — a spirit of immortality, 
a spirit which, in some measure, attains to the 
comprehension of things incomprehensible ! Yet 
our contemplations fall far below the mighty 
subjects on which they are fixed. For instance, 
we think of God's omnipotence, we belieTe it, 
but how confined are our ideas pf that divine 
attribute in comparison of what it really is. 
His omniscience ! We look around us, and a 
few limited objects strike our minds at the same 
time; but what is thb in comparison of his 
wondrous perception, who has all knowledge of 
things that are, and ever were, or ever will be ! 
How glorious is our God ; and yet, weak as I 
am, he is not too glorious for me. The atmo- 
sphere is not too extensive for the little bird that 
is ever flying in the heavens, nor does he find 
the element he wafts himself through too wide- 
ly spread for his enjoyment. O let me have an 
enjoyment of the fulness of my God. His om- 
nipotence, his omniscience, his omnipresence 
his infinite holiness, are all mine in Christ; and 
blessed shall I be if I possess a spiritual mind« 
endued with power, though in a finite degree, 
to '^ apprehend that for which also I am appre- 
hended of him." 
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But I proceed to the subject of Jacob's pray- 
er. Who was this person with whom Jacob 
wrestled^ and to whom he boldly said, '^ I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless me?*' It is 
most evidently apparent here, and it is the 
opinion of the best divines, that it was the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I believe that he frequently thus 
appeared under the Old Testament dispensa* 
tion» and that before the birth of Sampson, the 
angel that spoke with Manoah was the Angel of 
the Covenant. He said, ^' we shall surely die, 
because we have seen Gorf;" but his wife re- 
plied, **i{ike Lord were pleased to kill us, he 
would not have received a burnt offering at our 
hands."* 

The Lord said to Jacob, " thou shalt no more 
be called Jacob, but Israel is thy name, for as 
a prince hadst thou power with God and with 
men and hast prevailed ;" and when Jacob ask- 
ed his name, he said, " wherefore is it that thou 
askest my name ?" He also blessed him there, 
and Jacob called the name of the^'place Peniel,^ 
for he said, " I have seen God face to face, and 
my life is preserved." In many other ways did 
God our Saviour manifest himself of old ; but to 
go through these would take us beyond our limits, 

» Judges xiii. * i. e. The Face of God. 
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and from the subject which I more particolarly 
wish to bring before you, wliieh is the excellent 
grace of prayer. 

Let us recollect how wonderfully our blessed 
Saviour, who himself wanted nothing, condes- 
cended to spend whole nights in prayer for man, 
and that he now ever liveth to make intercession 
for us. Let us lift up our minds to this dear 
intercessor now in glory, and trust that be is 
pleading for us, while we are pleading for oar- 
selves. But with respect to prayerv I observe, 

1. It never can be felt by us, till the Lord is 
pleased to give us the preventing grace of his 
Holy Spirit. You may read prayers — and I do 
not blame those who read prayers, for our 
thoughts cannot always be collected — but whilst 
you read, you must be taught of God to pray 
the things you read. Instances of the necessity 
of this we have in those expressions of the 
Lord's prayer, *^ thy kingdom come," — we ask 
much there, — "thy will be done," — there we 
ask even more; and in that form which almost 
every protestant church uses, "the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 
all evermore." Of this sentence I know scarce- 
ly which to admire most, its brevity or its fiilness. 
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How much IS there in it to the glory of the 
persons of the Trinity. What rouchsafements 
of the grace of the one, the love of the other, 
and the communications of the third. But all 
holy desires fop these must be wrought in us by 
the Holy Ghost; and of the necessity of this in- 
spiration we are reminded by the words of St. 
Paul, "praying always with all prayer and sup- 
plication in the Spirit."^ The term supplication 
here may appear something like a reiteration 
of that of prayer, but it is similar in 'spirit to 
Jacob's words, "I will not let thee go, I will hold 
thee fast, I willnot let thee go." The believer 
who agonizes with Ood by living faith, will never 
take no for an answer; he will say though I 
deserve it not^ and dare not demand it, still I 
beseech a reply in thy most holy name." I do 
not tell you that even a believer has a right to 
claim Christ as his portion, but I do say that the 
faith of every believer will bring Christ down 
into his heart, and sure I am that every one's 
faith is wrong which is not grounded in Christ. 
2* If I know what prayer is, I am convinced 
that I can never exercise it aright but with 
poverty of Spirit. Our Lord says, " blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 

» Eph. vi, 18. 
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of heaven." If I am in a state of genuine po- 
verty of spirit, I shall find the riches of heaven 
comng down unto my soul, and shall be greatly 
blessed thereby. 

3. Again, if we are convinced of sin by the 
Holy Spirit, he himself will be our teacher. 
Then the language of our prayers, will be the 
language of the truth which the Lord is pleased 
to reveal to our minds. All the desires of the 
children of God are holy desires; they are 
born again, and their new nature '' hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness." The Spirit too 
maketh intercession m them ; ''the Spirit help- 
eth their infirmities," and teaches them what to 
pray for as they ought. We are made to feel 
our wants, and feeling them we go to God for 
the supply of them; and he does supply them 
in fulfilment of the promise that he will ''supply 
all our needs according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus."^ I know where to find the 
best prayer book. I am not opposed to prayer 
books, but the best prayer book is now beibre 
me — the bible. Let me have^ a spiritual mind 
to read this spiritual volume, and whilst I read 
it, it will hint to me a thousand prayers. Only 
let me find my will according to the divine will, 

< Phil. iT, 19. 
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and I shall then deaire, and certainly Teceire, 
what God has promised in his word. 

4. It is a good sign of a praying soul, that it 
is very anxious for a sense of the presence and 
favour of God. All the honours from the 
highest men in the world that could be bestow- 
ed on me, are nothing to one smile from the 
Grod of heaven, '^in whose presence is fulness 
of joy, and at whose right-hand are pleasures 
for evermore." 

5. Another proof of a good praying frame, is 
a longing for. pardon. When do I feel my soul 
in. a good frame? When I desire to be pardon- 
ed ;. when I long to be ''accepted in the beloved.** 
If I. attend church and make the confession of 
my sins, and afterwards hear the minister pro- 
nounce the absolution, I go to God with, words 
of prayer; and if I truly desire that I may 
experience by the '^ witness of his Spirit," that 
there, is forgiveness for. me through the richer 
of his, grace, and that ''the blood of Christ his 
Son cleansetb from all sin," then I pray aright 
and shall have the blessing. Every person who 
feels his need of Christ, will seek earnestly for 
the pardoning, influence of his precious blood. 

.6. We nvust pray also for purification. Christ 
healed the lepers. The poor leprous mi^n of 

N 
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old when be came: to Jesus, came trembling, 
with just faith enough to bring him to die point; 
but tbe Lord regarded that little faith — '* thy 
faith/' said the loving SaTiourv ''hath saved 
thee." The first thing however that he said 
was ''be thou clean." Thus he not onljr con- 
vinces us of his forgiving lovie, but provides for 
us an all powerful, divine, and quickening grace 
to renew the spirit of our minds. 

7. But there is another thing which I had 
almost said makes nine-tenths of a believer's 
prayer — a deep sense of our necessities. The 
christian cries, "Lord, this sin is likely to at- 
tack me; Lord, it is my perpetual grief that 
I cannot love thee as I should; Lord, give* me 
more of that love whidi is frotn the God of 
love ; I cannot hate sin as I would ; Lord, give 
me more hatred of it," These are the good 
feelings of true christians, who ape brought to 
pray for hungerings and thirstmgs after' right- 
eousness, and a conformity to tbe holy mand and 
will of God. 

I have sometimes, my brethren, compa»ed 
grayer to the motions of those pretty oreatures, 
the birds. From their eariiei^t' existence they 
have a propensity to use their wings, and when 
fledged, their power of flight seems to make 
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them happy. Away they fly delighting in the 
feathered plumage of their wings, which they 
ccmstantly keep in order,, that they may rise 
inta the air at the first approach of danger. 
But they cannot be ever on the wing, yet tb^ 
have always a propensity and aptitude to betake 
themselves to flight. So the grace of prayer 
cannot always be in exercise* but it is ever 
prepared to rise above the world in the moment 
of deed, and a holy aptitude is created in us for 
the tises of devotion. It is certainly our duty 
to pray with reverence and serious meditation ; 
but God is too glorious to need a display of fine 
language^ while he is too good to demand more 
than the simplest believer has to ofier in prayer. 
The trUe child of God feels a perpetual readi- 
ness to priiy. ThoJse passages, ''pray without 
ceasing," and '*be iastant in prayer," teach ua 
the duty of being always in a praying frame ctf 
mind^ filled with a spirit of prayer arising from 
a holy acquaintance with our necessities, and 
causing us to seek after help from God, through 
a senve of the extreme inability we feel in our- 
selves. In order to holy prayer, therefore, we 
mudt be acquainted with our own wants, and 
the gifts which God bestows ; and then we shall 
enter into the excellent spirit of St. Paul, when 

N 2 
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he said, "I will glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon^me."^ I desire 
to have nothing befbre^hand, but still I would 
take oare not to be behind. I would always 
remember that there is a divine ibhiess for me, 
though I am all emptiness myself* Then there 
will not be an instant in which I shall not feel 
my need, and when I shall not look to see that 
the spirit of prayer is kept alive in my breast, 
that my continul wants may be supplied. A 
praying spirit is one of the sweetest spirits I can 
enjoy on this side the eternal world. 

I have heard many persons engage in the 
exercise of praydr. With* some' I have been 
edified and dehghted, while others have created 
disgust in my mind. I desiro to be in tlie pre- 
sence of sach as pray with true himiility and 
contrition of heart; they will not exhibit pom- 
pous elocution before God. Theirs wiU be the 
reverse of the Pharisee's prayer; it will be the 
publican's humble supplication, which is the 
prayer true penitence ever makes. I love to 
hear men pray under a sense of their infirmities, 
need, and danger. Their devotions benefit the 
hearts of others, while they feel the good of 
them in their own. But I dread those verbose 

» 2 Cor. xii, 9. 
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persons who dace to'diepky oratory on their 
knees, and tbinktGad can be honoured by their 
much speaking* I know I may have freedom, 
and access with tonfidenoe in that grace in 
which I stadid ; I know that I may *'come bold- 
ly to the throne of grace ;" but wherein does 
that boldness consist? It is a boldness arising 
from a sense that Christ has done the glorious 
work, which gives me a ground of approach to 
God. Guilt tells me to keep at a distance, but 
faith commands me to draw near, since my guilt 
is atoned for, while Ioyc urges me to come that I 
may '* find rmeroy an^ grace to help in every 
timetif need." Biit while I come with confix 
idenee a& ralatesl to Christ, may holy diffidence 
of imyself always possess my heart. We must 
never ceftse praying. The readiness to ^' pray 
always/Ms one of the strongest defences a chris^ 
tian can possess. May these things, beloved, 
enter your minds, and if you take my plain les- 
^ns. home> and continue in spiritual prayer, 
looking to God for assistance therein, you will 
reapdie benefit. I pray God make these 
tmths useful to you all for his name's sake. 
Amen. 
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Ps. cxxi, 8. 

'* Tk9 Lord sluUI pi;«tene thj going out, and thy eoipip^ in, 
from this time forth, aod even for evermore/' 

Blessed be God for* perpetual promisebuncler 
every drcuiiwtaitce in life^^^promiM'tD bepvo* 
tected in danger; promises, to be supported in 
adverrity ; -premisen under aH evils/ and prcHhises 
that temptation amd' eorruption sbaH^iiot over^^ 
come us. It is a great mercy, when we « are 
enabled^ through the promises^ to lift tip* out 
souls to a promise-keeping God^ and to pene* 
trate intathe divine reaUfy of those tbii^s which 
are so pleasantly set before us. There is a great 
deal of sonplioity and wisdom in the langosge 
of the Psdms, They are also easily turned 
into prayers for ourselves ; and, indeed, when 
we are thus delightfully led to appropriate the 
sweet passages of the sacred book, it is one of 
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the truest evidences that we are under the 
influence of the Spirit of God. I desire that 
the Lord may, in his infinite mercy, enable you 
to verify those blessed words which have been 
now read to yon. It is pleasant to have the 
sound and echo of God's word in our hearts. 

This passage has been upon my mind these 
two or three days. It has led me to consider 
the necessity of a holy dependence upon God, 
and of giving ourselves up to be led by him. 
In tills determination we must be fixed. Every 
movement of our lives will be of importance, 
if .we^ plaee. ourselves, under divine regulation. 
Let us all look lo God, that he may ''guide us 
by liis comisel" here, and hereafter *^ receive us 
to glory." We are moveable beings, the crea- 
tures of change ; but in all our movements we 
should -offer up this solemn prayer, 'Heach 
me, O Lord, the way in which I should go, for 
I lift up my soul unto thee." I desire that all 
my footsteps should be guided by Him 'Mn 
whom I live^ and move, and have my being.'* 
Wherever I am, I would ask myself, ''am I 
where my God would have me to be?** And 
whatever I am doing, I would inquire, "am I 
doing what God would have me to do ?** 

O that important passage, " I have set the 
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Lord always before me."^ I look to my ways 
and dare not proceed^ but as I see the fiery 
cloudy pillar directing me on my journey. Old 
age creeps upon me fast^ but even its infirmi- 
ties will be profitable, if the. presence of God 
in the midst of them, gives evidence of the truth 
of the blessed promise *' I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee/* Experimental religion is 
always practical religion. When our God acts 
well upon us, we shall be enabled to act well 
for his glory. I do not desire to know these 
things only in theory ; I desire to prove by my 
practice that I am under the guidance of al- 
mighty wisdom. 

How beautiful are the words which precede 
the text ^-^^ the Lord shall preserve thee firom 
all evil ; he shall preserve thy soul." So then 
no evil can occur, but we may look for the 
preservation of God to the full extent of this 
promise. We are " kept by the power of God, 
through faith, unto salvation." Believers are 
among the number of those who are favoured 
with light upon their path, and are led by the 
hand of God to those regions of everlasting 
life, where ^' they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." 

But after the expression I have just alluded 

1 Ps. xvi, 8. 
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to, the words of the text present themselves-^ 
''the Lord shall preserve thy going otit^ and 
thy coming-in from this time forth^ and- even 
for evermore." What a blessed thmg to see 
that God's preserving hand is ov^r n^, and to 
know that in all cases we can each thus appeal 
to him — " Lord, here thy creature is, called by 
thy grace, dedicated to thy glory; through all 
his life it is his only object to do thy will in that 
station in which thy P*rovidence has placed 
him." How admirable was the inquiry of St. 
Paul at his conversion, '' Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do ?" This should bfe our constant 
question under every circumstance. There id 
no period of our lives in which we have not 
something to do, and if we did but see the ex- 
cellency of God's commands, we should tremble 
to take a step unless he ordered it. The Lord 
must determine all for us, and in every thing 
we must seek his praise. In all our daily oecu* 
pations, in our business, we must so conduct 
ourselves, that we may wisely and piously look 
up to God for protection. No man can carry 
, on his worldly occupations well, but as he is in 
a spiritual frame of mind. We are guided into 
all good by Gt)d alone. By nature we are with- 
out it, but it is restored by grace, and we are 
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enabled to feel what id right so working in us, 
that we can work for God. 

To see the need we have of God's keeping, 
we may consider first of all our ignorance of 
whAt is wise. We have lost our wisdom by the 
fall. Man was made with power to conduct 
himself wisely, but having sinned, and having 
had the folly to leave God, God left him, and 
he was deprived of wisdom. He has nothing 
now to guide him, but that which will assuredly 
misguide him. Hence it is impossftle but that 
roan must go the wrong way, unless God by 
his Holy Spirit leads him in the road to ever^ 
lasting life' His ignorance is enough to pro* 
duce his own destruction. I should not admire 
the glorious plan of redemption as I do, if - 1 
did not conceive that my redeemed soul shall 
be ever under the management of my God. 
Beware of that spiritual ignorance which bKnds 
man to himself, and tends only to hai*den bis 
heart. 

Again, the text says 'Uhe Lord shall preserve 
thy going out, and thy coming in.*' I need.not 
only preservation, but that perpetually in my 
going out and coming in. In all my ways, 
going and returning, may the Lord direct me. 
If I go only from one house to another, I would 
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go with this prayer^ V O God be with me in my 
going out and in my coming in." Pray that 
you may never .move bvit under divine direction, 
and .add to yow petition for divine direction, 
one for spiritual and gracious protection, that 
the r%ht-band .of the Lord may be over you 
fos gpod. I cannot help preaching practically 
to you; and one of the greatest comforts a 
minister can liafve, is to see that his. people are 
practical believersy and that their hearts have 
been piurified by the word preached to them. 

..The seed of divine preservation will, also 
be .made evident^ if we remember the dan- 
gers of the road we have to travel. We are 
permitted by the providence of God to be 
surrounded by dangers and difficulties, that in 
the. mid^ of them we may look up to him. 
EvJU are allowed to surround fallen man in this 
world, .that the Lord may be his deliverer. I 
feel sin in me; I can hardly open my eyes but 
something wrong enters by them into my mind ; 
I can. scarcely speak or think, but I find Satan 
ready to .hurt me if the Lord does not protect 
me.' O the goodness of God in preserving our 
souls, and keeping us in a spiritual frame ! A 
cautious and wise spirit dwells in the penitent 
heart; and they are truly prudent who walk 
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with the Lord their God from day to day. 
Travellers through lands infested with robbers 
are obliged to go with guards, and are armed, 
and watchful. So ye pilgrims upon this earth 
who are travelling to the celestial city, the 
dwelling place of God, and where you are to 
dwell for ever with God, remember that the 
way is full of dangers. Hitherto you may have 
been preserved; but from 'perils to come you 
have no security, but as you are kept by the 
power of the grace of God. You have your 
up-hill difficulties, and your down-hill difficul- 
ties. How admirably John Bunyan describes 
the conduct of Fearing^ when he -says it was 
minded with what a deal of caution he went 
down into the valley of humiliation. Look well 
to your steps. May God make you also to 
profit by the falls of others, and to say each of 
you, ^' I shall fall too, unless He who keeps the 
feet of his saints keeps me." 

" The Lord shall preserve thy going out"— 
O it is all good — ** and thy coming in." Young 
pilgrims, I am glad to see you setting out upon 
the heavenly road ; I pray God you may con- 
tinue persevering until death; that you may 
shine well throughout all your days, and leave 
the good legacy behind, of an exainplary life 
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and conversation. I buried an aged man the 
other day, and on somebody*s asking if he 
had any thing to leave, it was replied '^ O yes, 
he had a good legacy to leave, the example of 
a godly and consistent course till seventy-five." 
Dear youths, God enrich you with graces like 
his, that your memories may be thus honoured. 
As you go on, select the clean portions of the. 
way, tread cautiously, and lean upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I will answer for your safety, if 
you are filled with child-like dispositions and 
with godly fear. The fear of God is a very 
profitable grace for a young beginner. You 
ought to have the highest confidence in Christ, 
and the greatest diffidence in yourselves. The 
more you distrust yourselves the greater confi- 
dence will you have in God, that he will pre- 
serve you. Heavenly sobriety will be given to 
the youth who sets off well, and who is of a 
thoughtful turn of mind. I like the idea— such 
a young person is become serious. True reli- 
gion will make a man look well to his footsteps. 
Then he will be in no danger, though in the 
midst of dangers, for the Lord will keep him. 
O look continually to God to bring you safely 
through. You are not yet in heaven, and must 
watch and pray at all times. 
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Before you stands a very old man. He is in 
the eighty fourth year of his age^ and finds he 
has more occasion lor fear now, than be had 
at any other period of his Kfe. That which 
makes others proud, will make the christian 
spiritual and humble. 

Some of you are in the middle part of your 
journey, while I am in the last stage; but I am 
confident that if God does not by the omnipo- 
tence of his grace, bring me to eternal glory, 
I shall fall from the very gate of heaven into 
the abyss of destruction. If I had but one step 
more to bring me over the threshold of the 
celestial city, and it were left to me alone to 
take that single step, I befieve I should want 
strength to accomplish it. My dear aged bre- 
thren, may we ^^ finish our course with jo^,** and 
when we come to have this tabernacle dissolved, 
may we have nothing to do, but to live with 
Christ. *' Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe," 
shall be my prayer to the latest hour of my life. 
Nothing is so encouraging to God's people as 
to see aged pilgrims wearing well to the last, 
and setting a good example to the last. I think 
I would rather die a thousand deaths, than live 
to disgrace my Master's cause in the last stage 
of my life. 
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No man under tbo gospel has any excuse for 
fallii^ into the efnares ef a dangerous situation^ 
when there is .«a promise given, '^ as thy day, 
80 shall thy: strength be ;!'^ and when it is also 
said — O thsy are charjning words — "God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able"^ to bear, but divine 
aid will be at band. I have heard some persons 
excuse .their errors by saying, " we were in such 
trying circumstances;" but why did they not 
trust in God to bring them through those try- 
ing, circumstances? The greater the trial, the 
more glorious is the victory. The stronger the 
temptation^ the more earnestly should we cry 
out to the strong for strength. When Esau 
came out to meet Jacobs then Jacob knelt down 
to pray. He put things in order, to provide at 
least for the escape of some of his family ; but 
he immediately approached the Lord and plead- 
ed his promises. He trusted in these promises 
to prevail over the malice of his enemy, and 
his end was gained. I tell you, brethren, that 
bumble believers in the Lord Jesus Christ shall 
not only be conquerors, but " more than con- 
querors through him that has loved them." 
" Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 

* Deut. xxxiii, 25. ' I Cor. x, 13, 



y Google 



19S Gods. Preservation 

dpaiitiesy nor powersj nar things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us 
irom the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
pur Lord."* Are these words figurative only? 
No, blessed be God, I believe what St. Paul 
wrote is really true ; that the Lord will enable 
me to overcome all that may be opposed to 
me, and that I shall eternally shout " Victory, 
through the blood of the Lamb." 

Thus I have been endeavouring to ioaprove 
my delightful text. I should like to see it as a 
motto in the house of every pilgrim. Persever- 
ance is what you will find necessary. The 
practical word of God says, " he that endureth 
to the end shall be saved."^ Till the end does 
come, the work of perseverance must go on. 
God grant that of all things you may most dread 
going back, and that you may be strengthened 
to proceed " with all might by God's Spirit in 
your inner man." 

For myself, I know not how soon my last 
words may come, but I know my last sermon 
must soon come. Whenever you hear my last, 
may you be enabled to remark " there is a spi- 
rituality still." Having persevered till now, 

4 Rom. viii. « Matt, x, 22. 



y Google 



of Ms People. 193 

God give me to die like Samson, pulling down 
the pillars of Sin. I bless God that he has 
not sufiered me to fall. I desire to give him 
the praise I owe him for having kept me all my 
days. I thank God it is recorded how David, 
Solomon, and Peter fell and were restored ; yet 
I thank him that I have not fallen like any one 
of them, but that he has conducted me through 
life, without which I should have had my falls 
as well as others. But we must all gird on our 
armour to the very last, and while we have any 
strength, let us devote it to God our Saviour, 
and he shall have all the praise of our preserv- 
ation through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Nor like a sweet-lipt ontor did steer. 
Or tone his language to the people's ear, 
But bold, and rough, yet full of majesty, 
Lift up his trumpet— 

QUARLES. 
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FRAGMENT I. 

THE GOOD CONSCIENCE. 

It is comparatively of little consequence what 
our fellow creatures say of us ; the grand ques* 
tion is, how does it stand between God and our 
souls — what evidence have we that we are well 
before Him that judgeth righteously ? Even- 
that finely beaming sun which makes the day, 
and animates more worlds than ours, knows, 
nothing of the vast designs for which its great 
Creator fixed it in the skies; but conscience 
gives man to know good from evil in some de-» 
gree, while it prompts him to do aright. Hence, 
bad as the world is, it would be ten thousand 
times worse, if conscience did not in some mea- 
sure influence the generality of mankind. But it 
is under the leading of divine grace, that every 
faculty of the mind is brought into exercise to 
the praise and glory of Him, by whose re- 
generating grace and power they all are put 
into lively exercise. O, thanks be to God who 
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illuminates the dark nnderstanding, and gives 
me to see the wisdom, atfd excellency, and 
goodness of having the impressf of his image 
communicated to my heart; and blessed be 
his name for every dispensation by irhieh evil 
affections are mortified^ and holy affections are 
brought into activity. 

Conscience, under the regulation of divine 
grace, performs offices in our hearts of a most 
excellent tendency. We should take It with us 
as our inward and familiar friend ; as our guide 
and confidential companion wheriever we ga. It 
should regulate our lives, and dir^t us bow to 
act before God, that we may never be marde 
ashamed, by being unable to appeal ^to our 
integrity before God and before man. We 
should have "a conscience void of offence to- 
wards God apd towards man." The lirit great 
duty is to have a good conscience towards Ood; 
but he who has the one will have the other. 
If a man's conscience be right with Gt>d, he 
will never do wrong to any one. Let this con- 
science be in the heart of every servant ; let 
this conscience be in the heart of every master. 
Let this conscience be in the heart of every feni- 
nister, and he will nevet want fidelity in the 
pulpit for fear of man. O let me carry about 
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uith. xne an upright conscieDce in my dealings 
with the souls of men ; and when you come to 
hear, the Lord make you honest to yourselves. 

You camiot adorn the doctrine of God your 
Saviour mora than by a truly conscientious de- 
portment, in your deaUngs and intercourse mth 
the world. For want of this, religion is some-» 
times sadly disgraced. There should be a ful* 
filment always, of our Lord's command, to owe 
one auolber nothing but love. If we look into 
QUr bibles^ we should look into our actions also. 

What saya the scripture concerning consci^ 
enoe ?. It hews different names. Sometimes we 
are directed to have '^ a good conscience^, that 
whereas 4)ey speak evil of us as of evil doers* 
they may be ashamed'* — if they have any shame 
in them — "who falsely. accuse our good oonver- 
sation in Cbri^."^ It is not, therefore, .a suiall 
blessing to. have what the bible calls "a good 
oonscience." If I have a good conscience, I 
have a comp^ion in my bosom that will be no 
stranger to me. I desire, therefore, to inquire 
into the . character of my conscience, and to 
attempt nothing which it does not give me 
leave to do. A good conscience gives us excel- 
lent advice, and will keep us from innumerable 

1 1 Pet. iii, 16. 



y Google 



SOQ Tito good Vansdence. 

etils into which we might fall without consult* 
ing it. The best advice istfaat which prompts 
us to a holy conduct; and methinks the apostle 
makes a very fine remark^ when he says^ ^* we 
trust we have a good conscience in all things/'^ 
We should bok over every portion of our con- 
duct^ and see that we can call God to witness 
that we do all ^' in simplicity and godly since- 
rity/' and that it is not ^'with fleshly wisdom 
that we have our conversation in the world." 

But I observe again^ that a conscience cannot 
be good, except it is a willing conscience, which 
has not even an inclination to that which is evil, 
but longs to leave all ungodly ways, and ali un- 
godly desires, and to lie at the foot of the cross 
of Christ. It is a noble thing to have a pure 
conscience, and could we be always guided 
thereby we should never err. What a blessing 
would it be in itself; what a blessing would it 
be to our neighbour, if a pure and perfect con- 
science directed all we did. 

But how are we to obtain such a conscience? 
We believe that if a man has an evil conscience, 
the Lord can give him a good one. The apoS" 
tle confirms this when he speaks of ^' having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 

3 Heb. xiii, 18. 
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our bodies washed with pure water."^ As we 
are outwardly cleansed by the water, so are 
we inwardly purified by the Spirit of Christ. 
Hereby preachers are encouraged, for while 
we cannot purify either you or ourselves, we can 
teach you of Him who can, and direct you to 
call upon him that it may be done. 

St« Paul beautifully speaks of a conscience 
"bearing witness with the Holy Ghost."* What 
a holy God by his regenerating Spirit speaks to 
the: mindy my mind echoes in return. What he 
says to me, approving conscience at once admits. 
How great an honour is here ! I have a princi- 
ple within me that can commune even with God 
himself, while the Spirit's work is making me a 
holy temple to his praise. 

It is awful to remember how wonderfully har« 
dened some persons are, and how completely 
they are given over to every thing that is vile. 
Such the apostle describes as "having their con- 
science seared with a hot iron ;"^ that is, made 
callous, and unfeeling. This, alas, is the case of 
thousands; they will bear the sharpest reproofs, 
but the heart is insensible to them. I grieve 
over the thought that many may now go home to 
their shame, and though I have aimed to make 

» Heb. X, 22." * Rom. ix, 1. * 1 Tim. iv, 2. 
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them feel, they will not feel. What an admira- 
ble passage is that in the church service, ^' from 
hardness of heart, and contempt of thy word 
and commandments, good Lord, deliver us." 

One great office of the gospel is to ''purge 
the conscience ;" it is sent on purpose to ^' purge 
our conscience from dead works." Here I feel 
my prayers arise to that dear Lord who has 
given me a conscience ; and if it is impure And 
unpurged, I desire to give it up into the hand 
of the divine Spirit of my God that he may 
make it pure. How many things should we 
abstain from, if we were but amongst ibe nufti-» 
berof those blessed ones called ^Hhe pure In 
heart.** And indeed, my dear hearers, you will 
never be well regulated as to the peace of yoiut 
own minds, but as your consciences are under 
the power of grace. It it our doty conscienti* 
ously to husband all our talents, of weiafcb^ idf 
intellect, of time. O, my friends^ go no wbei'e, 
where your consciences are likely to be defiled. 
Bring then under the influence of the fea^ of 
God, and pray that the Holy Ghost may make 
them wise and good. May what has been spcK 
ken be recorded upon all your consciences, and 
God shall have all the glory* Amen* 
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FRAGMENT II. 

THE LOVELINESS OF TRUE PIETY. 

" Whatsoever things are lovely."^ There is a 
beauty ki righteousness throughout. Christian 
people are lovely characters, and if we are 
lovely ourselvesi we cannot know them without 
laviog thein« May we all be adorned with the 
graces of the Spirit of God, that we may be 
like magnets attracting each other. Put up 
tike words whtxtsoeeer things are lovely in your 
houses, to remind you of the ornamental beau- 
ties oi religion, and bring them forth in every 
situation and every department of your conduct. 
Wby do I. love my God ? I hope it is because 
of the essential holiness and loveliness of his 
divine' existence. How could I become ac- 
quainted with all this loveliness in him ? I trust 
by. Us having imprinted on my heart his own 
lovely image. The regenerate child of God 
says, '' I know what holiness is by having ob-« 

» Phil, iv, 8. 
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tained it ; it is the gift of God ; I have felt its 
excellence, and refer it to its source.** As the 
rays of light return to the glorious orb from 
which they flow, so the various beams of love 
that descend on believers, are reflected back to 
God the centre and origin of them all. Hence 
none can be lovely who are not holy, for all that 
is good comes from hoUness imparted to the souL 
If that dwell there, all will be well. Sainta 
should shine majestically over all the works* of 
darkness to the praise of God, according to 
the command, "arise, and shine, for your light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon you.** Happy are they who thus^ shine to 
His glory and honour, who hath '^called ihem 
out of darkness into his marvellous light.*' I 
desire to live to his praise by whose restraining 
grace I am upheld, agreeably to those fine words 
of prophecy, " this people have I formed for 
myself; they shall shew forth my praise.*** We 
are witnesses for God, when we "adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.'* 
Brethren, I desire to see you zealous and de* 
voted. I want to hear your private conduct 
praised by those who know you well, and who 
can testify that your demeanour is consistent 

> Isa. xliii, 21. 
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with your high calKng. Wherever you may 
be, wear always as servants of the Most High, 
the beauteous livery of holiness. You will do 
more good by living the gospel than I can by 
preaching it. But I do not tell you to be holy, 
by any of those powers which the human mind 
naturally possesses. No, no, I preach gospel 
holiness, which is manifested to the heart by 
faith, and conveys ability into your minds to 
exhibit the grace of Christ, in every department 
of your lovely conduct. The contrary to this, 
acts incalculably to the prejudice of religion. 
The world is too glad to hold you up to the 
dishonour of your profession, when they see 
you living like themselves. May you then, by 
your lovely conversation and exemplary deeds, 
be enabled to '' put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men." 
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FRAGMENT III. 



SPIRITUAL GLEANING. 



It is but charitable and kind that the poor 
should be the gleaners of our corn-fields ; that 
after the occupiers of the land have taken the 
chief produce for themselves, the needy should 
gather up the remainder thereof. Though what 
is left is by no means considerable, yet it is sup- 
posed that the gleaners get the be$t in quali^i 
though not the most in quantity. Now there 
are some scriptures of which we can otdy glean, 
as it were a few ears, but if we are of the duoi* 
ber of the ^'poor in spirit*' we shall be fwnd 
gleaning in every field of truth, and our Lord 
perhaps will pass by, and like Boas of old, 
throw down a plenteous handful which we aiay 
joyfully gather up. But this will happea only 
in the moments of humble prayer. The con- 
trite soul will always gather most The Lord 
grant that we may stoop low that we may glean 
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much. Little children, I am told, are the most 
successful gleaners; being low in stature, they 
can bend easily to the ground, and are more 
dexterous than those who are of greater height. 
Thus it is with the Lord's 'Mittle ones" in their 
spiritual gleaning. 



FRAGMENT IV. 

CONSECRATION OF THE FACULTIES. 

^ Thou shalt k>ve the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mindi"'^ Now, the Lord has given us cer-* 
tah^ faculties for certain purposes. We have 
minds finely capable of knowing something of 
God — that he is a being of infinite loveliness, 
excellency, and grace ; and if we ever arrive at 
a state of genuine happiness, it must be by hav- 
ing our mental faculties brought into a holy 
conformity to the mind and will of God. We 
can never be happy while acting inconsistently 

1 Matt, xxii, 3T« 
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with, bis .coninandikr which are always right. 
Our a«deir$taiidings should be engaged in 
conCemplating Grod, for all religion conies by 
knowledge; whence the apostle says ''the eyes 
of our understanding" must be "enlightened, 
that we may know what is the hope of our call-* 
ing."* Whether our mental powers be great or 
small, God should be their first object. What 
is ''life eternal, but to know the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent?"' Ac- 
cordingly, the children of God are said to be 
spiritually-minded, and heavenly-minded, while 
the children of Satan are described as carnally- 
minded, minding the things of the flesh. If a 
man pursues evil, it is because his mental facul- 
ties are not regulated by the mind of God, but 
are governed by the mind which is " earthly, 
sensual, devilish." In order that you may be 
truly delivered from evil, you must have a hea- 
venly and a spiritual mind ; you must "mind the 
things of the Spirit." For this purpose, you 
must each have a spiritual eye, marking things 
that are hateful, and fixed upon those which 
are lovely. You need also a spiritual appetite, 
and a. wise, spiritual, judgment. "The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," and 

a Eph. 1, IS. 3 John xvii, 3 



y Google 



Holiness itUuiHve, %c. 209 

<^a good understanding bare all they that do 
hb conmiandments." His wise mind will make 
your minds wise also ; ye will hare the mind df 
Christ* 



FRAGMENT V. 

HOLINESS INTUITIVE TO THE TRUE CHRISTIAN. 

This is a beaatiful passage, '^ the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all- 
men**— in the promulgation of it — ^' teaching us 
that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
in this present world."^ If the eonfessioti of 
such an influence of the grace of God be entbn- 
aasm, I g^ry in it. . Every one has, from his 
very nature, an inward intuitive principk, 
which will not permit him to act contraay to his 
feelings and inclmations. Self-preservation, for 
instance, is intuitive, and we wonder how any 
person can commit suicide. Now grace in the 
soul is also an intuitive principle. Our eyes 
and other &culties exhibit to us evils, and keep 

> Tit.n,U,12. 
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us from them. . Thus, when we hear the graci- 
ous and needful command, ^' touch not the un- 
clean thing/'. we have the inward principle as 
believers, which causes us instinctively to obey 
it. I need not the dry morals of Seneca to 
teach me the nature of true virtue, for the gra- 
cious instilment of true piety makes the good 
man. If we are but ''born again/* we shall 
know our Father, and serve him; and therefore 
when I see persons living contrary to the nature, 
of grace, I say they have it not. I pray God 
I may never be so cursed as to have the power 
of religion suspended in me, but may I always 
desire to live near him, and find him near to me. 
If we have our minds illuminated from on high, 
the inward light will shine forth to the praise 
of Him who enkindled its glorious flame. The 
practice must correspond . with the principle. 
Were we to try to make ourselves holy by. our 
own feeble resolutions, we. should soon find that 
we are weak indeed in opposing the force. of 
temptation, and should be quickly overcome by it. 
But if the almighty power which works in them 
that .believe, has come down into our he«pla 
from God himself, our obedience will be ofsuch 
a nature that we can never willingly do .a sSogle 
thing that is evil, for grace delivers us from the 
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love thereof. Those birds which Uve nrach in 
the higher regions of theair^ are generally of a 
most cleanly kind.. Tbey love to ascend and 
sing aloud, and to repeat their songs again and 
again, as their well-kept plumage bears them to 
the skies. But those creatures that grovel in 
the mud, are dirty and disgusting in their habits* 
Could you make, a lark happy amongst animals 
so offensive? No, neither will the child of God, 
whose element is ''in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus," be otherwise than pure and spiritual in 
the holy. habits of his regenerate mind. 



FRAGMENT VI. 

THE COVENANT OP GRACE. 

There is a wide difference between a covenant 
made by man with man, and the covenant of 
grace God has revealed to us.' In a human 
covenant there must be a previous agreement 
between both parties. But were, the Lord to 
wait for man's acquiescence while he is in his 
carnal state, he might never find a moment for 
the agreement to take place. The covenant 

P2 
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of grace implies the unconditional operation of 
grace, and therefore I do not understand the 
doctrine of those^ who say that faith and repent- 
ance (here I speak guardedly) are conditione of^ 
the corenaat They are not the condkioM, but 
the graces Haiereof* Some say, you may repent 
ifyouvilL True it is that you will if your hearts 
are so inclined ; but we pray in the communion 
service, *' incline our hearts to keep thy law/* 
and sum up our petitions with the words /^ write 
thy laws in our hearts we beseech thee*** This 
we could hot do, if we did not believe that there 
is no fruit without grace. If we think we can 
have faith, repentance, or true obedience, with- 
out it, we shall never enter the presence of God. 
I will endeavour to explain what I consider to 
be the nature of the covenant of grace, and 
may I be so guided by the Spirit of truth, that 
I may speak nothing but truth concerning it. 
There was originally at man's creation this won- 
drous consultation between the persons of the 
Triune God, 'Met us mate man in our own 
image." Thus Jehovah spake as three in one. 
In the covenant of grace after the fall of man, 
God said 'Met us restore in man our lost image." 
The Lord Jesus Christ was the Messenger of 
this covenant^ and in him reposed also the cove- 



y Google 



I%e Cotenani of Grace. ^IS 

ilant itself according to the word*, ^'I will give 
thee for a covenant of the people.' • ^ The Lord 
our Saviour was made the head .of the covenant 
of grace. But did the Lord, it tiiay be asked^ 
make no covenant with man? ^ Certainly not, 
in his fidlen unrenewed^tate; but it behoved 
Christ to take upon him our nature, thijtt he 
might fulfil the covenant for us. The covenant 
was made between the Father, Son, and Spirit^ 
in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was ''the second Adam, the Lord from heaven." 
I do not know where the character of the cove^ 
nant of grace is better explained than in the 
epistle to the Hebrews, where St. Paul describes 
how it accomplishes the salvation of the chil- 
dren of God. The promise there quoted is, 
''I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah : not ac- 
cording to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers, in the day when I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
because they continued not in my covenant, and 
I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For this 
is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, saith the Lord ; I 
will put my laws into their mind, and write them 

I laa. xlii, 6. 
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in tbair. hearts:, and LiwriU. be to them a God, 
aadibeyjiballbetameaapeo^lei And they shall 
not teaeh emery man Iim neighbour^ and every 
man hU brother* saying, Know the Lord : for all 
fihall know me, from the least to the greatest. 
For I will be merciful to tbeir unrighteousness, 
and their sins and their iniqutties will I remem- 
ber no more."' What a beautiful manifestation 
it. this of God's love to his creatui^ man ; how 
honourable to the character of Deity, whilst it 
lUsplays the power of divine grace brought home 
to the renewed simier,. whereby he is enabled to 
live to God all the days of bis life; In contem- 
plating these things^ we exceedingly bless God 
that he has given us a holy law that shall not be 
altered. O wbsat a mani&stalion was there of 
the divine hatred to sin in Paradise> when sin 
ruined 'the sinner! Shall we trifle then with 
touch an. evil? Is there any where a passage in 
the bible that hints any. change in the divine 
mind ? Has he withdrawn bis law, because man 
baa disobeyed it? I abhor the Antinomian here- 
sy which says, that if we. do the law as well as 
we can, God will accept us. Why, when a 
mansays he does as well as he can, who credits 
him? I question whether I could find through- 

3 Htb.Tfii,S«*12. 
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out my long life, that nubtnent in which I did 
any action ae well as I could. Alas for me, I 
feel that there is not an instant in which I am 
not acting defectively. But the new covenant 
finds grace and mercy for the transgressor, and 
restores the covenant of works to honour. We 
are not to suppose that the covenant of grace 
disannuls our duty to obey God. God forbid 
it should. If the Lord were to take away my 
obligation to love him, he would remove the 
very strings of my heart. I should be miser- 
able. I am sure I shall never experience heaven 
till I am made holy as God is holy. 

The apostle tells us that Christ ''put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself" as man's repre- 
sentative; but he says also '' I had not known 
sin5 but by the law." Take away the true pat- 
tern, and you will have no copy to go by ; and 
if you go by yourselves you will go badly indeed. 
Christ is our surety, and the surety of the cove- 
nant ; he is also its Mediator and ours, and his 
atonement is our reconciliation. By the doctrine 
of grace, I understand that my sins were all 
transferred to him ; '' the Lord laid on him the 
iniquity of us all." This was the doctrine 
preached typically on the day of atonement, 
when the people's sins were laid upon the scape 
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goat ; and thus they were laid upon Christ our 
Saviour. Not fpr any thing of my own am I 
forgiven, for all I do needs forgiveness, but I atii 
forgiven through the shedding of the precious 
blood of the Lamb^ I am pardoned throu^^ 
him ; God has taken the burden of my guilt 
from my. head, and laid it upon the Savioinr. 
O what did this holy Mediator of the covenant 
feel, when all our unholiness and sinfulne8$ 
were laid upon him ! 

Ibc Lord in the day of hi« anger did lay 
Our sins on the Lamb, and he bore them away. 

No description of grief can ever convey an idea 
of what the dear man of sorrows felt, when he 
groaned upon the cross. The most awful e£fect 
of sin is to be forsaken of God; and Christ 
when suffering for us exclaimed ''my God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Here was 
the bitter misery of his soul; here ''the pains 
of hell gat hold upon him." He became a 
curse that we might be blessed, and that the 
wrath of God might not rest upon you and me. 
He^d the work for us, that we might be saved 
by what he has done. The Lord knows that 
after all my doings, especially after my sabbath*- 
day's preachingi I always repent, and I could 
not rest in my bed, had I not the atoneinent to 



y Google 



plesd befoxe my QoA. • In tbcf best of things I 
&ii mort) and desire: to* be more and moce hum^ 
ble under a sense of fny sinfulness. People 
that know hotfaidg of the coveisarit of grace 
by the teacbmg of the Holy Ghost, call our 
doctrine Antinomianism, whereas it is notbmg 
but holiness. 



FRAGMENT VII. 

THE SIN AND DANGER OF CARELESSNESS. 

How great is the folly, how heinous the «in of 
neglecting matters of eternal importance ! Re* 
fleet for an instant how. God has revealed bhn«^ 
self to man in his essential attributes; consider 
not only the glory of God the Father, but the 
grace of God the Son, and the invaluable riches 
of bis redemption. What would have become 
of us, without forgiveness through the riches 
of that blood which, was shed for men? The 
penalty of our crimes must have rested upon 
our own heads, and the wrath of God would 
have fallen upoa us in all the dreadful iiiry of 
the divine indignation. O then to be careless 
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about forgiveness, when infinite vengeance is 
ready to dash each of us in pieces like a pot- 
ter's vessel, while there is none to help ! If we 
die nnforgiven, we shall die to perish for ever. 
Perhaps, sinner, thou hast never put up one 
earnest prayer that the Lord would obliterate 
thine iniquities. How closed must thy heart 
have been, that thou hast not once thought of 
looking for forgiveness from Him whom thoa 
hast so grievously ofiended ! It is this spirit of 
indifference which paralyses the soul ! I heard 
some time ago of a poor paralytic man, who was 
a prisoner in his bed when his house caught 
fire. He would have moved, but he could not. 
But if thou really desirest to escape from thy 
danger, Christ will come and help thee. Thy 
paralysed soul shall feel a sudden quickening, 
and thou shalt be rescued; I believe more 
people are lost eternally by indifierence and 
carnal security, than by any other sins ; while 
the best have to accuse themselves that they 
are not more alive. Man by a fatal partiality 
to himself, is unwilling to acknowledge that he 
has an evil heart, and is so unconcerned, about 
bis state, that he does not desire deliverance 
from it. What a lethargy ! I knew an aged lady 
once who was lethargic, and when her servant 
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attempted to rouse her, she was angry. The 
servant remarked, '' I never knew my mistress 
to be angry when she was well, but now she is 
ill she is very irritable." Take care of this awful 
state of spiritual lethargy. Tens of thousands 
bave died and have been, I fear, lost from it. 
It is a fatal sign, when the sinner is angry with 
those who would attempt to arouse him from 
his danger ! 



FRAGMENT VIII. 

THE JEWELS OF THE LORD. 

j£W£LS are exceedingly precious, and those of 
the greatest beauty lie hid in the earth, and 
must be searched for. Thus the Lord sends 
his messengers into the world, to dig his jewels 
from the earthly mine, and he causes them to 
shine to his glory. But jewels when first taken 
from their native bed, require the skill of the 
polisher to make them beautiful, and to give 
them their proper forni and shape. O my dear 
hearers, when you are taken from the mine of 
this world, may the Lord make you to feel that 
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you are in the hands of your Saviour, and if he 
frame and polish you that you may shine in the 
light of the Lord, give him all the praise, be 
the work effected how it may. Perhaps you 
will be surprised if I say that I visited a lady 
yesterday who wore many jewels in her sick 
chamber, all of exquisite lustre — but they were 
those of meekness, patience, resignation, faith, 
and love, and they shone brightly. These 
graces of the Spirit make the King's daughters 
not only " all glorious within," but cause them 
to appear in beauteous adornment in their out- 
ward character before men. Jewels do not 
shine when they are hid in a casket, but only 
when they are exposed to light ; so the Lord 
bids us ** arise and shine," and to this end he 
sheds his own light upon our graces. Jewels 
are of various kinds, but all are transparent, 
and of some lovely hue. So the children of 
God shine in their own peculiar graces, bat 
they are brilliant in none, but as he shines upon 
them. In one is set forth the beauty of pati- 
ence ; in another of perseverance ; in another 
of faith. I would therefore, my dear brethren, 
that you should all look upon yourselves as 
made of very valuable materials, and that you 
are to shine to the praise and glory of the Lord. 
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You are not ostentatiously to say '* come and 
admire my gems," but you are meekly to wear 
those celestial adornments with which the Spirit 
decorates the children of God, and which make 
them lovely in his sight. 



FRAGMENT IX. 

THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

*' Unto you that fear my name, shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings.'*^ 
When the sun is in its greatest power over the 
southern parts of the world, our winter comes 
on ; vegetation ceases, and nature seems to rest 
for awhile; but when the sun returns to us, all 
revives again and spring begins. The lovely 
plants of the earth, cheered by its invigorating 
beams, put forth their leaves and expand their 
beauties every day. And O when the Sun ot 
righteousness comes upon the people of the 
Lord, he calls forth the graces of the Holy 
Spirit, and his saints bud, blossom, and bring 

^ Mai. iv, S. 
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forth fruit iinto his praise. The flowers of 
God's garden are as sweet and lovely as the 
little blossoms of spring; lowly and pleasant 
are they as the lilies of the valley ; their per- 
fume is pleasing to the Most High, and he says 
*'I will come and dwell in my garden." The 
beams of the Sun of righteousness awaken the 
vegetating powers of the souls of true believers; 
and I long to know that you feel this effect 
upon you, beloved; that God is making you 
holy and fruitful, and is pouring down upon yon 
the dew of his blessing. In the warm summer'^ 
shower, how beauteous is the rainbow ; yet all 
its prismatic colours are produced by the re- 
fraction of one white light. So aH the lovely 
graces of believers are but different hues of 
one perfect holiness, produced by the beams of 
the Sun of righteousness shining on his chil- 
dren's hearts. Thus the Lord grant that you 
may all bring forth fruit and shine. 

But the Sun of righteousness is to arise ''with 
healing in his wings." How salubrious are the 
beams of the .sun; his rays are very gentle 
though powerful. A burning fire would not 
make things grow. All vegetables are nourish- 
ed by light; keep them in the dark, they soon 
droop, lose their verdure, and become pale, lan- 
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guidy and unhealthy. Thus we must have light 
to live to God. Hence Christ is called *'the 
light and the life" of men; and they who trust 
in Him shall have light and glory too. If you 
desire to be in a healthy state, you must keep 
in healthy places, where the Sun of righteous- 
ness shines forth in his strength, and upon 
which he has arisen ''with healing in his wings." 
Healing in his wings ! Why is the expression 
introduced, the wings of the sun ! There are 
things innumerable brought to life by the sun. 
Millions and millions of curious little creatures 
arise from their eggs by the power of its rays> 
and fly forth to proclaim the wonders of infinite 
intelligence, and skill. Thus when the Sun of 
righteousness enters the soul, he gives Ufe to 
countless dormant graces, which take wing in 
joyful haste and exultation to obey a God's 
commands, becoming active in holy things under 
the all powerful energy of the divine Spirit. 
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FRAGMENT X. 

DISTINCTION OF PERSONS BELONGS ONLY TO OOP. 

Infinite wisdom alone knows what will be the 
ultimate character of any man. We cannot say 
that the worst man before God at this moment 
may not hereafter be converted into one of his 
best servants. We know not what mercy may 
be provided for many that are now far off in- 
deed from the Lord, or how they may be ''made 
willing in the day of his power." The language 
of the gospel is plain, *^ whosoever willeth let 
him come ;" and there is no sinner living who 
longs to fly to Christ, whom the sacred volume 
does not invite to seek refuge in him from the 
wrath to come. We are very imperfect and 
short-sighted creatures, and are totally ignorant 
of the designs of the Most High. I may see a 
very wicked man, and say that he is in the road 
to hell. But the same might have been said of 
Saul when he persecuted the church of Christ, 
and longed to be the murderer of every saint. 
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Yet unexpectedly to all the disciples, a miracle 
of grace was to take place in this slayer of 
christians; and what a wondrous change was 
completed in him to the praise and glory oT 
God ! How should this encourage ministers to 
''preach the gospel to every creature" in the 
world, and to tell all sinners that if they live 
and die in their present state they must be 
lost for ever, but that if blest with repentance, 
and enabled to seek forgiveness of sins through 
Christ Jesus, vile as they are, there is ''redemp- 
tion in his blood'* according to the riches of 
his grace and mercy. We have no business to 
make distinctions. There never will be a man 
sent away from the judgment seat of Christ 
into the regions of despair, who will not be made 
to acknowledge that his own stubbornness alone 
cast him down there. Blessed be God it is not 
decreed that we shall be lost because we were 
born in sin. Yet we can hardly fathom the 
mystery of the salvation of some, and the con- 
demnation of others. But I find my way very 
plain, and I mean to labour for the conversion 
of souls as long as I can. My business is to 
alarm sinners in their danger; not to bring this 
man and that man, but aU to see their awful 
state and their need of Christ; not to be look- 

.a 
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ing for signs of election, but to teach that he 
who is willing to come, has the sweetest and 
safest evidence thereof that can be enjoyed, for 
he never would have been willing^ if* God had 
not made him so. You who hear the alarming 
words of warning and still continue hardened, 
give an awful proof that you are rejected of 
God, while your repeated rejection of his 
counsels makes your condemnation just; yet 
hardened as you have been, when once your 
hearts are softened by the power of divine 
grace, the Lord is ready to blot out your sins 
by the precious blood of Christ. Hence we 
have nothing to do but to tell the world, in 
the fullest language of free grace, '* behold 
there is set before you an open door and no 
man can shut it."^ 



FRAGMENT XL 

QUALITIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

The Spirit does innumerable good things in us^ 
which are conducive to our benefit and his 
glory. I am thankful to find him called *'the 

1 Rev. iii| 8< 
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Spirit of wisdom and understanding/' and I look 
to him that I may realize the apostle's expression, 
" the eyes of your understanding being enlight- 
ened, that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the ex- 
ceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, which he wrought in Christ, when he 
raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right-hand in the heavenly places, far all above 
all principality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion."^ The Spirit directs the understanding 
of the believer, fills it with excellent materials, 
and guides him into holy obedience. Remem- 
ber, brethren, that as God has given you an 
understanding, you ought to use it in commun- 
ing with him. As the docile pupil hearkens 
attentively to the precepts of his instructor, so 
may my understanding become the pupil of the 
Holy Ghost, that having my mind illumined by 
his inspiration, and being guided by his grace, 
every step I take may be a step of wisdom. 
Now, as children are best instructed by seeing 
others work, so Christ in infinite mercy has set 
us a living pattern, which all his disciples are to 

1 Eph.i, 18—21. 
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imitate, to which end, the Spirit implants in us 
the *' same mind" that was in him. 

But he is not only the Spirit of understand- 
ing, but he is also " the Spirit of truth," who is 
to 'Mead us into all truth.'* The true believer 
sees things as they really are ; he is not left in 
uncertainty. All the children of God, let their 
different denominations be what they will^ are 
led one way, and keep " the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace." 

He is moreover " the Spirit of holiness ;" this 
is eminently his character. We cannot even 
receive of the Spirit, without ourselves being 
made holy. In order that God may dwell in us 
we must be made like him, and assuredly his 
very mind is in them that believe in him ; they 
have " the mind of the Spirit." Hence religion 
is not contrary to the freedom of my will, for 
God, who makes me willing, makes his will my 
will, and I can say " thy will be done." I have 
said the Spirit is the Spirit of holiness, and 
thereby you will see the propriety of the injunc* 
tion, ''as he which hath called you is holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation."* 
Wherever you may be, wear your sacred gar- 
ments which are " white and clean ;" and when 

« 1 Pet. i, 15. 
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in the midst of a filthy world, gather them up, 
as it were, that they may not be defiled. God 
has engaged to purify all hb spiritual Levites ; 
and let us remember that we are priests unto 
him. 

But again, the Spirit is also called '* the Spi- 
rit of power." By this I am given to under- 
stand that a holy power is to be given to a poor, 
feeble, guilty creature. When the apostle Paul 
was shewn his impotency that he might be kept 
humble, the Lord mercifully lifted him up by 
the consolatory words, *' my strength is made 
perfect in weakness ;'^ and how quickly did he 
respond in the exclamation, " most gladly there- 
fore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me."^ Bless- 
ed are they who thus seek to the Lord for the 
manifestation of his almighty power, and believe 
that they can *'do all things, through Christ 
strengthening them" by his Holy Spirit* 

Not only is he the Spirit of power, but the 
Spirit of love. How cheering, how delightful ! 
I am commanded to love the Lord '' with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and 
with all my strength ;" and never can I accom- 
plish this, unless the ^' divine nature" is commu- 

3 2 Cor xii, 9. 
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nicated to me by the Spirit of love. How is ibis 
done ? The love of. God is shed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghost, and I am led to sa}', 
" Lordf thou knowest all things, thou knowest 
that I love thee." We delight to please those 
whom we love ; therefore if I have God's Spirit, 
I shall rejoice to keep his commandments. The 
spirit of disobedience flies before the illumina- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, as darkness before the 
beams of the rising sun. 

But he is the Spirit of fear. How pleasant 
a thing is holy fear, for " by the fear of the 
Lord men depart from evil ;" " the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom." This guards 
me on all sides. *'I will put my fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from me**^ 
saith the Lord, who also encouraged Abraham 
with the words, ''I am thy shield, and exceeding 
great reward." But we must not presume while 
we are upheld, but continually pray, "hold thou 
us up and we shall be safe." God keeps his 
people by the grace of fear. 

Again, he is the Spirit of adoption. Here 
is all we can desire. God's children while they 
fear him do not dread him, though while they 
love him they reverence him. They desire not 
to forget themselves, though they exult in his 

* Jer. xxxii, 40. 
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smiles. O for more filial love, O for a brighter 
flame of this heavenly grace. Sometimes when 
there is a mere spark in the fire-place, we care- 
fuUy nurse it till we make it bum in a lively 
manner. Is there a little coal from the altar 
upon my heart ? O may I fan it into a brighter 
burning to the honour and glory of my God. 

I will mention one thing more. He is a Spi- 
rit of grace and supplication. What a power- 
erful excitement to prayer, is the command to 
pray '^ with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit." We are thus eminently instructed to 
have dealing with God, that he may deal with 
us* All that we need he will first teach us to 
ask for. I find it an unspeakable comfort to 
remember that if I want anything of the Lord^ 
the Holy Ghost is ready to instruct me how to 
pray for it. 



FRAGMENT XII. 

BAPTISM. 

Whenever we are dedicated to the Lord in 
this solemn ordinance, whetheV in the time of 
infancy or in riper years, the real design of it is 
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precisely the same. Every baptized person is a 
dedicated person, given up to God the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, to live to his glory. This is 
the intention of the ordinance, and you' are 
guilty of the sacrilege of taking from God what 
he has a right to demand, if you renounce your 
baptismal covenant and give yourselves up to 
sin. You are guilty of most solemn mockery 
if you claim the privilege of persons baptized, 
and do not live to the Lord. Some one may 
say, " I am not answerable for what was done 
in my infancy/' Rather say, " I was baptized in 
my infancy, and now I am come to riper years 
I would recognize the act before God, and 
devote myself to him. What was done by the 
will of another I now bless God for; I was 
dedicated to him, and may I dedicate myself 
to his praise and glory for evermore." If you 
were baptized in riper years, the same duty 
belongs to you. To receive the '^ washing of 
regeneration," and to give no evidence of the 
" renewing of the Holy Ghost," is merely to re- 
ceive the sign while the reality is wanting. 
What avails the water of baptism applied to 
the body, if we are without the living Spirit 
brought home to our hearts ? " Such," I may 
say with the apostle, "were some of you; but 
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ye are washed, but ye' are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God."* We may be 
baptized, and re-baptized, and re-re-baptized 
a thousand times over, but if we are not '' bap- 
tized by the Holy Ghost and with fire*' by the 
living God, it will avail us nothing. Remember 
your baptism, brethren, and give yourselves up 
to the Lord. You find it difficult. Where 
is the difficulty ? Only in the hardness of your 
hearts, which have revolted from God to seek 
after vain thin'gs, instead of the blessings that 
are to be found in him. I knew an excellent 
minister, now with God, who had a large and 
pious family. He used to make it a point every 
Sunday, to remind his children of the time when 
he devoted them to God in baptism. I believe 
he had not a single child that did not become 
an honour to his profession. Do you, my 
hearers, continually follow his example in your 
families, and you will find it a great blessing to 
your children, and probably to your children's 
children. But alas how many love their lusts 
too well. O that you could every one say, with 
reference to that Trinity in whose name you 
were baptized, " I give myself up to Thee, O 

1 Cor. vi, 2. 
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Father; O Christy let thy blood be sprinkled 
on my conscience ; and O God the Spirit, make 
me spiritual in thy sight." May the Lord bring 
these things convincingly home to your hearts, 
and enable you to keep constantly before Nyour 
eyes the vow made for you at your baptism, that 
you may be dedicated to God. 



FRAGMENT XIII. 

PRACTICAL VIEW OF THE DIVINE 
PREDESTINATION. 

" O THE depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out.'*^ I could more easily fathom the depths 
of the vast ocean which God has spread over 
the earth, by plunging my finger into its waters, 
than I could measure with my puny powers the 
depth of the divine understanding. Let us then 
be silent before God, for '^who hath known 
the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his 
counsellor?" Insects such as we are, cannot 

1 Rom. xi, 33. 
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know how God manages his great designs, ^' of 
whom, and through whom, and to whom are 
all things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 
These considerations should at least teach us 
the grace of modesty before God, and to re- 
member that while what is revealed is our duty, 
what is not revealed can be no concern of ours. 
If we believe our bible, we must take its words, 
however strong, as we find them. Now in the 
eighth chapter of St. Paul's epistle to the Ro- 
mans, we are told "that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose; for 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predesti- 
nate."^ This is in the eye of some persons a 
very hard word, but to me it is most pleasant ; 
I would not be without it for the world, for to 
it there is added " to be conformed to the image 
of his Son." Hence by the transformation of 
my mind, I have in me an implantation of the 
mind of God ! Whenever the word predestina- 
tion is mentioned, the Lord means some won- 
derful power of grace upon the heart, as in the 
context to the passage already quoted — "more- 
over whom he did predestinate, them he also 

2 Rom. viii, 28, 29.' 
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called: and whom he called, them he also justi* 
fied: and i?^hom he justified, them he also glo- 
rified." It appears to me as if St Paul could 
not write upon this subject, without treat* 
ing it in a practical manner, that the Antino- 
mian might tremble at it. Nothing can be 
stronger than his language in the epistle to the 
Ephesians,^ "blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ" — I do not wish to deny the remainder 
but to make a sober use of it — " according as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world." Some say that if we are thus 
chosen, it is of no importance how we live ; but 
here we have the very reverse, for mind the 
conclusion of the sentence — " that we should 
be holy and without blame before him in love.'* 
Ye are to be '' blameless and harmless, the sons 
of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
ye shine as lights in the world."^ Can there be 
a finer passage than this ? '^ elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit" — the Holy Spirit 

S Vid. Eph. i. i Phil, ii, 15. 
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must be the sanctifier of all the elect people of 
God — ''unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ."^ This moreover is all 
done that we may be made partakers of *' an 
inheritance*' — O my bible, it is the only book 
that gives real comfort — '' incorruptible, unde* 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for us who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation."* These 
remarks I make upon God's working all things 
according to the counsel of his own will. If he 
had waited till our carnal minds had been made 
willing of themselves, we should never have 
been numbered with his people, for how can 
this be done except as we are ''made willing 
in the day of his power ?" I think I need not 
again rebuke the vile idea that the elect may 
live as they please, for if they are the Lord's 
they will like what he likes. Sooner could I 
thrust this hand into the burning flame, and 
say it shall not be burnt, than I could live in 
sin without poignant misery, when regenerated 
by the Spirit of ray God. An Antinomian is 
the greatest fool, and the most blasphemous 
fool in the world. I remember once conversing 

» 1 Pet. i, 1, 2, and 4, 5. 
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with an inconsistent person who made a very 
high profession, and who admitted the occa- 
sional sensation of doubts and fears. I observed, 
'^ I am very glad you have doubts and fears, 
for I am sure you cannot be right while you 
are doing wrong." I have no right to imagine 
myself in any way predestinated to glory, unless 
I find myself predestinated to live a holy life 
below. Personal holiness is intimately connect- 
ed with predestination unto life, and it is foUy 
to talk of being made like unto Christ Jesus 
without having correspondent holiness. God 
cannot be the author of evil though he permits 
it. I am to do my duty, and God be praised, 
I must leave results with him. Dear brethren, 
I beseech you by the love of God, mind that 
which is duty in you as much as if you expected 
to be saved by it, for the Saviour says " strive 
to enter it at the strait gate." His word says 
'^80 run that ye may obtain;" "fight the good 
fight of faith;" "give all diligence to make 
your calling and election sure ;" but these things 
we shall never accomplish unless we keep in 
God's ways, and do his work. If any one were 
to ask me, "Sir, have you any doubts about 
your own election," I should reply, "I thank 
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God that I have." Sometimes I feel little alive 
in these things, but I do occasionally find my- 
self experiencing the emotions of St. Paul, when 
he feared " lest having preached to others, he 
himself should be a castaway." 



FRAGMENT XIV- 

LOWER REGIONS OP THE CHURCH. 

In many houses, especially in Scotland, there 
live several families in a single dwelling. Some 
of them live high, and others low. Now I do 
not like to see persons who are living in the 
church of God living in its lower regions. I 
like to see them aspiring to the higher stories, 
so that they may not be too near the low, damp 
soil of this world. I long to see them climbing 
in heavenly-mindedness and in righteousness, 
becoming more dead to earth, that they may 
have the enjoyment of knowing what it is to "sit 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Ministers 
too should be getting higher, and not preach 
in a low, cold manner. If the gospel comes 
with power to your hearts, it will be felt, and 
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have an influence both on preacher and hear- 
ers. Many a time have I come down from this 
pulpity grieved that when I had so glorious a 
region to ascend into, I could not mount higher, 
and bring your thoughts up with me heavenward 
to Christ Jesus. It is a great matter to live in 
high places, and to prove that we are of the 
number of the spiritual and good. I w^cpH^t 
the other day hearing the reason of the late im- 
provement in certain wines. It was said td be 
because they had a better mode of training the 
vines. At one time they |et them grow too J<$w, 
too near the ground, but now ttiey let them 
ran up higher, and the juice of the grapei i» 
less earthy in its flavour. Beloved, may your 
hearts he thus trained ; climb upwards, and get 
nearer the clear air of heaven and the bright 
shining of the Sun of righteomBess. ^ The 
greatest of all blessings is to be s|Nritually-ninnd*« 
ed, and heavenly*minded. 
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SIN DISCOVERED BY THE LIGHT OF HOLINESS. 

There may be specnlative grace without real 
grace. There are many who know nothing of 
the power of the gospel, who would be highly 
ofiended at being told they were in ignorance of 
its real character. But those who have heard 
of it only "with the hearing of the ear/' though 
they acknowledge that the scriptures are true, 
have their hearts still left where they were. 
But when a man can say with Job " mine eye 
seeth thee/' he has received a new spiritual 
perception through " the wisdom from above." 
The Lord has given him a new hearty and a 
new spirit within him, and by that new heart 
and new spirit, he discovers God's inind. He 
now feels by a divine change, that he is to be 
made holy, and the consequence is a full con- 
viction that God must be holy. I am sure that 
he is a most holy being in himself, and it is a 

R 
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doctrine as plain to mea& taith can make k, 
that I most be as God is^ or wkete he dwells I 
can nerer enter. I feel the necessity of per- 
sonal holiness, that I may be holy before Gad. 
This no man can deny who is under the inflii* 
ence of the Holy Spirit, who comrinoes him 
that sin is an evil, and leads him to live to God« 
To such a one it is no longer any more doabtful 
that sin is an evil, than it is doubtful that bum* 
ing is an evil to his bodily feelings. The Hdy 
Ghost has made him to know that sin is a real 
evil. Some persons will say ^'ourpassiofis aMl 
propensities were brought into the world by «s; 
we know certainly that they ore for our trial, 
and are to be regulated according to Grod's 
bw, but we cannot thmk his holiness is so ex^ 
tremely rigid, that he marks every little fault 
in qs." Thus they cover sin with vain excuses 
instead of flying from it, and agonising that 
they may have grace to be delivered frott iL 
But when the Holy Ghost convinces us of the 
evil of sin, he does so by communicatiag the 
Spirit of holiness. We know that it is wrong^ 
by a new set of feelings communicated to oair 
hearts, given us to counteract our perverted>in^ 
dinadoBs. The Lord purifies aQ those tindei:** 
standings which he truly enlightens^ We^okn* 
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never find out.wliat is wrong in us, except by 
the divkie nstud^e being implanted in our hearts* 
How many &lseTe£dges from thisdoctrioe does 
the world fly to. Some are for what ia called 
NeoMomiamsm^ that is, they belieye in a new 
lam; but I can find no law in my bible which 
tells <rae that I am merely to do (m well (m lean 
^^that is to say a new law, according to which 
my abtiofiB are to be framed, that I may stand 
by ity* own obedience. Christ needs no new 
lawt; and I bless him that be has set before 
Koe a perfect standard of obedience, and if I 
asi &shioned according to his holy will, I aball 
be active in striving to obey it. It is this 
view, of hi9 law which teaches me that his 
se^tre is a righteous sceptre. Then wbal 
must we do? We must lie every moment be-* 
fore him confessing our depravity, and live upon 
mercy and not upon merit. We ought to be 
ashamed of ourselves when we remember the 
netid we have of his intercession. Blessed be 
Gi0d, I do right in that I love him, but I do 
vf^rong in not loving him as much as I ought. 
I' tlhank him that the commandment keeps me 
ill? an enlarged obedience, and that in all my 
eiyoyme&ts, privileges, and intercourse with my 
fellow creatures, '')as ho that hath called me is 
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holy, so I am to h^hcif'lw^^maianer ot t 
versation and godtiMss.** Hei^^e broad os^ 
of divine truth ik^ kiid ttt ihe td^to^f our pipdfe, 
and shows irs that Uten otnr htst^pSf^ohsiBncii 
will be our roini wHboiH the redeoifitkm ^ ouir 
Lord Jesus Christ. 



FRAGMENT XVI. 

CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS. ' '" ' 

*<Recompence tonomanevil fereviL''^ When 
I render evil for good, I act the .part .of Sabm 
bknseif ; when I do good for good^ X Hcfe wk metf 
aet among themsqlves^ but wiheri XdeK^Qod 
for evil^ I act as God himself ia/pklMed toifiiet^ 
What did the dear Redeemer say ivhoA.Jiie 
hung upon the cross, and his 9ac0edjieiii«t W/^a 
full of love ?-*^' Father, for^ve lhem> for thay 
know not what they do/' The scripture a9y^« 
" avenge not yourselves." It is better for iis tp 
Mdure evil and to forbear, and as br as m.ui 
lt«s, to conquer by submissivaness* '' Qiwrfpi^ 
evH with good/'— this is the beat n^t^odi.of 

> Rom. xii, 17. 
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oiKocaming our(0l»eini^k ,:Hpw sweetly did 8t« 
Paul do this tifter *hts c6iivedrfijx>n : all hi^ rough 
tenqpers were lib^n drowned in a sea ,Qf ]o,ve« 
\¥hen I epeiik^ lave I mean godly love, not 
fiie< love .of. the wicked but of the cbcistian, 
which is the love of Him who commaods all 
worlds to admire that his glorious perfection^ 
and who " so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever foelieveth in 
him, should not perish, but have everlasting 
life."* No expense of love seemed too much 
for him that he might bring lost souls to himself, 
that they might have eternal life, and that joy 
in hii^ presence, whereby they shall be made to 
rejoice in a most glorious and blessed manner* 
If a man doe^ me a wrong, I will treat him in 
a ohrislSaii spirit and will pray for him the 
nio^e abundantly, that he may not use me iQ 
a^ki, I will exercise reason in my forbearing 
Jove, but yet I will wait my opportunity and fois 
give him alL I may have done the samef several 
times already — but it is to be not only '^ seven 
times, but until seventy times seven." ^ The 
Lord will never suffer his people to do evil diat 
good may come, but it is his prerogative to 
bring good out of evil. There is, dear brethren, 

2 John in, 16. ^ Matt, xviii, 22. 
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a sweetness/ a softness^ and elegance^ belonging 
to the workmanship of the Spirit in the heart 
of man, which no language can reach to do it 
any degree of justice. Never be apologists for 
Satan, and for sin. One says, ^' I am of a fee- 
ble turn of mind," — You may, I reply, be evil 
tempered by nature, but are you to be so ij^ 
grace ? I believe God will fulfil his promise in 
you who plead it, — ^'Sin shall not have domi- 
nion over you."* 

** Rom. vi, 14. 



THE END. 



PflllJTED BY JOSIAH FLETCHEB, NORWICH. 
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